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ARAB FUND APPROVES 10.8 MILLION DOLLARS IN AID 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 22 May 84 p 15 


[Text ] 


CSO 


RIYADH — The Arab Gulf Fund for 
the United Nations Development 
Agencies on Sunday approved 10.8 
million dollars in aid to help finance 
17 projects in nine developing coun- 
tries. 

Talal bin Abdul Aziz, the fund's 
president and a special envoy for the 
United Nations Childrens Fund 
(Unicef), said the aid would go to 
health, educational and agricultural 
projects in Bangladesh, Burma, Pakis- 
tan, Thailand, Ethiopia, Uganda, 
Nigeria, Tanzania and Upper Volta. 


4400/254 


tiliser plant at Vijaipur in the state of 
Madhya Pradesh. The plant will con- 
sist of a gas-based ammonia unm, two 
urea units, and integrated power and 
steam generation units. 

A second World Bank loan, of 
280.7 million dollars, will support a 
programme being carried out by the 
Indian Railways to increase carrying 
capacity to meet growing traffic 
demand and to make better use of 
existing assets. 

The 1.2 billion-dollar project will, 
among other features, electrify some 
3,000 kilometres of major trunk 
routes between the cities of New 
Deihi, Bombay, Madras and Calcutta. 

A hydroelectrical project to 
increase electricity production in 
Madhya Pradesh and in the western 
region of India will be partially 
financed by 157.4 million dollar 
World Bank loan and a 143 million 
dollar credit from the IDA 
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The remaining funds for the 937.5 
million-dollar project will be provided 
by New Delhi, the Madhya Pradesh 
Electricity Board, and other financing 
institutions. 

The other announced yesterday 
credits included: 

Philippines, 102 million dollars 
from the Worid Bank for highway 
constructions projects. Brazil, 40 mil- 
lion dollars for schools and other edu- 
cation piojects in the north and 
center-west regions. Zaire, 26 million 
dollars from IDA to rehabilitate the 
country’s railway system. Jamaica, 15 
million dollars from the bank to 
increase production and marketing 
facilities for export crops, including 
bananas, Botswana, 11 million dollars 
from the bank for public health pro- 
jects; The Gambia, 9.4 million dollars 
from IDA to expand agricultural pro- 
duction. 














GULF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE RECOMMEND COMMODITY AID 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 27 May 84 p 24 


[Text] 


DOHA — The board of the Fed- 
gration of the Arab Gulf Cham- 
bers of Commerce yesterday 
recommended that part of Arab 
assistances to developing coun- 
tries be given in the form of 
national industrial and agriculture 
products and commodities. 


The board also wanted assistance, 
expertise, and services of Arab con- 
tracting companies to be used to 
execute economic projects which are 
to be carried out in Arab-aid-recipient 
countries. 

The federation recommended that 
Arab governments should not allow 
publishing of advertisements inviting 
Gulf citizens to own real estates in 
foreign countries and said national 
agents should provide bank guarantee 
to the prospective purchaser until such 
time the citizen receives the real estate 
ownership document. 

The board also agreed to allocate 
SR 200,000 to cover expenditure of 
the initial studies on the establishment 
of a documentation centre. 

The federation said it was important 
that companies which have not joined 
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the Arab War Risks Insurance Syndi- 
cate speed up doing so to widen the 
base and provide the required boost at 
private and public levels to help the 
Awrnis Carry its task. 

The board decided to hold its meet- 
ings once every year, approved the 
1983 budget allocations and decided 
to meet in Manama next year. 

Opening the meeting, the chairman 
of Qatar's Chamber of Commerce 
Ahmed Mohammed Al Suwaidi, wel- 
comed the participants and hoped that 
the meeting would be a success. 

Then the chairman of the federa- 
tion’s council, Ismail abu Dawood, 
underlined the importance of solidar- 
ity and cohesion among the Gulf citi- 
zens, mainly the businessmen, to 
counter the challenges through seri- 
Ous cooperation between public and 
private sectors. 

Later, the federation’s secretary 
general, Mohammed Abdulla Al 
Mulla. underscored the importance of 
the meeting mainly in the light of the 
escalation of the Gulf war. 

Al Mulla added the current 
economic situation widened the gap 
between developing and developed 
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countries and constituted a major 
source of instability in the world. He 
cailed on the world community to 
diminish this gap by setting up a new 
economic order based on just and 
integrated foundations. 

Mr Mulla called for the establish- 
ment of a bank for the developing 
countries as an alternative and added 
that it must depend upon the private 
sector for funding. 

The main pre-requisites for 
development in the Gulf region are 
the support of integration, the 
rationalisation of expenditure and 
consumption and the development of 
human and natural resources. 

The Gulf Arab countries have con- 
centrated on the importance of 
depending on the private sector fol- 
lowing inconsistencies in resource 
development and the oil price slump, 
he pointed out. 

He called for more support for 
national establishments, companies 
and national funds. 

The meeting was attended by 
delegations from Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, UAE, Oman, Iraq 
and Qatar.—Ageicies 
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PRESIDENT'S BROTHER DESCRIBES REASONS FOR JOINING OPPOSITION 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 14 May 84 p 4 


[Interview with Sami Mubarak by Majdi Muhanna: "I Joined the Opposition 
Because Government Thinking Stops at a Specific Point" ] 


[Text] Eng Sami Mubarak surprised me when I asked him for an appointment for 
a press interview. He set a time of 0700 hours in the morning. That meant 
that I would have to get up at 0500 hours to reach my appointment, traveling 
from my house in Shubra to his place in Heliopolis. I managed to postpone 
the interview two whole hours. 


From the first moment I sensed that I was in the presence of a simple man 
who has a very happy spirit, although the facial features concealed that. He 
told all the Wafd Party members who asked him for the telephone number of 
his home, "Be sure that you are not from the National Party." 


This conversation occurred, revolving about the reasons why he joined the 
opposition and whether the president knew about that in advance, what his 
goal in joining the opposition was, and why he did not join the National 
Democratic Party which Husni Mubarak heads. 

[Question] What does your identity card say? 

[Answer] My Name: Sauwi Mubarak. 

Age: 52. 


Work: I own a small factory. I studied mechanical work in Germany, worked 
there and had an office. 


[Question] Are there any other details? When did you go abroad, and why? 


Sami Mubarak: No, these are personal matters. These are questions which a 
minister or president would answer. However, I am an ordinary man. 


[Questions] These questions are being circulated by people who want to hear 
an answer to then. 








[Answer] If I was a president, or wanted to become a president, it wouldn't 
matter, but I am someone who wants only to change within a given environ- 
ment. IL do not have? to publicize myself more than is necessary. I must know 
my real magnitude well and I hope that the questions will be unrelated to 
publicity. 


The Atmosphere Was Stifling 


[Question] Apart from personal matters, what was the reason for your going 
from Egypt to Germany? 


[Answer] When I left Egypt to study, the atmosphere in Egypt was stifling. I 
had foreseen that the situation in Egypt would get worse. Therefore I went 
abroad, in the late fifties. 


[Question] Had you completed your education in Egypt? 


[Answer] No, I did not study in Egypt. I went into law, but did not complete 
my studies. I traveled to Germany and studied. In brief, I taught myself; no 
one taught me. No one paid me anything out of his pocket! I hope that you 
will not draw me into details again, because I do not want publicity. Rath- 
er, I just have a special purpose and a specific goal I want to achieve! 


[Question] When did you come back. 
[Answer] In 1978. I had traveled a great deal between Germany and Cairo. 


The important thing is that I came back and found a terrific increase in the 
population. The progress to match this increase had not occurred, and I won- 
dered, where is the government? Where is the economic and industrial activi- 
ty which ought to have been planned for decades ago? I found the country in 
worse condition. The reforms which took place could not be compared with the 
level of progress which ought to have existed. Every day there are problems, 
and they increase and pile up. There are no solutions to them, and the cur- 
rent government cannct easily find solutions to all these accumulated mat- 
ters, because it is a government that has stopped at a certain level of 
thinking, and does not go beyond it! It would have been better if they had 
left govermnent to people whose level of thinking is more“advanced, so that 
they could face the problems that have accumulated. 


[Question] Can we infer from that that there were no problems before 1952, 
but that the problems came after 1952? 


Sami Mubarak: 


There were 18 million of us in 1952, and there was a British occupation. 
There was a palace and a court, but there was also democracy. All problems 
were resolved by parliament and the opposition. It is necessary that there 
be an opposition to confront the government, so that people can think sound- 
ly. 


[Question] Did the decision to join the Wafd take you much time and thought? 


- 

















[Answer] Before the Wafd came into being, I could have joined another oppo- 
sition party. 


Why Did You Choose the Opposition? 


[Question] Why, however, did you choose the opposition side, and not the 
side of the ruling party? 


Sami Mubarak: 


The ruling party, as I said, reached a specific level of thinking and ic not 
going beyond it, and one can expect nothing from it! 


[Question] There are people who consider that the National Party and the 
Wafd Party are two sides of the same coin. 


Sami Mubarak: 


If the policies are the same. The question is why progress has not occurred. 
I do not consider the National Party a party. It is a group of ruling peo- 
ple. When the ruling party changes, this "group" will go with it! 


[Question] Could you define the Wafd Party's foreign policy for us? 


[Answer] The Wafd has not yet governed, to make it possible for us to define 
its foreign policy. 


[Question] Which party is it that must have positions on Arab and interna- 
tional issues? 


Sami Mubarak: 


I believe that Egyptians do not argue over these issues, because foreign 
policy is sensitive, and I believe no Egyptian would dispute that Arab poli- 
cy should move toward agreement with the Arab countries, so that they will 
act in a united way. This is how the government's policy is proceeding now. 


[Question] So what are the points of contention between the Wafd Party and 
the National Party? 


[Answer] I said that the National Party has stopped at a specific level of 
thinking. We want to modernize its thinking and raise its level, so that we 
can raise the level of the people and eliminate the bureaucratic obstacles 
in their way. 


The Workers' and Peasants’ Gains 


[Question] There are people who have doubts about the rights the workers and 
peasants have won. 


Eng Sami Mubarak did not let me complete the question, but interrupted me, 
saying: 














"People have to believe that it is not possible to turn back from the gains 
the workers and peasants have won, because the land that any peasant has 
acquired cannot be taken back from him. We are not feudalists. The National 
Party has a greater proportion of feudalists than was the case at any other 
time in Egypt." 


The Liquidation of the July Revolution 

[Question] Some people assert that the Wafd Party came into being to liqui- 
date the July revolution through its alliance with the Brothers. What is 
your opinion? 

Sami Mubarak: 

The Brothers are not a party. The alliance with the Brothers took place 
because they like the Wafd's program. They like democracy. The stories that 
are coming out are all just party propaganda. 


[Question] However, one could say that the Brothers are an undeclared party, 
and that they actually do engage in politics. 


Sami Mubarak: 


The Brothers do not have a declared policy. If the Brothers do have a poli- 
cy, it is common to them only. 


[Question] In your opinion, what is the feasibility of participating in the 
elections in the context of the law on relative lists? 


[Answer] It is the National Party that set out the law. It is working just 
for its own interests, but it has fallen into the same trap others have, and 
I do not believe that it will repeat this experiment again. 

[Question] What in your view will the election campaign produce? 

Sami Mubarak: 

The elections will be completely free. It is possible that fraud might take 
place in some remote areas, but that is nothing new with the National Party. 
I believe that the Wafd Party will receive a great majority, with God's 
permission. 

[Question] A majority! 


Sami Mubarak: 


A majority, in the sense that the number of votes in the hands of the Wafd 
in the People's Assembly will be greater than those of any other party. 


[Question] Even the ruling National Democratic Party? 


Sami Mubarak: 











Even the National Party, with God's permission! 


[Question] On what grounds do you say that the elections will be completely 
free? 


[Answer] The president has declared that on all occasions, and he is to be 
thanked. We hold to these statements. 


Post-1952 


[Question] Was the whole post-1952 period one of corruption and tyranny, as 
some people keep saying? 


[Answer] No, but periods of progress always involve many difficult times; 
for example, during President ‘Abd-al-Nasir’s regime, there were mistakes in 
foreign policy. There was an opening to Russia only, and Russia could not 
give us anything except arms; Egypt became a closed country. 


[Question] During the seventies, the opposite was the case. 
Sami Mubarak: 


It is like the North and South Poles. President al-Sadat's regime was char- 
acterized by rapid change and also a rapid opening in the other direction. 
There was no careful, gradual study, for example, of the policy of economic 
liberalization. This can be attributed to the people who were cooperating 
with President al-Sadat. 


In the seventies, they were just interested in business. They wanted Egypt 
to be turned into a country like Lebanon. This was impossible, The liberali- 
zation in Egypt ought to have been non-commercial. The liberalization ought 
to have been carefully drawn up, gradually, in the interests of all the 
people, not in the interests of a specific group which only engages in busi- 
ness, 


[Question] Was the president aware that you joined the opposition? 

Sami Mubarak: 

Of course the president knew before I joined the Wafd Party, and knew of my 
conviction that without democracy and without a strong opposition, we would 
not take a single step forward. 


[Question] What was the president's opinion about your joining the Wafd? 


Sami Mubarak: 


What people would think, and how amazed they would be that the president's 
brother would become a member of an opposition party. The president knew 
that I would join the Wafd Party, and he did not offer any opposition. There 
is no truth to any rumors that are spread around to the contrary. That is 
the least thing democracy offers. 








[Question] Could Sami Mubarak's pursuit of politics represent a source of 
annoyance for the president? 


[Answer] I do not believe so. The president did not go into government for 
personal interests. The president loves the Egyptian people and loves free- 
dom and democray. If that had been a source of annoyance for the president, 
as you say, he would have put his brother in prison, especially since mar- 
tial law has been declared and the president can shut the Wafd Party down. 
He could have prevented the judiciary from issuing a verdict in the Wafd's 
favor. Why didn't he? 


I consider that Husni Mubarak loves the country and loves democracy. He 
loves freedom and people do not want to believe that we are really involved 
in a true democratic experiment. 


[Question] Do you consider that there is a need for the continued enforce- 
ment of the emergency law, before, during or after the coming People's As- 
sembly elections? 

Sami Mubarak: 

The emergency law has not been applied. Why is it still in being? We are a 
people who have been ground down for centuries, and have not yet attained 
the status we should have. I do not endorse the continued enforcement of the 
emergency law. If a group causes trouble, the government does not pass an 
emergency law for 100 or even 1,000 people. 


In West Germany there are terrorist groups which destroy, murder and commit 
sabotage. Nonetheless, Germany has not declared a state of emergency. 


[Question] A final question: 
What would the position of People's Assembly member add to Sami Mubarak? 
Sami Mubarak: 


That one of us can speak and state his ideas on the people's behalf, and not 
for the sake of personal interests. 


11887 
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EXPERIMENT WITH DEEDING OF APARTMENTS ANALYZED, CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 14 May 84 p 3 


[Article by Sayyid ‘'Abd-al-'Ati: "Deeded Apartments: Have They Failed To 
Solve the Housing Shortage?" ] 


[Text] No one will disagree that there is a serious housing shortage which 
Egyptian citizens are suffering from in all areas of the country. Young peo- 
ple are emigrating to Arab and non-Arab countries because there is no hous- 
ing, and because they hope to save the money to obtain an apartment. 


There are arguments between children and their relatives because of tight 
housing and families break up and sometimes values deteriorate and marital 
and family relations worsen because of housing. Many families live in 
shrines and the courtyards of graves, and thousands of people live in tents 
and huts because there is no housing. Many people fail to get engaged or 
marry because it is not possible to obtain an apartment for a number of 
years. 


In the sixties, the government claimed that it would orient itself toward 
the system which prevailed before 1952, which was to give the private sec- 
tor, which was able to build in order to meet market needs, free rein in the 
market. People continued to make the claim, and the situation brought some 
specialists and officials to say “rental signs will come back onto buildings 
once again." 


However, the situation was totally different. Land prices and building costs 
rose to the point where the rents the private sector was asking in accord- 
ance with prevailing economic laws could not be paid as far as the poor and 
limited income classes were concerned. Therefore, the private sector does 
not enter a money-losing market, and the burden of housing the ordinary 
classes continues to lie with the government, which insinuated itself into 
this area in the fifties and is unfortunately limited in thinking and re- 
sources! 


The Minister of Housing's Statement 


The government's policy assumed concrete form in the minister of housing's 
famous statement of February 1976, in which he frankly said, "My opinion on 

















solving the housing shortage in a radical way is based on compelling govern- 
ment and public sector efforts to be devoted essentially to low-cost hous- 
ing. After that, there comes the role of intermediate housing, housing which 
relies essentially on the efforts of the private sector, with the facilities 
and easy verms which the government adopts to provide construction materials 
for this sort of housing, while subjecting it to provisions which are regu- 
lated by laws, including setting a limit on rent in accordance with cost. 
Above-average housing will be left to tha private sector, which will be in 
charge of that, liberating itself from all restrictions as far as the set- 
ting of rents under the auspices of committees is concerned." 


The government actually pursued this platform and prepared the draft law on 
luxury and above-average housing, which contained exemptions from rules on 
the setting of rents. 


The Federation of Workers Protests 


This subject provoked the protests of the ordinary classes; the Egypt Gen- 
eral Federation of Workers’ Unions expressed these clearly in a memorandum 
it presented to the prime minister and the chairman of the People's Assen- 
bly, stating, among other things: 


"The private sector will exploit this unrestricted license and will direct 
its investments toward above-average and luxury level buildings. Thus, it 
will in no way help solve the housing shortage, nor will it reduce its seve- 
rity. At that point the burden of constructing residential buildings of the 
average, that is ordinary, type will lie on the shoulders of the government, 
and that is a burden which there is no question that we should ask it to 
bear alone." 


This is what actually happened! The government resorted to the policy of 
deeding and entered into a race with the private sector to build above- 
average and luxury housing units, which it worked to deed out at very high 
prices. It was also diligent in expanding deeding policy at the expense of 
the poor and limited income classes, which helped aggravate the problen. 


A number of studies were made by specialized bodies, all of which condemned 
the policy of deeding out apartments and its deviation from the goal that 
had been hoped for from it. 


AL-AHRAR poses a question to a number of specialists in housing and univer- 
sity professors: Has deeding policy in Egypt led to a solution of the hou- 

sing crisis? Why has the policy deviated from the goal that had been sought 
from it? Has deeciing policy diverted the government from building low-cost 

housing? 


Deeding Is the Peak of Socialism 


AL-AHRAR had a meeting with Dr Mustafa al-Hifnawi, former minister of hou- 
sing, who said, "The policy of deeding out apartments is indeed the most 
exemplary policy for resolving the issue of housing, along with the need to 
provide resources in all cases for the construction of housing units. 
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Deeding is the peak of socialism, and therefore most countries in the world 
are now trying to apply the policy of deeding residential units and the 
government is building ordinary housing out of government housing funds, 
although at a low rate. 


“We made a study in 1979 in which we determined the rate at which the gov- 
ernment ought to build low-cost housing at no down payment. This rate came 
to 22 percent, but the necessary number of units to house this percentage 
was not built. The main reason for the government's inability to build ordi- 
nary housing was the unavailability of resources. If such resources had been 
available to the government, it would have been able to build more housing 
units. Also, because of the lack of balance between incomes and construction 
costs, the stability of wages and the rise in construction costs led to the 
aggravation of the problen.”" 


Dr al-Hifnawi added, “Therefore the citizens must participate in construc- 

tion alongside the government. The government cannot defray all the costs of 
construction. Therefore, the policy of deeding housing units is the best way 
to exploit resources, as far as the citizen or the government are concerned. 


“As regards the private sector, that cannot build ordinary housing in light 
of these circumstances. The prices of land and the prices of building mate- 
rials have risen, and per meter costs now come to more than 100 pounds. 
Consequently, the private sector cannot give money to the people as charity 
and work to solve the problem. This is a fact which we must all be aware of; 
we must let the private sector build as it wishes. This will not affect 
housing in Egypt; rather, if the private sector stops building, that will 
lead to the aggravation and complication of the problem." 


The Value of What the Citizen Pays 


Muhibb Istinu, chairman of the Housing Committee in the People’s Assembly, 
said, "We have discussed the subject of the policy of deeding out housing 
units in the assembly in more than one session. We have stated that the 
important thing is the value of the monthly instalments the citizen pays and 
whether that is equal to the value of what he would pay in case he rented. 
It is difficult at the present time to find an apartment which would rent 
for the equivalent of one-quarter of salary, which is what would be allotted 
in the case of deeding, to make it easy for the citizen to pay. The govern- 
ment has given loans of 500 million pounds a year at 4 percent interest to 
cooperatives to help them build housing units and deed them out to indivi- 
duais,. 


"However, if these loans were increased to 900 million pounds, that will 
result in the construction of more housing units, which will work to solve 
the housing problem in 5 years." 


The chairman of the People's Assembly Housing Committee went on to say 
"Deeding policy has been a success, for the reason that we have handed over 
160,000 apartments so far, mostly cooperative housing, part of it deeded and 
part of it low-cost. The proportion of luxury apartments does not exceed 4 
percent. We do not give subsidized loans in the case of luxury housing. 
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"It is also necessary that companies take charge of building housing for 
their workers, which will lighten the government's load. The government will 
also concern itself with building more ordinary housing for the poor and 
less than affluent classes. 


"As for the private sector, we encourage it to build, whatever the type of 
construction might be, because if the private sector stops, that will not 
benefit us, since it builds on the basis of supply and demand. 


"As for violations of permits committed by private sector companies which 
have received permits to build ordinary housing, then performed above-aver- 
age and luxury finishing work, the government has considered these viola- 
tions, which came to 100 percent, as fraud and deceit; therefore, it has 
sought to set out stringent laws to punish the persons committing the 
violations!" 


It Has Deviated from the Goal! 


As'ad Amin ‘Abd-al-Salam, the deputy minister and secretary of the Committee 
on Housing, Public Utilities and Redevelopment in the People's Assembly, 
said: 


"The goal in deeding policy was essentially to make it easy for citizens to 
obtain average-level housing units at suitable prices, and also to encourage 
landowners to build, on the one hand, and make matters easy for small land- 
owners on the other. However, deeding policy has deviated from the goal that 
was sought from it, since emphasis has been put on the construction of luxu- 
ry housing units, and fantastically high prices for obtaining deeds have 
resulted from that, prompting the government to face up to this phenomenon. 
I believe that the reason for the rise in prices of luxury housing units is 
the landowners' failure to obtain subsidies from the government, because the 
subsidies for housing are allocated to cooperative societies, which obtain 
loans from the General Construction and Housing Cooperative Authority, along 
with facilities for construction; in order for it to be possible to reduce 
the prices of deeds for luxury housing units, the situation requires legis- 
lation which is aimed at government support for this group, with prices for 
units to be set on the basis of the permits." 


Company Speculation 


As‘ad Amin added, "As regards the speculation which takes place in permits, 
the legislation for dealing with that is adequate; the important thing, ra- 
ther, is the enforcement of the law. As regards what happens to many indivi- 
duals who assume ownership of apartments from the building and housing com- 
panies belonging to the private sector, which ask them to pay amounts on top 
of those agreed upon in the deeding contract, that may be ascribed to the 
rise in prices of building materials and labor, and it also is attributable 
to slowness in construction. This might be intentional on the companies’ 
part! 


"In order for us to work to solve the housing problem, it is necessary to 
provide facilities to encourage cooperative societies to build more housing 
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units and get the government to assume charge of building ordinary housing 
for the less than affluent classes." 


Suspending Luxury Housing 


Eng Mahmud Hassan, deputy minister of housing, said "Deeding policy origi- 
nated in Egypt in 1962, and the numbers of people who applied for all the 
apartments which were built were dozens of times greater than the number 
available. That proves the success of this policy, although the prices of 
deeds depend on the location of the apartments, their area, and the caliber 
of the finishing worx in them, in addition to the purpose for their use and 
their cost. We have taken these sums to build other housing units, part of 
which are for deeding and part for rental. The fact that there is a group 
which cannot buy does not mean that the deeding policy is wrong." 


The deputy housing minister added, “The Ministry of Housing sets the rate of 
luxury apartment construction at 6 percent; however, this rate has increased 
in recent years, and that caused the minister of housing to issue a decree 
suspending luxury housing and administrative housing (offices and hotels) 
for a period of 6 months beginning in March, in order to direct investments 
into ordinary housing, now that it has become apparent that that will affect 
the construction of ordinary housing units. I believe that this period will 
not help solve the problem but rather that the government must devote atten- 
tion to the construction of ordinary housing. The great proliferation of 
luxury-level apartments that are not being used should be considered a fro- 
zen national resource and deception in regard to the things for which per- 
mits have been granted, their transformation from average to luxury housing 
must be reviewed, and it is necessary that people stick to what the permit 
was issued for. The apartments that currently exist demand that all the peo- 
ple and the landowners join forces over ways to occupy them, through cooper- 
ation between the government system and the elected people's system in the 
area, in a manner which will achieve benefits for everyone." 


However, there is another view which is opposed to deeding policy. 


Dr Milad Hanna, professor of construction in the ‘Ayn Shams Engineering [Fa- 
culty], said "Colleagues who support deeding policy do not realize that 
there are hundreds of thousands of Egyptian families living from day to day 
who have no savings or chance of accumulating savings in the foreseeable 
future. 


"Therefore the policy of building housing with the goal of deeding it out is 
suitable for some classes, but not for the masses of the people, and the 
government must make planning to establish a proper balance between people 
who want deeded apartments and those for whom rental apartments are suita- 
ble. 


"It is apparent that deeded apartments are suitable for the following class- 
Qs: 


"First, most people working in and returning from Arab countries, since they 
have savings that enable them to pay for the deeds. 
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"Second, the rich liberalization classes. These people buy luxury apartments 
in excellent areas, and luxury deeded housing is considered a sign of status 
and entry into a new class. Perhaps it is this class specifically which has 
led to the attraction of capital and construction of luxury buildings for 
deeded apartments, which has resulted in inadequate investments and an ab- 
sence of resources in kind to house ordinary limited-income classes. 


“Third, groups of people who work with liberalization companies or in diff- 
erent forms of parasitic activity, since they have high incomes available to 
them which offer savings that make it possible to buy deeded apartments." 


Deeding out to Ordinary Classes 


Dr Milad Hanna added, "For the sake of academic honesty, if means for deed- 
ing out apartments were made available to the ordinary classes, that would 
lead to the following benefits: 


"Usually, the people who occupy deeded apartments take more care of their 
housing than [those who occupy] rentals. 


"The notion of buying an apartment in itself assumes the accumulation of 
savings. 


"To that end, I recommend the following: 


"That the construction of luxury housing be suspended so that capital and 
resources in kind in the form of building materials and labor can go into 
other non-luxury categories. 


"That the government set out a transitional economic policy to make deeding 
available to broader sectors than the groups that currently [enjoy it]. 


"That permission be given to buy apartments on instalments which are small 
in principle, with a job guarantee and life insurance for the purchaser of 
the apartment on terms that are worked out actuarially. 


"That token ownership fees be imposed on deeded apartments so that purchases 
and sales can be carried out easily. The fees could rise as the apartments 
increase in luxuriousness. 


"That the instalments on deeds be exempted from the general tax on incomes, 
like instalments on life insurance. This system is followed in Western Eu- 
rope and encourages the acquisition of property by the middle classes." 


Dr Milad Hanna went on to say, "In spite of these limited recommendations, 
obtaining deeds will still be beyond the reach of very large classes of 
Egyptians, and we must provide them with housing at a rent that is in keep- 
ing with their income or at token cost. If the housing [cost] is at a mini- 
mum, that is the government's obligation toward large groups of people." 














Deeding Policy 


Dr Muhayya ‘Ali Zaytun, the vice dean of the Faculty of Commerce at al-Azhar 
University and author of a number of studies on the housing problem in Fg- 
ypt, said: 


"The private sector began deeding in order to obtain a rapid return on in- 
vestments, and the deeding race started as a form of evasion of the rental 
laws the government had set out. 


"It became apparent that deeding policy did not lead to success, and there- 
fore the government resorted to regulating the process of deeding by setting 
out laws in which the proportions of real estate for deeding and rentals 
were set out. However, the landlords started to speculate with the laws and 
managed to evade them in numerous ways. In addition, deeding policy extended 
to the public sector, and there then was competition between the two in 
increasing the prices of apartments. 


Thousands of Vacant Apartments 


"We can observe that thousands of apartments have actually been deeded out 
which have not been put to use or occupied because most of the rich classes 
have sought to buy them so their children can occupy them in the future, 
Perhaps the explanation for this is that the citizen does not feel secure 
about the future, and this discourages some landowners from building for 
others or even renting out what has actually been built, and therefore the 
problem is becoming more severe. In addition, there is the rise in construc- 
tion prices and the setting out of laws restricting the relationship between 
landlord and tenant, especially as regards the setting of rents." 


Dr Muhayya Zaytun added, "I can stress that the solution to the problem is 
for the public sector to build low-cost housing to be deeded or rented out 
on instalments that are suitable for people with limited incomes, and for us 
to let the private sector build as it wishes, and rent out to whom it wish- 
es." 


Deeding Is an Obstacle for People with Limited Incomes 


A study which Ni'mat Muhammad ‘Izzat, a researcher in the center, carried 
out in 1980 stated "As regards the private and government sectors‘ tendency 
to deed out housing units, which is considered one of the most prominent 
present housing policies, that should be viewed as an obstacle for people 
with limited incomes attempting to obtain appropriate housing. The prices of 
these units are left without any intervention from the government, so that 
the law of supply and demand sats the share of tetal housing investments for 
them or sets the return on investment in this field, and this raises the 
cost of housing for buyers from less than affluent classes. 


"The government, in order to carry out these policies, allocated 225 million 
pounds in loans to cooperatives to erect 50,000 units in 1981. Thus, the 
Cooperative Housing Authority is paramount among the agencies transforming 
and building housing units. In light of the statutes and bills to which the 
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authority is subject, it is worth pointing to a number of observations in 
this regard: 


"The authority gives 4,000-pound loans for low-cost and average housing in 
this regard for cooperative low-cost housing societies at 90 percent of 
cost, while the maximum, in the case of average housing, totalled 6,000 
pounds, at 80 percent of cost, which encourages investors to turn toward the 
construction of average housing units rather than low-cost ones. In addi- 
tion, setting the cost at this high level does not encourage the establish- 
ment of lower-cost units with small areas which are in keeping with the 
needs of limited-income families. 


"The authority does not help provide the land necessary for construction, 
and on top of that it stipulates that the land required for construction be 
available in order for the loans to be granted. In most cases, the land is 
obtained under the auspices of the housing societies, but the aggravated 
housing crisis and the lack of adequate land for construction have helped 
many senior professionals, government employees and cooperative housing so- 
ciety members obtain land from the government at low prices, in accordance 
with the system of loans. However, they cannot find a real opportunity to 
benefit from the cooperative housing systen. 


"Although the authority's policy is limited to low-cost and intermediate 
housing, its new law has permitted the grant of loans for above-average and 
excellent housing on the same conditions that apply to average housing, on 
condition that the chairman of the authority agree to it. 


“While the credit facilities granted to the authority rose from 75 million 
pounds in 1979 to 150 million pounds in 1980 and 225 million pounds in 1981, 
the authority, rather than expanding the aid to beneficiaries with loans and 
facilities, has tended to play the role of intermediary by building housing 
units, relying on public and private sector contractors, in order to benefit 
from low-interest loans which are calculated at 3 to 5 percent, then sell 
these units to citizens at actual cost price." 


It Serves Only a Limited Group 


In a study she prepared on the expansion of luxury housing, Ahlam Anwar 
Muhammad, researcher at the National Planning Institute, said: 


"The noticeable drop in the rate of investment in the housing sector and the 
rate of housing construction in the seventies, in comparison with the second 
half of the sixties, shows that the drop in rates of construction occurred 
at the cost of sacrificing the housing needs of the poor and limited income 
groups (low-cost housing), or ordinary housing. It is also to be noted that 
rural housing was not given any importance in the seventies, since the rates 
of construction in rural areas dropped sharply." 


Ahlan Anwar Muhammad added “While attention to ordinary housing in the sev- 
enties was slight, we find that at the same time it registered a great ex- 
pansion in the three abovementioned areas, which all serve only the inter- 
ests of a limited group of foreigners and fortunate members of the society 
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who are able to pay for luxury housing. This group amounts to no more than 

foreign investors, as a result of the policy of economic liberalization and 
the extremely obvious excesses it has led to in the housing area. Secondly 

there are the tourists and thirdly the rich people in Egyptian society, who 
are a limited minority. 


"Hotel building and construction may have special importance, because tour- 
ist activity is considered one of the important sources for the acquisition 
of foreign currency, but that does not mean that hotels should be given 
priority over housing or that the housing needs of foreigners should have 
priority over the housing needs of the members of Egyptian society, that is, 
the limited-income and poor classes." 


The Failure of the Private Sector 


Ahlam Anwar Muhammad added, “There are factors and circumstances which have 
prevailed recently that prepared the appropriate climate for the sector to 
lose its effectiveness in solving the problem. One can sum up these factors 
and circumstances as follows: 


"The great rise in prices of building materials, especially imported build- 
ing materials, and the rise in workers’ wages. 


"The drop in the anticipated revenue from investment in housing as a result 
of the inflation which dominated the Egyptian economy in 1970. 


"The great rise in the prices of land as a result of inflation on the one 
hand and the rise in demand for land with the exacerbation of the housing 
problem on the other. This prompted individuals who have land for construc- 
tion to keep it, and not build, because that would realize great profits 
when it was sold in the future. This also prompted individuals who do not 
own land to try to take possession of land by any means, because that would 
bring them the greatest return from their savings. 





"The emergence of new purchasing forces with massive resources in the Egyp- 
tian society because of the application of the policy of economic liberali- 
zation and these forces’ receptivity to luxury housing. 


"The emergence of a new middle class with buying power much greater that the 
average for Egyptian society. This class is represented by Egyptians working 
in Arab countries. 


"The presence of foreign investors who want to participate with the Egyptian 
private sector in the areas of luxury and administrative housing, hotels and 
tourist installations. This has led the Egyptian private sector to avoid 
moving into this area. 


"The emergence of numerous new ar@as for private sector investment and the 
acquisition of extremely high returns from commerce and importing and expor- 
ting. 
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"The abandonment by the government of its responsibilities for the construc- 
tion sector and the lack of effectiveness of the laws it issues to regulate 
the housing sector. 


"These factors have directly or indirectly helped divert the private sector 
from building low-cost housing, and the sactor has turned toward the con- 
struction of luxury and above-average housing so that it can yield abundant 
profit for it. 


The Reduction of the Public Sector's Role 


"The public housing sector has relinquished its fundamental task and is now 
competing with the private sector in the quest for profits, maintaining that 
the realization of profits is the criterion of the economic fitness of the 
system as a whole. On the one hand we find that the public sector no longer 
has a leading role in housing; planned public sector investments came to 
just 25 percent of total housing investments in the 1976-80 5-year plan. In 
fact, the public sector, in the same plan, throughout the republic, accoun- 
ted for 59 and 68 percent of the investments planned for the canal zone, in 
1977 and 1978. Current public sector plan investments come to just 6 per- 
cent. On the other hand, the public sector is not committing itself to the 
national housing plan now, and proof of that is the difference between the 
plans that are made and carried out. That may be attributed to the public 
sector's reliance, in many of its activities, on individual contractors, 
which results in the proliferation of cost categories and profit overlap. If 
we add to that the evolution of the deeding policy and the need for custo- 
mers to hava great financial resources which the public sector requires 
through the rental policy, it will become clear to us that the public sector 
is no longer working to satisfy and realize the housing needs of the poor 
and limited income classes. 


"Now, it has become clear that the problem is basically concentrated in the 
needs of the poor classes of the population, who constitute a segment which 
comes to 85 percent of the population of the urban areas and much more than 
that as far as the total population of Egypt goes. It is necessary to con- 
centrate on the needs of this class for any plants that are made for housing 
in Egypt." 


11887 
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LIBYA 


VENDORS, DEALERS IN CONSUMER, LUXURY GOODS FIAYED, EXPOSED 
Tripoli AL-ZAHF AL-AKHDAR in Arabic 30 Apr 84 p 15 


/Article by Bashir Na'san: "They Have Raided the Remmants of the Society of 
Exp loitation"/ 


/Text/ Although consumer goods, foodstuffs and the like, such as furniture, 
spare parts, kitchen appliances and clothes, starting even with small radio 
batteries, electric lamps, up to entire cars, spare parts fcr cars, gold and 
jewelry and proceeding through suits, dresses, robes, tea containers, furni- 
ture, cloaks, kleenex, chocolates, and different forms of chewing gum as 
well, are all available in large volumes, you unfortunately cannot find then, 
see them, or benefit from them. They are not available to you. No, no, a 
thousand nos--they do not catch in your imagination as you are going out of 
the lofty civilized buildings, the complex of markets, those edifices which 
are being erected in all areas and villages, indeed in almost every street. 


You go out clapping your hands in amazement and bewilderment--where are all 
these goods? 


Can you imagine where they have gone? 
And how? 

What is the berefit of this? 

To whose benefit is it? 


After that you can only say "there is no power or strength but with God" and 
keep on walking, to distance yourself a little from these luxurious 
buildings. 


Perhaps you will not go 100 steps, or less, until you get angry again repeat- 
ing the same sentence you uttered a while ago, as you were leaving this 
building, the "“market"'--but with a minor difference, which is that you are 
saying it out of amazement this time as well, as you go into a place which 

is also called a market but does not have a luxurious building, except for 
some wooden and ceramic plaques saying "there is no power or strength but 
with God!" 
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There are goods piled up like pyraminds alongside one another, heaps to the 
right and heaps to the left, and even more is out of sight, without organiza- 
tion or arrangement, on furniture upholstered in nylon or on deteriorated 

old wooden boxes. You can find electric wires and all the electrical mater- 
ifals you are looking for; you can find batteries and decorations. You can 
find various kitchen vessels, from mixers to plates, spoons, knives, refrig- 
erators, ovens and so forth. 


You can find various types of clothing, male and female, much diverse child- 
ren's clothing, some made locally and some imported--however, unfortunately, 
without organization, intermixed, without arrangement, covered with glass, 
mixed with dirt and debris out in the open, on the ground and under the 
blazing rays of the sun. You can find spare parts of various kinds for cars, 
from windows to tires and all other accessories. You are again amazed, be- 
cause you have looked for them in the installation which specializes in 
selling them, but to no avail, and your amazement increases when you Learn 
that these materials have been transferred from the importing harbors to 

the socialist installations, where they disappeared, perhaps on their way! 


You are struck with rage, and a feeling whose nature you do not understand 
possesses you as you wander about in these markets, which have become greatly 
spread about in our areas, You are struck with disgust at the florid faces 
of these little groups that are living by sucking the blood of Libyan Arabs, 
those thieves, crooks and exploiters who traffic in these goods and act as 
brokers in them for sums which exceed many times over the cost at which they 
are sold in the people's markets, and you are still compelled to give in and 
pay, because “freedom is hidden in need." 


You bring out your money in humiliation before these people, who keep saying 
"take it or leave it." 


These thieves are in reality the remnants of the society of exploitation, 

the remnants of the forces of reaction which are trying to finish off, de- 
stroy and thwart the experiment of the people's shops, bring us back in time 
and make us regress so that we will revert to the era of exploitation and 
theft, the era of monopoly and the control by a small group of the sustenance 
and the needs of the rest of the Libyan Arabs. 


These forces' attempts all lie within a single framework, nothing more, which 
indicates a significance that has made the spread and aggravation of this 
phenomenon a natural thing, and this is the seduction of the masses of the 
people away from socialism and the power of the people and the phenomenon of 
the hemorrhaging of the markets and installations and the emptying of their 
material contents, which is also parallel to the emptying of the theory of 
the mass state of its moral content, which stresses equality and strengthens 
it, through the wrongful practices which some people pursue. 


A pause to consider these grave phenomena and carefully review them will 


lead us to point fingers of accusation from a revolutionary mass viewpoint 
at a group which in reality has made matters easier through its indolence, 
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lack of attention and indifference at times and its bad intent!ons on the 
part of some persons as well; here we are talking about the responsible 
supervisory executive bodies which the masses have chosen to carry out and 
manage all the affairs which the masses of the people have determined in 
their basic people's conferences and their slogans raising the principles 
they have embraced, which emphasize that socialism is a choice of the masses 
from which there is no turning back, and that the power of the people is a 
revolutionary mass option from which there is no turning back. 


This pause to reflect will confront us with important, serious indicators 
and questions that are looking for an answer. 


Where do you suppose the strategic and revolutionary plans which have been 
adopted and set forth for the sake of protecting production and marketing 
can be found? The increase in the number of markets which are opened every 
day will have no effect in the face of the constant increase in the number 
of itinerant male and female peddlers and the terrifying increase in the 
numbers of middlemen in the open and secret black markets. You will find 

a market that opens today empty of all its goods tomorrow. It will fill up 
tomorrow, the day after that you will find it totally empty, and so forth. 
Where do these goods go? Of course into homes which have been transformed 
into markets, societies and installations which sell on a subcontracting 
basis and have been transformed into middlemen's markets, like the al-Namlah 
market, the Abu Salim market and other exploitative markets which are spread 
about everywhere. In addition, this sort of phenomenon occurs in the absence 
of competent officials, and when you find dozens of women and old people 
crowded about an installation selling tires and inner tubes and coming out 
bearing the booty, and this spectacle of the same women leaving with goods 
occurs twice a day in each market, or you find a citizen buying 15 plastic 
balls, you wonder whether the people carrying this amount have that number 
of children, and the same with the other goods--at that point signs of amaze- 
ment and awe rise up before you amd you look for someone to stop this bleed- 
ing, someone to limit this phenomenon, and someone to hold these persons to 
account for this behavior. 


The answer lies here, and here your fingers point directly at the people 
responsible for all this. 


If we can identify the abyss which has contributed in the emergence of this 
phenomenon, indeed feeds it every day, either through participation in the 
act or commitment to silence and observing (which could be transformed into 
applause under the influence of the slogan of exploitation “applaud it and 
do not stop" which might be almost the same): 





/They are/ the people in charge of the markets and installations and the 
people working in them; 





The revolutionary force of the municipal guard; 


The revolutionary force of the rescue police; 


21 























The revolutionary force in the guise of the branches in the municipality. 
The women's revolutionary force. 


All these numbers and bodies alone are responsible for the emergence of 

sucl phenomena as a result either of improper guidance or improper oversight 
of the culture of exploitation, theft and dependence on the part of people 
with pathological mentalities, in order to uproot them and implant the 
culture of the masses, the culture of the productive, innovative, participa- 
tory citizens in their place. These numbers are responsible for watching 
such phenomena and their practices and amputating them before they can 
spread, Their tasks, as a revolutionary force, also require that they con- 
stantly oversee, guide, and indoctrinate, then make a revolutionary mterial 
resolution as a final solution in the dialectic of the struggle of disen- 
franchisement in its material and moral sense. It is necessary to amputate 
the market mafia and eliminate it and all its forms, because freedom, with 
all its criteria, does not mean the presence of such occurrences and 
phenomena. Women's definition of freedom as a transformation from the con- 
dition that they were in, that of a commodity for sale and goods for com- 
merce and exploitation, through that, to sellers of the commodity, exploiters, 
dealers and thiefs is illogical. Women mist be transformed from commodities 
and pieces of furniture to women who are productive partners participating 
with men in all aspects of life, not to a commercial mafia in all things. 
The struggle that they are engaging in today, in the midst of the debris of 
the old society, for the sake of building a new human economic system, de- 
mands that we stand up resolutely to everyone who tries to abuse and distort 
this appeal through his attempts to act waywardly in the process of applying 
and making deficient awareness a clothes rack on which we can hang our delib- 
erate and unintentional mistakes, /In/ the struggles we are waging for the 
sake of the triumph of our beliefs, we mist arm ourselves with determination 
and bear responsibility for everything so that we can guarantee that one 
party to the struggle is made stronger than the other, that is, strengthen 
the party of the masses in the face of their enemies, so that the victory 
may therefore take place. All these bodies which we have enumerated must be 
mobilized with force and speed, also, to eliminate the phenomenon of the 
emptying out of markets, so that goods may return to their normal places and 
shelves, in order to be accessible to the masses of the people at a low 
price, which is the price of its cost. Let the middlemen, brokers, and gang 
of the female mafia be eliminated, It is necessary to set out and prepare 
consumption booklets so that we can guarantee that every citizen receives 
his needs in full without shortcomings and so that we can guarantee him the 
satisfaction in full of the needs he wants which we can provide him, so that 
he can be free and happy, rather than having backward, reactionary thieves 
take advantage of him, as is the case now, 


In addition, victory is contingent on the continued determination of the men 
of the revolution. The return of goods to their places and their delivery 
to the citizens to satisfy their needs is contingent on the effectiveness of 
the force of the revolution in all sectors, 

















Will we see rapid positive movement, or will there be no life for the persons 
to whom it is beckoning? At that point, we can only state and repeat, three 
times over: there is strength and power only with God. We state that once 
with respect to the absence and lethargy of the revolutionary force in all 
sectors and locations, and its negativism, a second time to those middlemen 
who are hoarding our requirements and oppressing us, and a third time when 
we enter the people's markets and gaze at the empty shelves. 
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COUNTRY BECOMES SWITZERLAND'S LARGEST OIL SUPPLIER 


London JAMAHTRIYA REVIEW in English No 46, Mar 84 p 17 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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THE LIBYAN Jamahinya has 
become Switzerland's largest sup- 
plier of crude oil, the OPEC news 
agency OPECNA disclosed on 3rd 
February. For the first time in five 
years, said the agency, Switzerland 
in 1983 stepped-up its oil imports, 
with the total nsing by 11.2 per 
cent to 12 million tonnes. 81.8 per 
cent came from African producers, 
compared with 61.4 per cent in 
1982, and the Jamahinya was the 
largest single supplier. 

OPECNA added that Swiss oil 
imports from the Arab Gulf coun- 
tnes decreased from 25.7 per cent 
of total imports to 16.6 per cent, 
and that North Sea oil last year 
accounted for a mere 1.6 per cent 
of Swiss imports, against 9.4 per 
cent in 1982. 

On 29th August the West Ger- 
man economics daily Handelsblatt 
disclosed that the Jamahinya had 
replaced the United Kingdom as 
the second largest oi] supplier to 
the European Economic Com- 
munity (EEC). In 1982 Libya sup- 
plied 9.4 per cent of total EEC 
imports. but the proportion rose to 
12.8 per cent in the first three 
months of last year. 
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AIR, SEA TRANSPORT LINKS EXPAND 
London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 46, Mar 84 p 17 


[Text ] 


THE LIBYAN Jamahiriya 's inter- 
national transport inks have been 
strengthened with the introduction 
by Geneva-based Medlift of a 
roll-on. roll-off and container ves- 


sel service from north European 
ports. 

The new service, which began on 
Ist January, was inaugurated amid 
reports from British shipping 
agents that business with the 
Jamahinya was rising sharply, 
despite the slow-down of Libya's 
development programmes in the 
face of the international oil glut. 
Tilbury-based Searite, which acts 
for Italy's Tarros Line, disclosed 
that in the last six weeks of 1983 it 
handled 140 Twenty-Foot Equi- 
valent Units (TEUs), and that it 
was hoping that the total for the 
year would reach 2,000 TEUs —the 
same as in 1981, before the start of 
the oil glut. 

The adverse financial climate 
since the onset of the oil giut has 
not prevented the Jamahinya from 
pressing ahead with projects to 
expand its domestic transportation 
links. Last month the Inter- 
national Airports Authority of 
India (IAAI) announced that its 
work on the second phase of the 
new airport at Brak would be com- 
pleted by June. The $45 million 
contract for the expansion scheme 
was awarded in 1981. Earthworks 
have been completed, and sur- 
facing will start soon. 
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SUCCESS FOR AFFORESTATION SCHEMES 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 46, Mar 84 p 17 


[Text ] 


CSO; 
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ONE OF the key problems facing 
agricuhural development in the 
Libyan Jamahinya has been the 
progressive encroachment of the 
desert northwards into the coun- 
trys most fertile lands along the 
coast. A major factor in this pro- 
cess has been overgrazing by sheep 
and goats. which has resulted in 
much destruction of vegetation, 
leaving the soil exposed to serious 
erosion by rainstorms. In recent 
years, however, the Jamahinya,has 
moved to halt the desert’s advance 
by launching an ambitious affores- 
tation programme, involving both 
forest and fruit trees. 

On 30th January the Jamahiriya 
news agency JANA announced 
that the tree planting campaign was 
‘progressing successfully’, and that 
26,481,700 forest seedlings had 
been planted over a total area of 
27,458 hectares in the areas of 
Ghadames, Az Zawiyah, Yifren, 
Tripoli, Al Aziziyeh, Ghanian, 
Tarhouna, Homs, Zliten, Suq al 
Jein, Misrata, Sirte, Agedabia, 
Benghazi, Al Fateh, the Jebel 
Akhdar, Darmah and Tobruk. In 
addition, said JANA, 3,186,730 
forest seedlings have been planted 
over 3,365 hectares in the areas of 
Al Ghanem, Gharian, South Zli- 
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ten, Minum, Al Hamrayah, Al 
Hizam al Ahdar, Abu Grayan and 
Jebel Alakhdat. 


Earlier, on 23rd January, JANA 
cited statistics released by the 
General People’s Committee for 
Agrarian Reform and Land 
Reclamation showing that 416,260 
fruit seedlings had been planted in 
the regions of Gharyan, Yifren, 
Tarhouna, Homs and Ghadames, 
all in the west of the Jamahinya. 
JANA added that 286,126 fruit 
seedlings had been planted in the 
Jebel Akhdar, A] Fateh and Derna 
regions in the east. During the cur- 
rent season. 17,700,845 fruit seedl- 
ings will be planted throughout the 
Jamahiriya. 


JANA noted that ‘the active assis- 
tance of all citizens’ had greatly 
contributed to the success of the 
afforestation programme. This was 
a reference to the collective work 
schemes in which thousands of citi- 
zens have volunteered their labour 
in intensive tree planting cam- 
paigns. In an address to a workers’ 
conference in December, 


Muammer Qadhafi pointed to 
these collective campaigns as being 
critical in assuring that the 
Jamahiriya’s development 
schemes were completed on 
schedule. 
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ZEUTINA DESALINATION PLANT COMMISSIONED 


LIBYA 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 46, Mar 84 pp 17, 18 


[Text ] 


THE WEST German firm of 
Krupp Indusinetechnik has com- 
pleted commissioning of a desali- 
nation plant linked to a small 
power station at Zuetina. on the 
coast | 50 kilometres south of Ben- 
ghazi, Middle East Economic 
Digest disclosed on 27th January. 
The $50.1 million contract was 
awarded two years ago. 


The decision to drop the desali- 
nation units at Zuetina is thought 
to be linked to the Jamahiriya s 
scheme to build a 1.900 kilometres 
pipeline to carry 700 million cubic 
metres of water per annum from 
beneath the southern deserts for 
industrial, agricultural and domes- 
tic use along the coast. The $3.3 
billion main construction contract 


cover 70 per cent of t $63.1 million 
project. has been opened with the 
Central Bank of Libya through 
Algemene Bank Nederland. 


The Dutch firm of Esmil Inter- 
national has already started initial 
work on the site. The plant will 
have three 10.000 cubic metres per 
day multi-stage flash desalination 
units a Sea water intake. stores and 


Zuetina is also the site of one of 
the largest power stations planned 
by the Jamahinya. Originally. it 
was envisaged that the scheme 
would have six 120 MW turbines 
and four 20,000 cubic metres per 
day capacity desalination units. 


for the pipeline scheme was 
recently won by South Korea's 
Don Ah Industnal and Con- 
struction Company. It is under- 
stood that Libya's planners 
decided that the water pipeline will 
obviate the n<ed for a desalination 


an 1] MW power station. The main 
contract will also cover mainte- 
nance for five vears 

The desalination units will be 
supplied by Esmil, and the civil 
works. electncal and mechanical 


Bids for the construction contract 
have been submitted by South 
Korea's Hyundai, Brown Boven 
and Deutche Babcock. both of 
West Germany. and by the Italian 
firm of Ansaldo. It has now been 
decided. however. to omit the 
desalination facility at Zuetina, 
and the scheme will go ahead as a 
power stauon only, with the 
onginally-planned capacity of 720 
MW. 


cso: 4500/79 


facility at Zuetina on the scale orig- 
inally envisaged, and the four com- 
panies which have applied for the 
Zuetina contract have now been 
requested to revise their bids. Con- 
sultant for the power station is Bri- 
tain’s Ewbank Preece. 


In January it was disclosed that 
Amsterdam-based American 
Express International Banking 
Corporation has arranged a $44.2 
million financial package for a 
major desalination plant to be sited 
at Bunba. The letter of credit, to 
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works contracts have yet to be 
awarded. Mainconsultantis Esmil. 
and West Germeny's Agiplan pro- 
vided consultancy services at the 
tendering Stage. 

The Jamahinya’s $62.5 billion 
1981-85 development plan allo- 
cates $6.6 billion to the electricity 
sector, and calls for an increase in 
the country’s installed generating 
capacity from 4,800 MW in 1980 
to 9,400 MW in 1985. The plan 
also provides for the output of 
desalinated water to mse to 755 
million cubic metres per day by the 
middle of the decade. 














NEW CONTRACTS FOR ABV VALUED AT $124 MILLION 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 46, Mar 84 p 18 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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THE SWEDISH construction firm 
of Amerad Betong Vae- 
gfoerbaetringar (ABV) has won 
two new contracts in the 
Jamahiriya, together worth $124 
million, Stockholm radio 
announced on 1/4th January. 
adding that one of the awards was 
for a new motorway and the other 
for university buildings. Work on 
the two contracts 1s scheduled to 
take one year. 

ABV is one of Sweden's largest 
and most successful international 
contracting companies, and the 
new orders bring the total value of 
its work in the Jamahinya to nearly 
$1.6 billion. One of the firm's 
largest projects is the construction 
of a new town at the south eastern 
oasis of Kufra The contract. 
awarded in 1980. is valued at $143.5 
miliion and entails building 600 
apartments. in one and two storey 
buildings, and infrastructure, 
including a new sewage treatment 
plant and schools. The new town 
will house 2,000 people, many of 
them workers from the nearby 
Kufra agricultural project 
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GRAIN OUTPUT AT HIGH LEVEL 
London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 46, Mar 84 p 18 


[Text ] 


A KEY aim of revolutionary 
Libya's planners is to raise the 
country’s level of food self- 
sufficiency by expanding agricul- 
tural output. The current $62. 5 bil- 
lion 1981-85 development plan 
allocates $1 billion for agncultural 
investment, and only the industnal 
sector, with spending set at $17.1 
billion, has a higher prontty. 

In addition to its role in pro- 
viding foodstuffs, the agriculture 
sector plays a vital part in Libya's 
industrial plans. supplying the raw 
matenals for food processing and 
other light industrial ventures. This 
was highlighted on 7th January 
when the Jamahiriya news agency 
JANA, citing sources in the Gen- 
eral People’s Committee for 
Economy and Light Industry, dis- 
closed that the country's grain and 
ammal fodder plants last year 
‘attained very high production 
levels’. The grain factories at Zhi- 
ten. Suan. Sebha. Marj. Surman 
and Tobruk achieved outputs var- 
ying between 65 and 85 per cent of 
their design capacities, and the 
fodder plants at Zliten. Qarabolli, 
A! Abyar. Sebha. Tripoli. 7th Apnl 
and Surman attained output levels 
of between 75 and 126 per cent of 
capacity. 

On 16th November JANA 
announced that almost 100,000 
hectares had been sown with wheat 
and barley in the 1983-84 planung 
season. The 1981-85 plan calls for 
output of wheat to rise to 428.800 
tonnes by 1985S. and for barley 
production to mse to 105,000 
tonnes, compared with respective 
figures of 140,500 tonnes and 
71,500 tonnes in 1980. 
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AL-QADHDHAFI INSPECTS INDUSTRIAL PLANTS 


London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 46, Mar 84 p 18 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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THE KEEN interest which 
revolutionary leader Muammer 
Qadhafi takes in the Jamahiriya’s 
economic progress was highlighted 
last month, when he conducted a 
tour of factories in the Tnpoli reg- 
ion. On 30th January the 
Jamahinya news agency JANA 
announced that Colonel Qadhafi 
had inspected factones producing 
paint, stoves, refrigerators, 
plougis, trailers, school furniture, 
plastics, heater covers, artificial 
sponges, bricks and reinforced 
concrete girders. He also visited 
the Tnpoli flour mills complex and 
the associated silos and bakery. 
Accompanying the Libyan leader 
was Mr Musa Abu Freiwa, the 
Jamahiriya’s Secretary for 
Economy and Light Industry. 


Earlier, on 23rd January, JANA 
announced that output at the 
Socialist Company for the Man- 
ufacture of Bncks, located at Jan- 
zour, near Tripoli, last year totalled 
50,680 tonnes - eleven per cent 
higher than the target production 
figure. JANA disclosed that the 
company is to implement a plan to 
raise output still further. 
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$60 MILLION MEAT, LIVESTOCK ORDER WITH ITALIAN COMPA NY 
London JAMAHIRIYA REVIEW in English No 46, Mar 84 


[Text ] 


RISING INCOMES ang living 
standards in the Jamahinva have 
been accompanied by greatly 
improved diets, and in particular to 
a sharp rise in the consumpuon of 
meat. To match the growing 
demand, the 1981-85 develop- 
ment plan calls for the establ- 
ishment of 64 new cattle breeding 
Stations. to bring the country s total 
to 92 by the middle of the decade 
with a capacity of 46.000 head. At 
the same time. Libva 1s engaged in 
a major programme of re-seeding 
to improve the quality of the graz- 
ing land used by sheep and goats 
In addition, the development plan 
calls for the construction of a series 
of intensive poultry farms to pro- 
duce millions of birds annually 


Until the Jamahiriva’s own pro- 
duction 1s able to meet demand. 
however. the country must import 
some of its meat requirements. and 
Tripoli has negotiated a series of 
contracts With Overseas suppliers of 
meat and livestock. The latest such 
order has just been won by the 
Italian firm of Balzanm & Cory: 
and is reportedly valued at $60 mi!- 
lion. The Milan-based company 
will supply 600,000 sheep. $0.000 
cattle and 10,000 tonnes of meat 
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MOROCCO 


LABOR LEADER ISSUES MAJOR POLICY SPEECH 
Casablanca RISALAT AL-UMMAH in Arabic 2 May 84 pp 1, 2 


/Article: "In the Speech by Mr Mahjoub Ben Seddik, Secretary General of the 
Moroccan Federation of Labor"/ 


/Text/ On the occasion of the first of May, Mr Mahjoub Ben Seddik, the 
secretary general of the Moroccan Federation of Labor, gave an important 
speech in which he reviewed the struggles and preoccupations of the Moroccan 
working class, linking that with major national concerns and stressing the 
vanguard role of the Moroccan working class. 


Herewith we present some paragraphs from this speech: 


The manifestations of celebration on this day differ according to circun- 
stances and country. Nonetheless, the significance is a common one, sharing 
a@ common assertion, which is that the workers’ struggles and conflicts con- 
stitute a part of a whole and that their will is joined together in solidar- 
ity in a common rejection of all forme of injustice, oppression and exploita- 
tion. 


This year Workers’ Day is taking place as the world is stumbling about in 
its crises, the abyss of tension is expanding and increasing here and there, 
economic conditions are becoming more disturbed and chaotic, and the gap be- 
tween the fortunate members of the existing international system and those 
who are oppressed under its aegis is growing deeper. 


The peoples of our Arab and Islamic world are suffering from many of these 
injustices and violations. The Zionist aggression against Palestine and the 
Arab lands adjacent to it constitutes their most vicious manifestation, and 
the Palestinian resistance, under the leadership of the Liberation Organiza- 
tion, and the upheaval of the Arab masses in the occupied territories and 
southern Lebanon embody a heroic continuation of peoples’ will for liberation. 


Salutations to the perseverance of the people offering resistance in Tripoli, 
after Beirut, veneration for the martyrs of the Palestinian people in the 
uprising in Jerusalem and all the occupied territories, and a renewed promise 
to continue to support and back them, because their struggle is our struggle, 
and their battle is a chapter in our nation's battles. 
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Salutations also to our brothers in Eritrea and all the people fighting to 
preserve the identity, genuineness and tolerant spirit of our example and 
our values. 


Our region here in the Maghreb is going through serious tension which is fed 
by wrongful calculations and inflamed by the designs of colonialism, whose 
mouth is watering. It threatens to break out into a similar war from which 
there will be no benefit except for the interests of the merchants of destruc- 
tion and the enemies of peoples. 


After early signs of positive developments in relations among the countries 
of the Maghreb had been hinted at, especially after we with great satisfac- 
tion had recorded a rectification in the position of our fraternal Libya and 
its improved understanding of Morocco's just struggle to regain its terri- 
torial integrity, tension once again prevailed when Algerian diplomacy re- 
newed its opposition to Morocco's established rights to its restored Sahara 
and returned to the strange thinking which wants the road to the unity of 

the Maghreb to pass through the labyrinths of fragmentation and balkanization 
by sanctifying the lines colonialism drew out on the map of the region. 


Just as we reassert our adherence to the unity of the Maghreb, we stress our 
adherence to our territorial unity, because we are well aware that the con- 
spiracies being hatched against our Sahara are only a continuation of the 
same conspiracies which the Moroccan people thwarted, one after the other, 
for centuries, in their capacity as a people with firm inner ties along the 
Western boundaries of the Arab Islamic world whose fate was to be a strong 
people, to be honored and graced with freedom, confidence and peace, although 
the designs of the covetous reached out to it as soon as signs of weakness, 
feebleness and decline appeared on its part. 


We are well aware of this and hope that all the covetous and all the oppor- 
tunistic will be aware of it as well. 


The working class does not bargain, and does not accept any bargaining over 
the unity of national soil, 


The economic crisis in which the country is faltering has become aggravated 
this year and everyone is in agreement over its gravity. The balances of 
credibility of the Moroccan economic situation have disappeared as far as 
many people, abroad and domestically both, are concerned, and initiative and 
the will to work and invest have become paralyzed. This has led to an un- 
precedented recession and obvious foreign causes which have become general 
throughout Morocco, just as they have become general throughout the other 
countries affected by the current labor crisis, have interacted in this situ- 
ation with other causes that concern it, because they may be attributed to 
its intrinsic structure, its erroneous economic options and orientations, and 
the bad practices which prevail in the areas of management and procurement. 


In the Moroccan Federation of Labor, before entering into any argument, we 
preferred to open a broad discussion among workers through a series of 
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symposia which dealt with many dominant sectors and regional federations, 
~der to analyze the current crisis and become informed in a truthful 
© about its causes. 


Through the discussion, which took a number of weeks, indeed months, and 
went on in an atmosphere of seriousness and appreciation of responsibility, 
it became apparent that the current Moroccan causes of the crisis are much 
more important than its labor causes. 


By way of example, but not exclusively, it is apparent that the shutdown of 
many factories and organizations did not take place in response to the rise 
in the price of the dollar or the difficulties of importing primary materials 
but that the reasons for it may be attributed to the point that what has been 
called the Moroccanization of the domestic econamy took place under the 
slogan of assigning things to people who were not qualified for them, by 
virtue of the exploitation of influence and the monopolization of money. 


The important thing is that we record here and condemn the attempt by 
planners and employers to exploit the current economic and social difficult- 
ies to deliver the final blow to all the workers’ gains and to evade all con- 
mitment or responsibility, after they had benefitted for many years from var- 
ious forms of encouragement and facilities. To these phenomena one must add 
the tragedies of education, the problems of public health, the problems of 
housing and so forth which are dominant in the eyes of the toilers and the 
perspective for the future, depriving them of sleep in their fear over the 
morrow and what it portends for themselves and their sons and daughters. 


We have recorded the collapse of the policy followed to confront these major 
domestic problems and the failure of what is called the democratic pro- 
gression in creating the suitable framework for presenting them and mobiliz- 
ing powers and efforts to remedy them. The events that occurred declared 
once again, in a sorrowful manner, the deterioration of social conditions 
and showed the obvious rift in domestic life between the condition of the 
people and the condition of fraudulent parties, pro forma democracy and 
artificial political life. 


There was nothing new about them this time except for the opportunists who 
tried to exploit them with a great uproar inside and outside Morocco, in 
June 1981, and this time left the streets as they were to work diligently 
to represent the opposition of the people to the government in the context 
of the government! 


Under the leadership of the Moroccan Federation of Labor, the working class 
has, in spite of everything, been graced with a spirit of responsibility, 
composure and self control, because experience has taught it faith in organ- 
ized activity alone, and because it has linked, and always does link, its 
interests to the interests of the nation. 


We forcefully reject all opportunism and all capitulation, because we believe 
and are convinced that Morocco is rich in material and human resources, that 
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it is able to confront the labor crises under conditions better than those 
under which it is currently making the confrontation, and that it is able 
to triumph over poverty, ignorance and injustice by relying on the enthasi- 
astic, responsible participation of its masses, 


Proceeding from this strong faith, we reject the continuation and pursuit of 
a policy whose failure has been proved by experience by the various :eans by 
which proof is made. 


We reject the continuation of a policy which is founded on the fragmentation 
of the people, the division of ranks and the contrivance of hollow bodies, 
parties and organizations in service of leaders to the exclusion of the 

mass bases. 


We reject the defrauding of the will of the people and the thinking behind 
it, which require that majorities and minorities be formed within parliament 
and the representative councils and within departments, factories and 
organizations. 


We reject the dilution of trade union activity and the attempts to put it to 
the side and confine it to the context of empty dialogue or sterile inter- 
necine fighting among workers, because our federation was not created to 
achieve victories over the workers but to make the rights of the workers 
triumph and to be at the service of all workers. 


Because we believe that the union is not sleight of hand and deception and 
is not an instrument for achieving selfish goals, but is commitment and 
sacrifice in service of the working class: 


We seek options for the people which will advance our country and our people 
along the road to liberation. 


We seek the resurgence of the masses, based on their aware, responsible par- 
ticipation, their persuasion, the mobilization of their resources and their 
creative enthusiasm. 


We seek unity instead of fragmentation, responsibility instead of capitulation 
and indifference, surveillance by the people in place of pro forma democracy. 


The enthusiasm, readiness and vitality which we have observed throughout the 
year within our ranks, in the context of the workers and among the managers 
and fighting men, increase our confidence and optimism regarding the working 
class' ability to continue the struggle for the sake of change and its ability 
and readiness to bear its responsibilities in full, with awareness and con- 
mitment, for the sake of overcoming difficulties and realizing its goals and 
the goals of the masses of the people, with its weapon, to this end, first of 
all, the unity of its ranks and its clear vision, awareness, and maturity. 
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INDUSTRIALIZATION OF KIBBUTZIM UNDERWAY 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 
[Article by Macabee Dean] 


[Text ] 


TEL AVIV. - Every third of the 
country’s approximately 300 kibbut- 
zim is now drawing up plans to put 
up an industrial project within the 
next four years, according to the 
Kibbutz Industries Association. 


Last year, ten new projects were 
launched, and some $90 million was 
invested in new plant and in expand- 
ing existing industnes. Expansion 
took place, especially among those 
200 factories which are highly 
export-oriented. 

All the industries, including 160 
which work mainly for the local 
market, produced goods valued at 
$900m. in 1983, of which $200m. was 
exported. Kibbutz services and rest- 
homes are included in the category 
of “industry.” 

Kfar Hahoresh last year opened 
the largest bakery in the Middle- 
East. The bakery is completely auto- 
mated and computerized. 
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The Ganir plant for citrus fruit 
juices belonging to Kibbutz Gat and 
Kibbutz Beit Nir recently invested 
$1m. in an aseptic system of refri- 
geration “without refrigeration."’ 

Kibbutz Yagur has launched its 
Singal plant for glass products. It will 
manufacture glass tiles for the con- 
Struction industry and the plant will 
soon enter the electronics market. 

The robotics plant set up at Kib- 
butz Zora last year is planning to 
market 25 robots in Israel in 1984. 
The Tama factory, which is owned 


by Mishmar Haemek and Gal-Ed, 


recently invested $250,000 in new 
equipment to produce plastic sheets 
for hothouses. 

The factory at Kibbutz Ramat 
Yohanan has developed a new type 
of corrugated anti-corrosive plastic 
sheet, which can replace asbestos, 
tin and other types of coverings. 

Kibbutz Sand hopes to increase its 
export of grinding wheels to the Far 
East from $100,000 last year to 
$250,000 this year. 
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WATER COMPANY DEBTS MAY MEAN CUTBACKS TO PUBLIC 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 25 May 84 p 3 
{Article by Yitzhak Oked] 


[Text] TEL AVID.--Some of the public may suffer water shortages starting 
Sunday because the Treasury has apparently not made good its promise of last 
Tuesday to give the Mekorot national water company K700 million. 


The company owes this sum to the Electric Corporation, which yesterday cut 
off power to further Mekorot installations, bringing to 10 the number of 
Merkorot facilities so far shut down. 


The corporation today plans to make further power cuts to Mekorot, but it is 
believed that the public will begin to feel the cuts on Sunday. 


Mekorot general manager Zeev Azhkenazi told The Jerusalem Post that the Finance 
Ministry owest Mekorot over ISl billion. Because of this, Mekorot does not have 
money to pay its electric bill, he said. 


,Corporation spokesman Avri Ministry officials have tried but 
Raviv told The Post that Mekorot failed to make contact during the 
had not paid its debt. He said that past days with Treasury officials. 
Mekorot most likely banked on the It was conjectured that these offi- 
fact that the EC felt it had a respon- cials were not available due to their 
siblity to the public and would not participation in the Jerusalem Eco- 
cut off the power to its installations. nomic Conference. 

Raviv said that the EC would now But Ariela Ravdel, the Finance 
have to take much stronger méa- Ministry spokeswoman, said that 
sures. ministry officials were in the office 

On Tuesday an agreement was this week and not involved with the 
reached between Agriculture Minis- conference. She added that it takes 
ter Pessah Grupper and Finance more than three days to make out a 
Minister Yigal Cohen-Orgad to pay cheque for IS700m. because the offi- 
Mekorot 1S700m. so that it could pay cials must carry Out a series of proce- 
its electricity bill. A committee dures before they can approve such a 
would decide’on the remaining sum, sum. ‘This is public money and we 
over which there is a dispute be- cannot just sign a cheque ina minute 
tween the ministry and Mekorot. and send it out,”’ she said. 

Ashkenazi said that none of this Ravdel said she hoped that the 
money has yet reached Mekorot or cheque would be signed and sent to 
the EC. Mekorot and Agriculture Mekorot today. 


CSO: 4400/258 


37 














NEGEV PRODUCES SHALE OIL 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 24 May 84 p 6 


[Article by Charles Hoffman] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4400/258 


Israel has produced oil from shale 
in an experimental plant in the 
Negev that is several dollars cheaper 
per barrel than imported crude oil, 
according to the chief scientist of the 
Energy Ministry, Prof. Dan Zaslavs- 
ky. 

He revealed the results of the first 
techno-economic feasibility study 
done on processing Israeli oil shale 
at a symposium on energy held on 
Tuesday at Tel Aviv University 
(TAU). The event marked the open- 
ing of the Gordon Centre for Ener- 
gy Studies at the university. 


Zaslavsky said that the 10 billion 
tons of proven reserves of oil shale in 
Israel, if converted into liquid fuel, 
could supply the equivalent of sever- 
al hundred million tons of crude oil. 
This amount could supply the coun- 
try’s entire energy needs for several 
decades. 


The Negev plant run by Pama 
(Energy Resources Development) 
has been experimenting for about a 
year with extracting oil from the 
shale and with direct combustion of 
the rock. These studies have demon- 
strated that a larger plant producing 
about 20,000 barrels of fuel a day 
would be economical. 


The TAU energy studies centre 
was endowed by Gershon Gordon, 
chairman of the Swiss-based oil trad- 
ing company Napthamondial. 
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The 68-year-old Gordon, who has 
been connected with the Israel oil 
establishment for several decades, 
said about 80 per cent of the oil he 
deals in comes from the Arabs, and 
the rest from the Soviet Union. 

- “For years I have been a welcome 
visitor in practically all the Arab 
countries, but until the peace treaty 
with Egypt I was referred to as the 
‘Swiss oil-man G.’ by the Israeli 
press, to keep my ties to this country 
quiet.” 

Gordon, who speaks a fluent Heb- 
rew learned in his native Vilna, don- 
ated $1 million 10 years ago fora 
building near the TAU campus to 
house an energy studies centre, that 
was to Operate in conjunction with 
the Israel Petroleum Institute. 

As it was recounted during the 
dedication ceremony, Gordon be- 
came annoyed when he saw that the 
building was being used mainly for 
government offices and was not pro- 
ducing scientists and engineers 
trained to work in energy fields. 


ISRAEL 


Last year he made an offer to the 
university that "it couldn't refuse." 
He promised to send another $lm. the 
day after the academic senate approved 
a full-scale academic programme in 


energy. 


He delivered on schedule 


after the decision was made, much to 

the astonishment of the university au- 
thorities, who were not used to donors 
coming up with the entire amount pled- 


ged in one shot. 








LEBANON 


ECONOMY OF SOUTH LEBANON SUFFERS UNDER OCCUPATION 
Planned Economic Destruction 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 1 May 84 p 7 


[Text] The south is a new piece of Arab territory that could be lost. 
Southerners today have come to confront their destiny in isolation in the 
face of the escalation of Israeli practices designed to break the will of the 
people, gain control of their land and homes, and take away their ability to 
make decisions and their freedom. 


Now that Israeli terrorism and the violation by the occupation forces of the 
people's holy and sacred places and homes have led to an escalation of mili- 
tary and civil eesistance, the enemy has escalated his actions in order to 
threaten the livelihood and living of the citizenry. 


This escalation has reached its peak with the closing of the crossings and 

the constraining of people in their movements and activities. This came after 
the occupation forces:ihad begun their practices with sweep operations in 

which armored vehicles were used in the middle of commercial markets. In ad- 
dition, shops and companies have been compelled to close. They also carried 
out operations in which orchards were destroyed and the agricultural seasons 
were disturbed. This was done in response to the boycott of Israeli products 
by both merchants and citizens. 


The coastal road to the south has been closed. As for the Batir-Jazzin gate- 
way, the Israelis and their allies open it according to their whims. There- 
fore, the south today is experiencing a state of deep economic collapse that 
is threatening hundreds of commercial, agricultural, industrial, aud craft 
institutions with closure and bankruptcy. It is also threatening thousands 
of workers with unemployment and expulsion, while their families are being 
threatened by hunger. 


The occupation authorities are making a concerted attempt to break the will 
of the citizenry, whom they wish to make work within the context of their 
agencies and those of their supporters. They wish to bind the interests of 
the people and their livelihood to these agencies. In this way, it will be 
easier for the occupation authorities to appropriate the land. 
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The salvation of the economy of the south is a task as important as that of 
liberating the land. There can be no liberation without steadfastness, and 
there can be no steadfastness without a livelihood. 


In order to draw up a plan for economic steadfastness in the south, one must 
define the current situation of the labor, industrial, agricultural, and com 
mercial sectors. One must clarify the dangers faced by the various produc- 
tion sectors in the region and note both the seriousness of the Israeli meas- 
ures and the ability of these sectors to bear their consequences. One must 
ask here and now about the ability of the citizens resident in the south to be 
steadfast in their confrontation with the Israeli measures if they receive no 
support. This applies equally to workers, farmers, industrialists, and busi- 
nessmen. 


We will try to answer this question through the studies prepared by southern 
economic experts. These studies provide a picture that might not be complete, 
but is nevertheless enough to confirm the economic dangers threatening the 
south, which are making it easy for the Israeli occupation authorities to 
swallow it whole. 


Occupation's Effect on Economy 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 1 May 84 p 7 


[Article by Muhammad Salih: "The Israeli Occupation Is Threatening the Liveli- 
hood of 12,000 Workers" ] 


[Text] A study prepared by the leadership of the Federation of Southern Work- 
ers attempts to throw light on the living conditions of workers and social 
sectors with limited income. It does so by looking at the flow of production 
in the various sectors of work. In his presentation of this study, the vice 
president of the General Federation of Workers and the president of the Feder- 
ation of Southern Workers, Hasib 'Abd-al-Jawwad, emphasized the following 
points. 


First: Movement of Production in Agriculture 


Citrus Fruits: Financial return is no more than 25 percent of what the normal 
return was prior to the Israeli invasion. It does not meet current production 
costs. The difficulties facing this sector can be summed up as the destruc- 
tion of the land, the cutting down of trees, and the obstruction of the move- 
ment of transportation due to the closure of the crossings, as well as the 
fact that the exporting of some 250,000 tons of output has been prevented. 


The number of workers in this sector, counting both full-time and seasonal 
orchard workers, is estimated at about 12,000. They are suffering from unem- 
ployment and the lack of an income at the rate of 80 percent. They can be 
distributed as follows: 4,000 workers without work (unemployed), 1,500 workers 
who are continuing to work, and 6,500 workers who are working at 40 percent of 
the full-time level. 
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Tobacco: 


Normal output before the invasion was 7,500 tons, with a monetary return of 
70 million pounds. Tobacco provided all or part of the income of about 20,000 
families. 


The currently expected output for this year is 5,000 tons, which will provide 
a financial repurn of 45 million pounds. This decrease in returns has been 
accompanied by increasing costs, as a result of the security situation, the 
closing of the crossings and the roads within the southern region, and the 
delay in the delivery of the crops (as of this day, the 1984 crop has not been 
bought). 


Fruit, Vegetables, Etc.: 


Tne material return from this sector has almost disappeared, as a result of 
competition from Israeli produce. 


On the one hand, Ahmad al-Hariri, the president of the Trade Union of Orchard 
Workers in the south, said that the output of citrus fruit for a normal year 
before the Israeli invasion was 400,000 tons of various types. This produce 
was worth 1 billion Lebanese pounds. Since the invasion, as a result of the 
closing of the crossings, the cutting of the roads, the closing of the Arab 
markets, and the obstruction of the marketing of merchandise, citrus produc- 
tion has fallen to 300,000 tons, while annual losses have reached 400,000 
pounds. In addition, let us not forget the competition offered by Israeli 
agricultural produce in the local markets. 


He added that a dunam of cultivated land produced 3,000 pounds worth of out- 
put before the invasion, but that this figure has fallen to 1,500 pounds. In 
some cases, it has gone even lower, reaching 800 pounds. 


He explained that Israeli competition was manifesting itself in banana pro- 
duction, since: the Israeli occupation authorities have been able to flood the 
southern market with Israeli bananas, filling some 60 percent of the local 
market's needs. 


With regard to the acts of destruction, he said that the occupation forces 
have been cutting down trees in orchards all along the coastal road between 
Sayda' and al-Naqurah. So far, 3,000 dunams of trees have been cut. He said 
that the continuation of these measures would threaten agriculture in the 
south in general, especially in the area of citrus fruits. 


Finally, he said that between 25 and 30 percent of the agricultural workers 
had lost their jobs as a result of the deterioration of the economic situ- 
ation. 


Second: Movement of Production in Industry 


In the south, industry is a recent phenomenon bound up with the craft sector. 
The workers in this sector total 12,000, of whom 3,000 work in large and 
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medium-sized institutions (textile and clothing factories and leather indus- 
tries). The rest are found in craft institutions. 


Production in the large and medium-sized institutions has been cut by 80 
percent. This is because no primary materials are available in the local 
markets, while the importation of such materials from the capital has become 
difficult. In addition, the security situation, the closing of the crossings, 
and the inability to export to other Lebanese markets and to foreign markets 
all have played a role. 


These are some of the institutions that have ceased operations entirely: the 
al-Miqati textile factory in 'Adlun--al-Sarfand, the Bahsun Wood Factory-ABZ, 
the Talal al-Za-tari factory for the manufacture of nylon bags, the Hamdan 
factory for the manufacture of shoes, the Spanish leather industries factory 
owned by Salah Mukhtar al-Baba, and the "“Interbak" cardboard factory owned 

by the al-Za'tari--al-Bisat company. If this situation continues, it is ex- 
pected that unemployment will become comprehensive in the large and medium- 
sized institutions. 


Activity in the craft institutions has been cut by 80 percent. Some 5,000 
workers in this sector have become completely unemployed, while the rest are 
working part-time. 


There are some 850 craft institutions. Of this number, 275 institutions have 
shut down totally. This gloomy picture becomes clear when one considers the 
industrial cities of Sayda', al-Ghaziyah, Abu al-Aswad, Sur, and al-Nabatiyah. 


Third: Building Sector 


Before the invasion, this sector was witnessing a noticeable boom in both the 
cities and the villages. After the invasion, it suffered a great collapse. 
In comparison with the period prior to the invasion, activity in the sector 
has fallen by 90 percent. Some 5,000 of the 6,000 workers who were active 

in this sector have lost their employment. 


Investors in this sector are facing dangers. The most prominent one is the 
presence of hundreds of unrented apartments. In addition, the value of both 
real estate and land prepared for construction is low, while the interest on 
bank loans has accumulated. 


Fourth: Commercial Sector 
Commercial activity has fallen by 40 percent from the level it had reached 
prior to the invasion. This has been accompanied by an increase in prices of 


30 percent. 


The luxury category within this sector has suffered a crushing blow. 


The number of workers in this sector is about 3,500. The incomes of more 
than half of them have fallen by 50 percent, while 20 percent of them have 
lost their jobs. 
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Fifth: Fishing Sector 
The number of workers in this sector is 1,200. They provide for 15,000 souls. 


During the first 100 days of this year, this sector's return did not exceed 
one-fifth of its return for the same period before the invasion. This is due 
to the security measures imposed by the Israeli occupation forces to prevent 
the fishermen from performing their work, as well as to the invasion of the 
local market by Israeli fish. 


In addition to the situation from which the working class in the south is 
suffering, there are, as ‘Abd-al-Jawwad pointed out, no less than 3,500 
workers living in Sayda' and the surrounding region who used to travel in the 
direction of the capital daily. They used to work in institutions spread out 
between Wadi al-Zaynah, al-Jiyah, al-Damur, al-Na'imah, Khaldah, al-Shuwayfat, 
and Beirut and its suburbs, but they are now unemployed, as they have been 
for some time. At fault in this are the security situation, the closing of 
the crossings, and the shutting down of the factories where they used to work. 


Many workers, while not having lost their work entirely, receive partial 
Salaries that amount to a third of their normal wages. In addition, a large 
number of workers have been working for years in the Arab countries, expeci- 
ally in Saudi Arabia, the Gulf, Jordan, Iraq, and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah. 
Many have been dismissed from their jobs, and their remittances to their fam 
ilies have fallen. 


"Abd-al-Jawwad concluded by saying that this situation threatened to produce 
a large migration that would include not only the working class, but their 
families as well. 


The following information was contained in another study, which was done by 
those concerned with economic infrastructure in the south: 


The Industrial Sector 


The situation of the adndustrial sector in the south threatens an actual econ- 
omic and social disaster. The obstruction of communications and traffic, 
first on the al-Awwali and then on the Batir road in the Shuf, has caused 

and is causing delays in the arrival of primary materials at the factories. 
Sales of all industrial products have fallen to less than 50 percent of the 
level they had reached before the recent Israeli measures, which have caused 
their prices to rise, since production costs have risen. In addition, trans- 
portation costs have risen by 600 percent since the Israeli measures at the 
al-Awwali crossing were imposed. 


The southern industrial sector has suffered a reverse, and this has caused 
a nearly total halt in investment and employment. In addition, some indus- 
trial capital has been removed and invested abroad, while many technicians 
and skilled workers have fled. A number of industrialists have left the 
country, too. 
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In addition, the technical level of the means of production has fallen. The 
market in the Gulf and the Arab countries has contracted, while the cost of 
production has increased greatly. Competition inside the country has inten- 
sified, in view of the smuggling taking place via the illegal ports. The 
same thing is happening over the southern borders, across which all kinds of 
goods are flowing, since the Lebanese state has disappeared entirely from 
all its borders. In addition to that, given the absence of bank facilities 
and the loss of financial support from the state, the financial burdens 
facing industrialists have accumulated. According to our estimates, the 
damage inflicted on the southern industrial sector up until September 1983 
amounted to 400 million Lebanese pounds. By March 1984, it amounted to 550 
million Lebanese pounds. As for the indirect losses, they amount to 80 mil- 
lion Lebanese pounds. Industry in the south has lost about 20 percent of its 
fixed capital. 


Although no one is eager to give a dark picture of the future of industry in 
the south, the numbers refuse to do ought but cast shadows of gloom on this 
picture. They confirm that the situation has been worsening month after 
month. With this goal in mind, we will try to cast a look at the movement of 
industry both before the invasion and during the phases of the Israeli oc- 
cupation (see chart number 2). Thus, we will see where industry in the re- 
gion has gone. 


The first period: 


This period extends from the beginning of 1982 until June 1982 (until the in- 
vasion). It is characterized by the beginning of the retrogression of indus- 
try, as a result of the security events that were occurring in the south at 
that time. Industrial output fell by 20 percent. 


The second period: 


This period runs from the beginning of June 1982 (the invasion) until the end 
of September 1982. During it, industrial production fell by 54 percent in 
comparison with the previous period. 


The Third Period: 


This period extends from the beginning of October 1982 until the end of Aug- 
ust 1983. In it, the industrial sector began to lick its wounds following 
the invasion. This caused production to increase 27 percent in comparison 
with the second period. 


The Fourth Period: 


This period extends from September 1983 until the end of November 1983. That 
is, it is the period during which the events in the mountain took place. The 
Israeli forces began to issue transportaoton permits for goods. This period 
recorded a 43 percent decline in industrial production, in comparison with 
the third period. 


44 











The Fifth Period: 


This period extends from December 1983 until February 1984. During it, the 
occupation forces moved to close the al-Awwali road. At first they did so 
periodically, but at the beginning of February 1984, they closed it once and 
for all. During this period, industrial production was equal to 17 percent 
of production prior to 1981. 


By 1983, the number of industrial institutions in the south amounted to 6,000 
factories. Their total capital was worth about 320 million Lebanese pounds. 
The number of persons working in these factories was 5,700. As for now, the 
services of 800 workers have been dispensed with. Most of them are temporary 
workers who are not registered with social security. At the same time, the 
productive capacity of the factories has fallen to 35 percent. 


In 1983, the number of industrial enterprises in the south amounted to 9 per- 
cent of the number of such enterprises in Lebanon while the workers in the 
southern industrial sector amounted to 5 percent of the industrial workers in 
Lebanon. It is worth mentioning that the industrial enterprises in the south 
are mostly individual and family enterprises employing no more than five work- 
ers. 


Similarly, work shifts gave a clear indication of the situation. In normal 
times, we used to see the heads of enterprises extending the hours of work, 
but today they have begun to shorten them as much as possible, either because 
they cannot find means of transportation or because the primary materials 
needed for production are not available. Thus, the heads of enterprises 

are compelled to dismiss a large proportion of their workers, who are thereby 
faced with vagrancy. 


If we compare the south's industrial exports in 1983 with the value of the 
Lebanese pound in 1981, these exports do not exceed 40 percent of the exports 
for that year, as a result of the fall in the exchange rate of the Lebanese 
pound. 


Factory owners are currently lost and unable to make decisions, as a result of 
the loss of stability and security and the lack of contact with both Lebanese 
and Arab consuming regions. 


According to our estimates, in the period falling between October 1982 and the 
end of 1983, more than 2,000 workers were faced with dismissal. The capacity 
of the south's industry to endure this political security situation is very 
limited, while the variables are numerous and rapid. The only sure thing is 
that indestry cannot survive under the current situation. 


Moreover, if the situation continues for more than a few months, a large number 


of factories will have to close and dismiss their workers. This could create 
great social pressures, and workers might be faced with dangerous choices. 


45 











The Agricultural Sector 


These days, the future of the agricultural sector in Lebanon has come to head 
the list of priorities for on-going efforts, for this sector affects all the 
other sectors of the economy. Forty percent of the inhabitants of the south 
make their living in this sector. 


The difficulties that have faced farmers in the south for vears can ne longer 
be numbered or counted. The cost of everything from insecticides to medicines, 
fertilizer, and labor has risen greatly, while the productivity of both har- 
vest and worker has consequently declined. 


Moreover, our primary agricultural product in the region--citrus fruit--is 
facing heavy competition from countries that produce the same varieties at 
lower cost than in Lebanon. Simultaneously, Arab produce in Arab markets 
does not enjoy any protection from foreign produce. For example, Turkish, 
European, American, and Spanish produce enters Arab markets under the same 
conditions as does Arab produce. No preference is given to Arab produce. 
No preference is given to Arab production over foreign production. 


In the 1983 season, as a result of these factors, agricultural exports fell 

to 50 percent of the 1981 level. It has been noted that this decline was 
confined to exports to Syria, which used to import produce from Lebanon via 
the private sector without any restructions. Today. Syria imports everything 
through the General Company for Fruits and Vegetables (public sector). In 
addition, the local markets are being invaded by vegetables and some kinds 

of Israeli fruit. This has further increased the burdens borne ‘iy agricultur- 
alists and these working in this field. 


The value of Israeli exports amounts to almost 2.5 million pounds a sgonth, 
according to the Israeli estimates themselves. While one cannot be sure of 
the correctness of this figure, the estimates could reach something like this 
amount, since there is no official monitoring of the southern border. 


Fish Resources 


In the southern harbors, Israel has adopted measures intended to harass and 
pursue the fishermen. It has limited fishing to certain areas in which the 
fish are few, and it has closed the ports of Sur and Sayda' from tima to time. 
No southern fish are exported out of the south, while fish imported from al- 
Ladhigiyah, al-Iskandarunah, and Arwad are not allowed to be sent to the 
south. Thus, Israel is permitted a chance to market its own fish at dumping 
prices. These measures have inflicted severe losses on this sector. Follow- 
ing the atmuvasion, the value of freshly caught fish in the southern ports of 
Sayda’', Sur, and al-Sarfand fell to 50 percent of its former level, or to 25 
million Lebanese pounds a month. As for the value of the fish consumed in the 
south prior to the invasion, it was 50 million Lebanese pounds a year. This 
figure has currently fallen to 48 million Lebanese pounds. As for the value 
of the Israeli fish consumed per month in the south, it is 15 million Lebanese 
pounds. 














The Pouktry Sector 


The closing of the roads has had a serious effect on this sector, which depends 
entirely on the markets of Beirut for medicine and fodder. Moreover, it de- 
pends on the markets of the Biqa’ for eggs prepared for incubation. Despite 
the great increase in costs, farm owners have been forced to lower the sale 
price to a level at which costs are sometimes not met. This proportion has 
reached 45 percent. This sector's losses per month are estimated to be about 

1 million pounds. 


The Commercial Sector 


The commercial sector was affected more quicklv than all the others by the 
measures that were taken. These measures were reflected in an increase in 
the prices of most food and non-food goals, which was due to the increase in 
transport costs. 


The measures also aifected the inventory of consumer goods in the region, with 
15 percent of all nutritional goods being lost. As a result, the prices of 
many basic goods rose by 30 percent, since the goods were not reaching the 
markets in a regular fashion, given the high transport costs. This in turn 
caused an imbalance in the process of supply and demand, which controls the 
prices of goods. The stability of the price level was disturbed. 


The underpinnings of the existence of the small commercial institutions known 
by Sayda' in its heyday have no place now. The lack of interaction, the 
closing of the roads between the other Lebanese regions and the south, and 
the smuggling of goods through the illegal ports have all caused a large 
number of traders to exhaust their savings. Thanks to the decline in the 
level of productivity, rising interest rates, etc., these traders have begun 
to lose money, if not to consume their capital. 


In order to give a clear, very precise, and very brief idea of the commercial 
situation, let us cast a glance at the movement of trade before the invasion 
and during the stages of the Israeli occupation. We will use the same periodic 
division as in our earléer discussion of industry. (See graph number two.) 


l. The first period: 


This period extends from the beginning of 1982 until June 1982 (until the in- 
vasion). It is characterized by stability and economic stagnation. 


2. The second period: 


This period extends from the beginning of June 1982 (the invasion) until the 
end of September 1982. 


Commercial activity declined by 45 percent in comparison with the first period. 


3. The third period: 


It extends from the beginning of October 1982 until the end of August 1983. 











The commercial situation maintained the same level as during the second 
period. 


4. The fourth period: 


It extends from September 1983 until the end of November. There was a sharp 
decline of 83 percent in commercial activity in comparison with the second 
and third periods. 


5. The fifth period: 


It extends from December 1983 until February 1984. The commercial situation 
maintained the level of the fourth period. 


For 1983, the value of exports whose origin was confirmed by the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry in °ayda' and the south was 22 million pounds, as 
compared with 31 million pounds for 1982 and 49 million pounds for 1981. 
That is, the 1983 figure was 29 percent lower than that for 1982 and 55 per- 
cent lower than that for 1981. (See graph number 1.) 


Moreover, the south and the other regions of Lebanon are being invaded by 
large quantities of Israeli goods sold at dumping prices. Their monthly 
value varies between 3 and 4 million pounds. 


Workers in the southern commercial sector account for 23 percent of all southern 
labor. In the city of Sayda' alone, the number of commercial institutions 

that have dismissed a portion of their staff is estimated to be 150. This 
figure will rise if the current situation continues. 


At the same time, the population density in the south has reached a high level 
as a result of the flux of refugees from the suburb and the mountain. In ad- 
dition, it is difficult to create productive work in the region. Thus, some 
of these people have to undertake various activities that disturb security. 
This exposes them to a social tragedy. 


The losses of the commercial sector in the city of Sayda' alone amount to 3 
million pounds a day, as a result of the sharp contraction being witnessed by 
the southern economy. In turn, the decline is the result of the fall-off in 
commercial and investment expenditures, with most spending being directed 
toward consumption aims. This is reflected by unemployment in the labor 
market. 


We will not go into the way the situation has affected the real estate sector. 
Indeed, in this report, we have only presented the deteriorating state of af- 
fairs in industry, commerce, and agriculture. The situation of the real 

estate sector is no less serious than that of the other sectors, since activ- 
ity within it has become semi-paralyzed, if not totally so. Before the in- 
vasion, in the region of Sayda' alone, there were 2,500 completed, unoccupied 
apartments. Some of them are now occupied by refugees, while others are unused. 
Indeed, they are depreciating because of the high interest rates. 
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What about the approximate estimated sums frozen in this sector? In apart- 
ments alone, the sum of 500 million pounds was invested without any return. 
Moreover, of the 1,500 workers in this sector, all are without work today be- 
cause of the absence of new investments. 
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I. Number 1: Development of Exports, According to the Chamber of Commerce 
in Sayda', 1982-1983 


II. Number 2: Development of the Movement of Trade and Industry Before and 
After the Israeli Occupation. 


1. Year 81 until June 82 

2. June, July, August, September 82 

3. October 82--August 83 

4. September 83--November 83 

5. December 83--February 84 

6. Movement of trade 

7. Movement of industry 

8. There are 12 large industrial institutions with between 100 and 200 workers. 

9. There are 60 industrial institutions having between 25 and 100 workers. 
10. There are 150 industrial institutions having between 10 and 25 workers. 
ll. There are 700 institutions in which 10 persons are employed per institu- 

tion. 
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Industrial Losses 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 1 May 84 p 7 
[Text] The vice president of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Sayda' 
and the south, Muhammad Kinanah Bisat, said that the industrial sector in the 
south had suffered a large setback as a result of the Israeli occupation and 
the closing of the roads. He added, "The practices of the Israelis and the 
security situation in the country have had direct and clear effects on the 
sector. This situation has affected production costs. Transportation costs 
have risen 600 percent, and the prices of basic materials have risen as well. 
In addition, the exchange rate of the Lebanese pound has risen." 


Bisat presented the results of a study done by the Federation of Southern 
Industrialists. The study said the fol.owing: 


Production in various factories declined in the following percentages: 
The output of candy and tahinah factories fell by 70 percent. 

The output of soap factories fell by 65 percent. 

The output of corrugated cardboard factories fell by 60 percent. 


The examples he gave showed that productivity had fallen in all sectors of 
production by 50 percent, on average. 


According to the study, by March 1984, industry's losses had reached about 550 
million pounds. In addition, the industrial sector lost 20 percent of its 
fixed capital. As of 1983, there were 5,700 industrial workers in the south. 
Of them, 2,000 have been dismissed. 

Before the events, the monthly output of these factories was 165 million 
pounds. As for today, it is estimated to be worth 60 million pounds. In 
1983, southern industrial exports confirmed by the chamber in Sayda' had 
fallen 40 percent in comparison with 1981. 

Bisat pointed out that the state had the responsibility of supporting southern 
industry, so that the following demands of the industrialists could be ach- 
ieved: 

First: opening the coast road 

Second: assuring southern industry's share of state loans for this sector 
Third: exempting imported primary industrial materials from customs duties 


Fourth: lowering bank interest rates on industrial loans 


Fifth: lowering fuel, electricity, and water prices in this sector 
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Sixth: imposing high customs duties on imported industrial products similar 
to Lebanese products 


Seventh: outfitting the port of Sayda' so that it will be able to receive 
steamers all year round 


Bisat finished by saying: "The current situation in the south is not merely 
the responsibility of the Lebanese. Rather, it is also an Arab responsibil- 
ity. Therefore, the Arab countries must support southern industry by buying 
industrial products from the south and giving them the necessary consider- 
ation." 


12224 
CSO: 4404/473 
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QATAR 


IMPORT DECREASE FOR 1983 REPORTED 
Doha AL-RAYAH in Arabic 31 May 84 p 4 


[Text] Doha--QNA--The statistics pertaining to Qatar's foreign trade in 1983 
have revealed a decrease of 2 percent from 1982 in the value of imports. In 
1983 the total value of imports (January-December) was 5,298,642,000 Qatari 
riyals while in 1982 their total value was 7,087,505,000 Qatari Riyals, accord- 
ing to Muhammad Ma'yuf al-Nu'aymi, head of the Central Statistics Agency of 

the QATARI NEWS AGENCY. 


He added that in 1983 the total value of imports from all of the Arab nations 
was 261,547,000 Qatari riyals, of which 172,800,000 Qatari riyals were imports 
from the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, i.e. 66.1 percent of total imports 
from the Arab nations. 


The head of the Central Statistics Agency indicated that the total imports 
from Arab nations in 1983 witnessed a decrease of 24.66 percent from 1982. 
Muhammad Ma'yuf al-Nu‘aymi reported that Japan remained in first place among 
the import sources despite a decrease in the value of imports from it. The 
value of imports from Japan in 1983 reached 1,156,536 Qatari riyals, a 21.8 
percent decrease in the total value of imports. 


The head of the Central Statistics Agency added that Britain remained in second 
place among the exporting countries. Muhammad Ma'yuf al-Nu'aymi further said 
that the United States occupied third place in 1983. The amount of imports 
from the United States in 1983 was 482,539,000 Qatari riyals. He said that 
West Germany occupied fourth place and Italy was in fifth place. The head of 
the Central Statistics Agency indicated that France had fallen from third 

place in 1982 to sixth place in 1983, ‘i!uhammad Ma‘yuf al-Nu'aymi, head of the 
Central Statistics Agency, also stated that the distribution of imports in 
1983, according to the commercial classifications issued by the United Nations, 
was as follows, in thousands of Qatari riyals: 


Foodstuffs and livestock: 673,261 12.71 percent 

Beverages and tobacco: 103,602; 1.90 percent 

Raw materials not intended for eating, excluding combustibles: 144,023; 2.72 percent 
Fossil fuels and lubrication materials: 48,210; 0.91 percent 

Animal, plant, and manufactured wax, grease and oil: 22,228; 0.42 percent 

Chemicals and their products: 261.066; 4.93 percent 

Manufactures classified according to type: 1,038,842; 19.6 percent 

Transportation equipment and tools: 2,328,847; 43.95 percent 
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AGRICULTURE POLICY BASED ON INDEPENDENCE 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 25 May 84 p 3 


{Text ] 


CSO 


THE country’s new agriculture 
policy is based on the concept of 
economic independence and is 
aimed at protecting the interests 
of national farmers, according to 
Agriculture and Fisheries Minis- 
ter Saeed Al Raghabani. 


He told the Dubai-based news- 
paper, Al Bayan, in an interview pub- 
lished yesterday, that production 
would be closely linked to actual con- 
sumption under the new policy. He 
pointed out that the ministry's plans to 
ban the import of agricultural goods 
that are produced in the country 
would take into consideration the 
mterests of both the producers and the 
consumers. It will neither burden the 
buyers with high prices nor hurt the 
interests of traders, he added. 

He disclosed that financial obstacles 
stood in the way of setting up the 
proposed agricultural marketing insti- 
tute in the country. He said contacts 
were under way with Jordan, Syria 
and Iraq for export of surplus products 
to achieve the goal of Arab agricul- 
tural integration. 

He said that the new policy had 
been formulated keeping in view the 
existing economic, political, social, 
environmental and food conditions 
and to meet the best interests of the 
country. 

Preservation of natural resources, 
their best possible exploitation, 
improving the quality of local pro- 


: 4400/254 


ducts, encouraging the farmers and 
fishermen to stick to their professions, 
diversifying the sources of national 
income by raising the level o, mechan- 
isation of agriculture and cutting down 
the size of labour force, according to 
the minister, are some Of the main fea- 
tures of the new policy. 

He said that the ministerial commit- 
tee responsible for the formulation of 
the new policy was still studying a 
working programme for the 
implementation of the policy. The roie 
of private sector, economic freedom, 
completion of infrastructure projects, 
activation of marketing services and 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


the role of subsidy in boosting produc- 
tion, the minister said, were being 
examined. The work programme 1s 
intended to link production with con- 
sumption to meet the problem of surp- 
lus and foreign competition as well as 
to protect underground waters from 
wastage. 

About the subsidy to farmers and 
fishermen, he said: “It is not a ques- 
tion of abolishing or not abolishing the 
subsidy but it is a question of availabil- 
ity of funds.” The funds when allo- 
cated, he said, would be utilised 
according to priorities and in accor- 
dance with the general policy. 

Regarding the cabinet decision 
empowering the minister to issue 
orders banning import of agricultural 
products which have surplus produc- 
tio’ in the country, he said that it 
would require coordination with cer- 
tain authorities to serve the larger 
interest of the public. He said the 
“problem demands for its solution an 
assessment of actual consumption dur- 
ing various seasons, particularly 
because of the country’s special geog- 
raphical position and also because of 
its open matket policy.” He believes 
there are more than one option to 
solve the problem of surplus farm 
production. 

He said: “We have discussed with 
the Ministry of Economy and Com- 
merce the feasibility of joining the 
Arab common market agreement as 
one solution to the problem.” 














UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


FUJAYRAH OIL CONCESSION--HIS HIGHNESS Shaikh Hamad bin Mohammed Al Sharqi, 
Member of the Supreme Council and Ruler of Fujeirah, yesterday granted a new 
concession for oil exploration in the northern off-shore area of Fujeirah 
emirate. The Australian Meridien company is to start a seismic survey "in- 
mediately" and execute its drilling programme, Shaikh Saleh bin Mohammed Al 
Sharqi, director of the industry and economy department in the emirate, said. 
Shaikh Saleh said the Australian officials expressed "great optimism" in 
reaching the "appropriate geological hydrocarbon structures" in the area and 
added that the company had been provided with studies and geological data 
gathered in the past. Shaikh Saleh said many international oil companies 
have expressed their wish to obtain concession areas in other parts of the 
emirate. He said negotiations were under way with certain specialised com 
panies to grant more concessions in onshore areas of the emirate. He said 
the Lundin group of Canada, which was granted a concession for exploration 
in the southern offshore area last February, has found "positive signs.” 

He did not elaborate. [Text] [Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 23 May 84 p 1] 
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BANGLADESH 


PARTY ALLIANCES CALL FOR IMMEDIATE ELECTIONS 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 21 May 84 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Both the 15-party and seven-party alliances at separate meetings on 
Sunday demanded immediate announcement of date for parliamentary election. 


The alliances held rallies in protest against President Ershad's address to 
the nation and in support of the five-point demand of Sramik Karmachari Oikva 
Parishad (SKOP) and realisation of the five-point demand of the alliances. 


The Seven-party Alliance in a resolution adopted at its meeting held at 
Nawab Yusuf Hossain Market on Sunday accused the Government of lingering 
Martial Law and sais that it was reluctant to hold a free and fair election 
and return power to people's representatives. 


Presided over by Begum Khaleda Zia, leader of the Alliance and Chairman of 
BNP, the meeting in another resolution demanded immediate withdrawal of Martial 
Law and return of the armed forces to the barracks. 


The Seven-party Alliance demanded restoration of fundamental rights, writ 
jurisdiction of the High Court, right of appeal to higher courts for persons, 
convicted under Martial Law, release of political detenus and withdrawal of 
cases against politicians. 


The Alliance feels that in order to hold the elections in a free and fair 
atmosphere the Government would have to maintain a neutral character and no 

one in the government should contest the cominy election. The Alliance expres- 
sed grave concern over the rapidly increasing price of essentials. 


Begum Khaleda Zia, urged the Government to immediately announce the election 
date to save the country from further ruination. Giving a call for creating 
an atmosphere for free and fair polls, she said that the army should go back 
to their respective places. begum Zia said that the movement would continue 
till the ‘realisation of five-point demand of the Seven-Party Alliance. She 
also urged the Government to arrive at a peaceful solution with SKOP. 


Accusing the Government Begum Zia said that it had not kepts its commitments. 











The meeting was addressed by Alliance leaders former Prime Minister Shah 
Azizur Rahman, former Deputy Prime Minister Mr. Maudud Ahmed Kazi Zafar 
Ahmed, Mr. K. M. Obaidur Raman Mr. A. Rouf Chowdhury Mr. Ali Ashraf, Mr. 
Abdul Matin, Col. (Retd) Oli Ahmed Mr. Ohiullah Mr. Sirajul Hossain Khan and 
Mr. Ferdous Ahmed Qureshi. 


Shah Azizur Rahman wanted to know how President Ershad could say in advance 
how many seats Janadal would sin in the elections. If President Ershad was 
confident of winning 300 seats in the parliament what would the oppositions 
do, he questioned. 


Mr. Maudud Ahmed criticising the Government for unprecedented price hike of 
essentials said that thousands of employees have been thrown out of employment 
without assigning any reason during the rule of present government. Mr. 
Sirajul Hossain Khan said that the number one duty of President Ershad was 

to defend the country's sovereignty and independence and he should go to the 
border to do so. 


Mr. K. M. Obaidur Rahman criticising the government for changing the election 
schedule from May 27 said that none of the oppositions demanded a change. 


Kazi Zafar Ahmed criticising the address of President Eoshad said that it had 
disappointed the whole nation. His speech has created political uncertainty. 


After the meeting a procession was brought out led by Begun Khaleda Zia. 

The procession passing through Nawabpur Road dispersed at Bulistan area where 
BNP Chairman made a briet speech for the continuation of the movement for the 
realisation of five-point programme. 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESS REPORTAGE ON VISIT OF U.S. VICE PRESIDENT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 May 84 p l 


[Text } 


Diplomatic Correspondent's Report 


During her visit to Moscow in February this 
year, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had meet- 
ings, amongst other foreign dignitaries, with 
Mr George Bush who was leading the Ameri- 
can delegation to Yuri Andropov's funeral. In 
course of her conversation with him, Mrs 
Gandhi renewed the invitation she had ex- 
tended to the US Vice President during her 
visit to America earlier, to come to India..The 
External Affairs Ministry was, however, sur- 
prised, somewhat, when a message came from 
Washington that Mr Bush has decided to come 
to India in May. 

On more than one occasion, Washington 
and New Delhi have conferred at a fairly high 
level since Mr Reagan came to power. Secre- 
tary of State Shultz had visited India and Mrs 
Gandhi's visit to the @S was the high water- 
mark of Indo-US contacts after1980. But none 
of these meetings has resulted in evena slight 
change in US policies which are detrimental to 
India's interests. Even the widely advertised 
US ‘gesture’ on supply of spare parts for the 
Tarapur power plant, announced with great 
fanfare on more than one occasion, has 
proved to be a hoax. The US Administration 
has shown total insensitivity to India’s con- 
cerns about supply of arms to Pakistan. Mr 
Bush represents a lame-duck administration 
and no US Government is expected to take any 
significant policy decisions when the election 
campaign in that country is getting into full 
swing. Diplomatic observers, therefore, are en- 
gaged in assessing what lies behind the Bush 
visit to India at this juncture. 

There are those who advance the view that 
unlike other US Vice Presidents Mr Bush is not 
a no-body. Perhaps this is true to some extent 
because he was formerly a CIA chief. Though 
it may be unfair to attribute now to Mr Bush the 
role of an executioner of CIA's dirty tricks, it is 
no secret that the implementation of the US 
foreign policy in many regions of the world has 
effectively passed on into the hands of the Cen- 
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tral Intelligence Agency from the US State De- 
partment. It is also not a secret that the majori- 
ty of the American ambassadors in this region, 
including US Ambassador to India Harry 
Barnes, are CIA operatives. Despite the advan- 
tage Mr Bush has over his predecessors be- 
cause of his past association with the Agency, 
diplomatic observers rule out the possibility of 
his being able to bring about any change in the 
plans that the CIA might have drawn up for 
this region, and India in particular. There is, of 
course, a view that the US having activated 
forces of destabilisation and encouroged anti- 
India policies amongst her neighbours, Mr 
Bush will like to assess, at a political and diplo- 
matic level, if the pressures mounted against 
India have softened New Delh?s approach to 
various issues. But by now the US Administra- 
tion should have known India, particularly 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, better. Whatev- 
er the problems and difficulties, this country 
and its leadership cannot be pressurised into 
compromising their basic positions. Mr Bush is 
a shrewd person and therefore it is reasonable 
to assume that he is not coming to this country 
with any illusions which some of the India- 
haters in the Reagan Administration may 
have. 

According to diplomatic observers, the 
most probable reason behind the trouble Mr 
Bush has taken to visit Delhi when the temper- 
ature is so high should be located in the US do- 
mestic po'itical scene. By its interventionist 
policies around the globe, the Reagan Admin- 
istration has isolated itself as no other previous 
US Administration has. Not only the people in 
America, Europe and other parts of the world. 
have protested against Reagan's policies, 
even Washington's European allies— though 
they have been pressurised on many issues— 
have made no secret of their misgivings about 
present US policies. Washington's West Asia 
policy is in a shambles. It is engaged in a pro- 
tracted campaign of political intimidation, 














[Text } 











armed intervention and economic blackmail 
against governments and people in South and 
Central America. The Grenada euphoria has 
subsided and conscjentious Americans are 
wondering what would happen if Reagan gets 
3 second term. Some close observers of the US 
election scene are of the view that Reagan may 
even lose if Hart and Mondale join forces and 
Jackson, who has taken the American politics 
by storm, does not make a tactical mistake. 
Reagan's media managers are therefore anx- 
ious to alter and refurbish his image; from that 
of a hawk who has made more enemies than 
friends for America to that of aman whowants 
peace and, despite his bullying tacticts can 
force governents and leaders round the world 
to show friendliness towards him. 


By all accounts Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi's last visit to the United States was a 
success in as much as she was able to put 
across effectively and impressively India’s 


viewpoint. Many Americans are now asking 
the question why the Reagan Administration 
wants to act against a country which is willing 
to be friendly with all, including the US If Mr 
Reagan can tell the Americans that despite 
massive supply of arms to Pakistan, a nuclear 
pact with China, and incitement to Bangla- 
desh and Sri Lanka, his Administration is able 
to claim India’s goodwill— goodwill of the 
chairperson of the non-ligned movement— it 
would be a feather in his cap. Perhaps this 
analysis takes an exaggerated view of India’s 
importance as a factor in US elections. But 
those who know the process of image-building 
in American politics do not think so. Reagan's 
visit to Japan, South Korea and China, and 
now the itenery of his Vice President which 
brings him to New Delhi: Mr Bush appears to 
be ona visit to India as a part of his chief execu- 
tive’s global image-building and election 
campaign. 


'Sincere' if 'Ritualistic' Speech 


Madras THE HINDU in English 13 May 84 p 
[Article by G. K. Reddy | 
NEW DELHI. May 1 
The US Vice-President. Mr. George B - . an 


arrived here today on @ four-day official visit h 
. SOUgNt 
to ‘set the night tone for his talks with the Prime 
Minster. Mrs. indira Gandhi. by describing India 
@s @ Major. Pivotal power’ with a global importance 
transcending tts regional role. and sharing the same 
— valves with other free societies like the 
He said in a brief statement at the air 
port that 
the US would like to see “ea strong, stable and 
umted india at peace with its neighbours as a ‘ke 
— min @ stable, peaceful and prosperous South 
ia 
Banquet speech: Mr. Bush later dealt with this 


theme in greater detail in his speech at the banquet 
given in his honour tonight by welcoming India’s 
efforts to improve its relations with China and Pakistan, 


and increase regional Cooperation. It was for india 
and its neighbours to determine the “pace and 
path of normaiisation, but the US. was ready to 
support the process in whatever way it could in 
the larger interests of peace and stability in this 
Maportant region 

He said the US supported a system of stabie, 
peacetul and prosperous South Asian States that 


were free to choose their own forms of Government. 
exercising thew sovereign mghts as independent na 
tons. He stressed that the US. recognised the 
importace of a strong india with weil-established 
Gemocratic msttutpons since A could serve as an 
anchor for the presery 1 of the stability of the 


region 

"Note of sincerity, There was an "unmistakable 
note of sincerity in what Mr Bush said, although 
much of t was only a ritualistic and rhetorical 
repetition of the vibrant phraseology used on such 
occasions. Though it was intended brasty to dispel 
the feeling that the US. might try to destabilise 
India in pursuit of its hegemonistic interests in South 
Asia, the consoicuous absence of any reference 
to the indian concern over the American policy 
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of ty | Pakistan tended to deprive the basic 
content his well-meaning edvoca 
amity and cooperation. ™ i 
But in talking of the shared and democratic 
values of the two Countries. he referred tq the 
role of the free press in India and the US. while 
drawing attention to the stagnation and decay of 
Captive societies that depended heavily on press 
censorship and State control to condition the reflexes 
of their peoples. It was in this context that he 
made a strong attack on the Soviet Union for 
its military intervention and continued ion 
of Afghanistan which had not only enslaved a free 
— pend altered the strategic balance in 
fasten, tenet 
ni sides creating the world’s largest refugee 
The US. Vice-President said he looki orwar 
to his wide-ranging talks with Me. Gendhy on both 
our commonalities and our differences”. But he 
sod vasrests ofthe tre euumeuts ter toe 
our ame , countries far outweighed 
Picture of elegance: A suave and culti 
man with a cheerful and ‘confident disposit on 
Bush looked a picture of elegance as he went 
through the ceremonial of a State reception which 


inclu @ guard of honour at the airport and drive 
in @ motorcade al &@ gaily-decorated route to 
Rashtrapat' Bhavan. The Vice-President, Mr. M. 


Hidayatullah, received him on arrival a 

senior Ministers and service chiefs, but we Bush 
met Mrs. Gandhi only at the State banquet tonight 
Since protoco! did not require her presence at the 


— 

he main talks with Mrs. Gandhi will tak 

on Monday, when she will have a eohew 4 oe 
with Mr. Bush before hosting a luncheon in his 
—_ 7 and later spending a@ quiet evening with 
im and his wife over a private dinner at her residence 
Mr. Bush and his wife will fly to Agra tomorrow 
and there wil! be no officia! engagements when 
they get back to Delhi later in the afternoon 








"Amiable Conversation’ With Ghandi 


Madras THE HINDU in English 15 May 84 pl 


fArticle by G. Kk. Reddy] 


[Text } 


NEW DELHI, 14. 
The Prime Minister. Mrs. ‘ndira Gandhi, had 
a very amiable, two-hour private conversation 
with the visiting U.S. Vice-President, Mr. George 
Bush, without any aides on either side, on 
the ambivalent and often strained relationship 
between India and the U.S. 


icipating in these private exchanges on 
ndo-American relations. 


eg = 

3 

ef 
= 


14 
2 
a 


§ 
Ff 
Q, 
8 
ye 
4 
5 
F 


522758 
ah 
ial 
ahs 
tz + 
peas 
HP 


4g 
+ 
é 


gece 
He 
Hi 3 
i 
ae 
ie 


on bilateral and regional issues. 

But the senior officials who held parallel 
discussions were able to deal with these subjects 
at relatively greater length. although they also 


The Indian delegation to these official level 
talks which was led by Dr. P. C. Alexander, 
Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister in- 
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cluded the Foreign Secretary, Mr. M K. 
Rasgotra, the indian Ambassador to the US, 


the Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
East and South Asian Affairs, Mr. Richard 
Murphy, included the Chief of Staff to the 
Vice-President, Vice-Admiral Daniel Murphy. 
the Assistant Secr for National Security 

‘SX Ambassador 


on of agreement: An attempt 
was no doubt made by both sides to put 
a oe ee stress- 


unted India and the U.S. rather than the transient 


to Pakistan, other than r ing the old offer 
that India also could buy them. 

According to informed sources here, Mr. 
Bush gave an assessment of Mr ns 
recent visit to China, but what he said on 
the nuclear issue only deepend India's misgivr 
ngs that the US. was prepared to ware 
some of its stringent conditions in China's 
case. There was no worthwhile discussion 
of the Sri Lanka lem since Mr. Bush 
was too concer about the fate of the 
kidnapped American couple to engage in any 
detailed exchange of views on the ethnic 
question. 

New line of communicatio: ft would, 
however, be wrong to jump to any hasty 
conclusion that nothing concrete had emerged 
from these talks with Mr. Bush even if 
is writing off his visit as a failure He had 
come ‘er to assure Mrs. Gandhi that 
the US. had nothing to gain by attempting 
to destabilise India, that the an Administra- 
tion was keen on better relations. Mrs. Gandhi 
had used Ir. Bush's visit not only to establish 
@ Closer personal rapport with him but utilise 
his prestigious position to NM up @ new 
line of communication with vs Reagan to 
get her views directly across to him 

An interesting feature of the visit is that 
the U.S. side has chosen to say nothing about 
what Mr. Bush discussed with Mrs. Gandhi 
today and even the Indian spokesman confined 
himself to “road generalities. putting the accent 
on the atmospherics of | exchanges rather 
than the content of the discssion. But tomorrow 
Mr. Bush himself is going to be his spokesman. 
when he addresses a press conference before 
leaving for Pakistan. 

Zail Singh: Mr. Bush called on the 
President, Mr. Zail Singh. today. reports UNI. 

The meeting, which lasted for 30 minutes 

was described as a courtesy call. 











India, U.S. Differ 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 May 84 pl 


[Text ] 
India has clearly told the US that it does not share dent's seemingly undiplomatic speech at the ban- 
Washington's understanding of the international quet that Vice President M Hidayatullah hosted 
situation on many points, specially in this region. in his honour on Saturday. Mr Bush used the ban- 


in talks ca Monday between Mrs Indira Gandhi uet for a vitriolic attack on the Soviet Union. He 
and visiting US Vice-President George Bush, last- pan the US position on Afghanistan in the 
ing two hours, and parallel discussions between talks with Mrs Gandhi. 

their top aides, India pointed out that its own Tne Prime Minister told him of the Indian 
world policy was based on the principles of Non- stance on Afghanistan. She also explained to him 
Alignment and not imposing its views on India's special relationship with the Soviet Union 


others. | 
which encompassed trade and economic rela- 
The stands of the two countries were sharply tions between the two countries. 
divergent on three of the important aspects dis- On Sri Lanka 
cussed in the wide ranging talks on the interna- Mr Bush and Mrs Gandhi continued their dis- 


tional political and economic situation. Mr Bush cussions over a private dinner that she hosted for 


was euphoric about US relations with China, the Vice President and Mrs Bush. Present ai the 
which President Reagan visited recently Mrs dinner were Mr Rajiv Gandhi and |.is wife Mrs 
Gandhi pointed out that while India had taken Sonia Gandhi. The US Vice-President has also 
many steps to normalise its relationship with Bei- had a session with MrG Parthasarathy, the Prime 
jing, China continued to forcibly occupy large Minister's special envoy on Sri Lanka, on the 
chunks of Indian territory it had taken in armed question of release of the American couple held 


aggression 

On Pakistan, which was discussed at some — adainieenatiaate emai 
length, Mr Bush had reiterated the US wish for Mr Bush also gave Mrs Gandhi a letter from 
improved relations with India. Mrs Gandhi reite- President Reagan about which no details were 
rated the need for promoting understanding and made public 
cooperation between India and Pakistan and said The talks between the two leaders did not spe- 
that “other nations should support this by their cifically cover the Iran-Iraq war. Mrs Gandhi did 
policies”. She expressed deep concern over the tell Mr Bush about the efforts that had been made 
arming of Pakistan with sophisticated weapons by the Non-Aligned movement and its chairper- 
far in excess of any nead. son in various international! crisis points. 

The sharpest divergence was on Afghanistan The two sides also discussed the global eco- 
and the Soviet Union. Diplomatic observers in the nomic crisis and the possibilities of a North-South 
Capital had been surprised at the US Vice Presi- dialogue. 


Analyst Reports Press Conference 
Madras THE HINDU in English 16 May 84 p l 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 





Text 
| Addressing 4 conference before he 
NEW DELHI, May 15 lef Delhi. Mr assured india that the 
The US. Vice-President. Mr. George Bush. US. was prepared to do whatever it could 
left for tslamabad t at the conclusion to help promote the “stability and peaceful 
of his four-day visit to hi, after reiterating prosperity” of Soud Asia on the basis of 
the “firm commitment” of the United States a “strong and enduring” relationship with all 
to a “strong and united India’. which he de countries of the region. He dismissed the 
scribed as = “key element’ in the promotion allegation that the US. was trying to ‘encircle 
of peace and Prosperity in South Asia. besides india by being friendly with its newgnbours, 
being a “pivotal power with glohal influence maintaining that India itself was doing its best 
neighbours have a vital, long-range interest The US. Vice-President said that the US 
in each other's stability,” while stressing that had nothing to gain by attempting to destabilise 
a stable South Asia was important to the india or adversely affact its interests by diminish- 
rest of the world. much more so to the United ing its importance or creating difficulties for 
States. tt in the region. On the contrary, the US 








New Delhi PATRIOT in English 





continued to attach considerable weight to 
the development of mutually beneficial relations 
with India despite their differences over some 
rSSUeS. 

Arms aid no threat 

The US. arms assistance to Pakistan, he 
said, was being given in a particular context, 

ainst the background of the Soviet occupation 

Afghanistan. it was never the U.S. intention 
to pose in the process any new security 
problems for India which, in his view, had 
no reason to feel threatened by the limited 
supply of American arms to Pakistan. 

Mr. Bush was asked how the U.S. could 
continue to back the naked military dictatorship 
in Pakistan without any qualms, convenientty 
turning a blind eye to the denial of even 
basic civil rights to its le. A questioner 
wanted to know how the U.S. could reconcile 
its own crusade for human rights with this 
unabashed tolerance, if not open condonation, 
of the repressive military regime in Pakistan. 

He said that the US., like india, valued 
human rights and democratic freedoms, but 
neither of them could afford to take the stand 
that it would not have any dealings with the 
countries which did not have democratic 
systems. If thig rule were to be applied rigidly 
to demonstr one’s own commitment to 
democratic values, it would be difficult for 
arty Cou to have any worthwhile relationship 
with the Soviet Union, which he dubbed as 
the worst violator of all human rights. 

Mr. Bush declined to give a categorical 
assurance that the US. arms supplies would 
be cut off if Pakistan acquired nuclear weapons. 
t was not possible for the US. he said. 
to give a similar guarantee that the American 
arms would not be used by Pakistan against 
India, describing the plea for such a pledge 
as a hypothetical question. He pointed out 
that India, too. was purchasing arms from 
other countries and it would be equally unfair 
to ask for a similar assurance from it. 

But when his attention was drawn to the 
“double standards” that the U.S. was applying 
in not seeking from China the same sort 
of nuclear querartess that it was demanding 
from India for ithe continued fulfilment of its 





contractual _—s in regard to the Tarapur 
nuclear plant, Bush merely said: “We 
are sati J that China will not use any nuclear 
equipr« supplied by us ‘ enhancing its 
milttary potential,” without go.ng nto the details 
of the understanding reacncd “th Belling 

Answering a series of quesic».. on global 
economic issues, Mr. Bush said the US. was 
in favour of greater North-South cooperation, 
although it was not too enthusiastic about 
the non-aligned proposal for an international 
conference on money and finance for develop- 
ment. It did not favour either the moves for 
restructuring the present international financial 
institutions since they were functioning reasona- 
bly well and performing their assigned tasks 
despite the changing conditions. The cautious 
U.S. stand on the next IDA replenishment 
was partly if not wholly due to the big budgetary 
deficit that the U.S. was facing at present. 

But otherwise, he was full of praise for 
India's leadership of the non-aligned community 
and complimented Mrs. Indira Gandhi for the 
refreshing change brought about in the quality 
of the movement. Among the many virtues 
of Mr. Fidel Castro, the Cuban leader, who 
was the previous Chairman of the community, 
Mr. Bush said quite sarcastically that respect 
on nor-alignment was not one of 


The US. Vice-President declined to go into 
the details of his wide-ranging private talks 
with Mrs. Gandhi. since the essence of any 
such dialogue was its confidentiality. He, 
however, said these talks had shown that 
there were no major stumbling blocks in Indo- 
American relations, apart from the differences 
on some international issues. The two countries 
could afford the luxury of avoiding such dif- 
ferences, and even giving them the complextion 
of irritants, because they continued to share 
~~. are values and traditions. 

S. Vice-President ah » e 3 
atively of India's efforts to wean ¢ on onen 
of the American couple k from Jef a, 
although he looked a little worried over the 
delay in getting official confirmation that they 
had indeed been set free. 


CPI Paper Reports Press Conference 


US Vice-President George Bush concluded his 
four-day official visit to India expressing total 
satisfaction with his talks in New Delhi, but his 
hosts were much less satisfied at the utterly re- 
calcitrant attitude that he showed on India’s 
fears on the massive arming of Pakistan, and the 
threat to security in the region. 

Hours before he left for Islamabad, Mr Bush 
made it clear at aepress conference that the US 
had no guarantees that its sophisticated arms to 
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Pakistan would not be used against India. De- 
scribing the question as hypothetical, Mr Bush 
challenged it with his own question: because 
India too was purchasing arms “from various 
countries, would it be fair to ask that these 
should be used only against a -particular 
country.” 

He also declined to make a categorical reply 
if the US would cut off the arm supply to Paki- 
stan if that country made a nuclear bomb. He 





stressed, however, that his couniry’s strong 
views on nuclear proliferation were well 
known to Pakistan. 

The US Vice-President, who had two rounds 
of discussions with Mrs Gandhi — one in her 
South Block offices and another two-hour ses- 
sion over a private family dinner she hosted him 
at her residence — had further discussions with 
External Affairs Minister P V Narasimha Rao, 
accompanied by Foreign Secretary M Rasgotra 
and senior diplomatic officials. The issues cov- 
ered included discussion on the regional situa- 
tion, specially, and international economic and 
political crisis points. 

The replies that Mr Bush gave at the press 
conference — he managed the press conference 
with the dexterity born of a thousand media en- 
counters — were indicative of the tone that he 
had adopted at the discussions. While to persis- 
tent questions, ha did say that the US was not 
trying to encircle India by being friendly with 
its neighbours, and that the US did not want a 
militant Pakistan, the US Vice-President made 
it obvious that the US would not neglect its ties 
with the Pakistan military regime, and the other 
countries of the region even though these gov- 
ernments did not espouse the democratic and 
human right norms that the US was demanding 
of the Soviet Union and others. 

On China, again, he clearly spelled out the 
US policy. To a specific question as to why Pres- 
ident Reagan had permitted reprocessing of nu- 
clear fuel by China while refusing this for India, 
Mr Bush said the US was convinced that China 
would not use the refuelling processes for mili- 
tary use. He did not spell out the implication 





that the US was not convinced with Indian as- 
surances on the same point. 

Mr Bush affirmed his Government's keen 
desire to see that relations between neighbours 
improved in the South Asian region. The US, he 
said, would do what it could to further these 
relations. 


While he refused to discuss details of his 
talks with Mrs Gandhi, Mr Bush said he was 
leaving India with extreme optimism that the 
two countries will continue to have stronger re- 
lationship despite differences in perception on 
some international issues. He paid tributes to 
Mrs Indira Gandhi's leadership of the non- 
aligned movement, but not without attacking 
Cuban President Fidel Castro, who was the pre- 
vious NAM chairman. “He could not be accused 
of being genuinely non-aligned”, Mr Bush said 
of President Castro by way of comparison. 

The US Vice-President was at pains to stress 
that his Government's foreign policy in South 
Asia, the armed support to various regimest was 
because of the Afghan situation and the strong 
feeling in his country on the Soviet presence 
there. To most questions, Mr Bush gave answers 
that some way or the other encompassed the Af- 
ghan situation also. 

On economic issues, the US has shown it is 
unwilling to budge at al] from the hard stance it 
has taken. On the non-aligned prcposal for a 
conference on money and finance, on the IDA 
replenishments, Mr Bush said there was no 
change in the US view. His country was not very 
enthusiastic about any conference which 
would talk about restructuring international 
monetary and financial organisations. 


More 'Brush-off' Than Dialogue 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 18 May 84 p 4 


[Text ] 

hat US Vice- President George Bush had to tet! his In- 
dian interlocutors in Delhi sounded more like the 
Weizsyint than the dialogue he had promised on ar- 
rival. In effect he said that America could not help it if Paki- 
stan used the US weapons against India. Indeed, the US Gov- 
ernment could do nothing if India felt threatened by any other 
American moves in this country’s neighbourhood. The 
Reagan administration is apt to give comfort and backing to 
any south Asian regime currently at odds with this country 
Not only Generals Zia and Ershad but also Nepalese politi. 
cians and Sri Lanka chauvinists—all, in other words, who for 
domestic and economic reasons want to cultivate the Reagar 
administration—have to make anti-India noises to establish 
their eligibility for US backing. But of course Mr Bush saw 
nothing exceptional in the fact that in Asia the US administra- 
tion has consistently aligned itself with India’s adversaries— 

be it Pakistan or China. 
Unlike the 1950s now the US government does not attempt 
to conceal its cynical disregard of India's vital interests. Presi 
dent Dwight Eisenhower at least offered a formal assurance 








CSO: 





4600/1896 


that the arms given to Pakistan then were not to be used 
against India. President Johnson, however, ineffectually, 
tried to cut off the weapons deliveries to Pakistan when in 
1965 it became patent that Islamabad had never meant these 
arms for anything other than a strike against Indig. Now the 
Reagan administration would not hear of such an embargo. 
Weapons were being given to Pakistan and it could use them 
against any country, Mr Bush said. Yes, America employs two 
sets of standards when it concludes nuclear cooperation 
agreements with India and China, the Vice-President seemed 
to be saying. Needless to add, the favours done to China stem 
from its status as a nuclear-weapon nation and America’s cur- 
rent collaborator against the USSR. No, he said, America 
would not relent on the IDA replenishment nor on the ADB 
loans to India. Thus.ran his replies, back and forth—replies 
unconcealed by the customary sweet talk which visiting dig- 
nitaries manage even when they have nothing more to offer 
than that. 

What happened in the private conversations the Vice- 
President had with the Prime Minister is not known. In all 
likelihood, to judge by Mr Bush’s press conference, precious 
little. He was travelling through Asia and Delhi was a stop- 
over and the weekend probably made his halt longer than he 
would have wished. The officials who came with him had 
more to do with the other countries he was visiting than with 
India. The message of.the Bush utterances in Delhi was clear. 
America is fartifying its military presence in Asia, backed by 


several Asian countries, China and Pakistan included. India 


can have nothing with this arrangement which undermines 
her security. But the Reagan administration is in no mood to 
hear India’s grievances, let alone allay them. This country, it 
seems, will have to learn to live with increased US 
hostility. 
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BANGLADESH 


PAPER REPORTS DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING BORDER AREA 
Report on Talks 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 9 May 84 p 1 


[Text] Directors General of B.D.R. and Border Security Force of India in their 
meeting held at Petrapole on Monday have agreed that a joint experts committee 
would examine all structures within 150 yards of the Indo-Bangladesh border 

to determine the character of the structures. 


If the structures are found to be of defensive natures these would be either 
demolished or filled up according Clause 8 (E) of the 1975 Border Guideline 
agreement. 


Major-General Ghulam Muktadir DG, BDR briefing newsmen at the BDR Headquarters 
on Monday said that his Indian counterpart Mr. Birbal Nath DG, BSF has as- 
sured peace and tranquility along the Indo-Bangladesh border. 


The BDR chief admitted that tension was diffused. He said that Bangladesh 
delegation had pointed out to their Indian counterpart the specific violations 
of the joint India-Bangladesh guidelines for border authorities and stressed 
the importance of the complete adherence to the guideline. 


The two Directors General in their meeting discussed the recent attempted 
barbed-wire construction by India along the Bangladesh-India border and the 
incidents arising out of that. 


It was also agreed in the meeting that the border issues should be solved 
through a process of negotiations and mutual consultations at all levels. It 


was learnt from other sources that India has agreed not to carry any further 
survey for erecting barbed wire fencing. 


Enclave Inhabitants Speak 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 9 May 84 p l 


[Text] RANGPUR, May 7:--"What would be our fate if India succeeded in erecting 
barbed wire fencing’, this was asked by an inhabitant of Dahagram enclave. 











Mr Azizul Haque, a youth of Dahagram enclave who came to Patgram on some 
business told a local correspondent that the inhabitants of Dahagram and 
Angorpota enclaves became worried and are passing their days in great 
anxiety ower Indian attempt to erect barbed wire fencing along the border 
areas parallel to international boundary pillars. 


Some inhabitants of Mashaldanga enclave, the second biggest enclave in the 
district also expressed their concern over the situation. 


Abu Nasar Mokbul Karim and many others of Mashaldanga enclave while talking 
to a group of newsmen at Bhurungamari few days back said ‘We have no alter- 
native but to cross inside mainland leaving behind our hearth and home if 
the Indian authority ultimately erects barbed wire fencing". 


They further expressed their determination that before leaving "our ancestral 
home we will fight to the last to resist the erection of barbed wire fending." 
There are at least 131 Bangladesh enclaves laying inside Indian territory 
along the entire border belt. 


The total area of these enclaves would be roughly five thousand square miles 
with a population of about two lakh. Since liberation, the problems of 

these enclaves remained unresolved. People of these enclaves have been 
leading an inhuman and captive circled by Indian territory. Due to the 
absence of link with the mainland, these people are totally deprived of having 
any help from the Government. Following the current move by the Indians to 
erect barbed wire fencing forcibly, the entire population of these areas ap- 
prehend that they would become Indian national as there is no alternative 

for them except they leave their ancestral home and take shelter in mainland 
as refugees. 
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BANGLADESH 


ERSHAD MEETS WITH 'ARAFAT, UAE PRESIDENT IN DACCA 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 11] May 84 pp 1, 14 


[Text] Chairman Yasser Arafat of Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
President Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al-Nahyan of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and President H. M. Ershad of Bangladesh in a summit meeting held in 
Dhaka on Thursday discussed major global issues particularly the latest 
Middle East situation and the problems facing the Muslim Ummah. 


The three leaders met at Zia International Airport prior to the departure 
of Chairman Yasser Arafat who left on the day after a short visit to Bangla- 
desh. The UAE President Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al-Nahyan is now in the 
capital on a six-day state visit to Bangladesh. 


Addressing a Press conference after the summit the PLO Chairman termed their 
discussion as "fruitful positive and important". He said that they had dis- 
cussions about the question on Palestine the OIC peace move to end the 
fratricidal war between the two Muslim countries--Iraq and Iran-~and other 
problems in the Islamic Ummah. When asked to elaborate on their discussion 
he turned to President Ershad who was standing beside him during the Press 
conference and said that his brother would talk about it. 


President Ershad had to leave for Rangpur to address a public meeting there 
immediately after seeing off Chairman Yasser Arafat. But neither the Foreign 
Minister Mr. A. R. Shams-Ud-Doha nor any official of his Ministry briefed 
newsmen on the meeting of the three heads of state. News men who attended 
the Press conference of the PLO Chairman tried to reach the Foreign Ministry 
officials for briefing but none turned up at the VVIP lounge after the depart- 
ure of Chairman Yasser Arafat. 


The PLO Chairman expressed his deep gratitude for the unreserved support of 
Bangladesh to the 'Jehad of the Palestinians’. He also recalled the sacri- 
fices of the Bangladeshi volunteers who fought the Israelis along with their 
Palestinian brethren in Lebanon. 


The PLO Chief who visited China ana North Korea before his short visit to Bang- 


ladesh, said that he had fruitful and meaningful talks with the Chinese leader- 
ship who had reiterated their support to the just cause of the Palestinians. 
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Asked whether he wanted the inclusion of the Soviet Union in any peace move 
in resolving the Palestinian issue Chairman Yasser Arafat said, "We we in- 
sisting on an international peace move under the Uh supervision". He added 
that he wanted participation of all ‘big and super powers in the Security 
Council". He told newsmen that the Chinese leadership had accepted his pro- 
posal. 


When his attention was drawn to the internal feud and the future struggle of 
PLO within his organisation Chairman Yasser Arafat, the undisputed leader of 
the Palestinian people replied with his usual confidence and smile, ‘Don't 
worry, Inshallah we shall overcome everything.'' He added, ‘We have our demo- 
cracy and we are proud of its and any one among us has the right to criticise 
the leadership."" At this moment President Ershad and Foreign Minister Mr. 

A. R. Shams-ud-Doha came forward to escort him outside the Press room. 


Chairman Yasser Arafat accompanie:’ by his host, President Ershad, drove to 

the tarmac where he was accorded a guard of honour and 19-gun_ salute. 

School children danced with multi-coloured ribbons and waved miniature flags 

of the two friendly countries when the PLO chief moved to his special aircraft. 


Deputy Chief Martial Law Administrators Rear Admiral M. A. Khan and Air Vice- 
Marshal Sultan Mahmood, cabinet members, heads of diplomatic missions and high 
ranking civil and military officials were present at the airport to give the 
PLO chief a hearty send-off. 
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BANGLADESH 


PAPER REPORTS ‘ARAFAT 10 MAY PRESS CONFERENCE 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 1l May 84 pp l1, 8 


[Text] Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat yester- 
day praised Bangladesh for its support and assistance to the cause of the 
Palestinian people, reports BSS. 


Talking to newsmen at the airport before his departure at the end of a short 
visit to Bangladesh he thanked President Ershad for extending support to the 
jehad of the Palestinians. 


President Ershad was present at the press conference. 


Mr Arafat arrived here Wednesday afternoon concluding his visits to China and 
North Korea where he had talks with the leaders of those countries who support- 
ed the just struggle of the Palestinian people. 


The PLO leader also made a brief stopover in Dhaka on May 5 on way to China 
and held talks with President Ershad on the situation in West Asia. 


Chairman Arafat referred to the tripartite talks among himself, President 
Ershad and the visiting UAE head of state Sheikh Zayed at the airport and 
said "we had very important, positive and fruitful discussion" on matters 
relating to the Islamic world. 


The issues the three leaders discussed in their meeting, he said, included the 
question of Jerusalem and the fratricidal war between Iran and Iraq. 


Replying to a question on his talk with the Chinese leaders Mr Arafat said 
that the Chinese leadership had reiterated its upport to the Palestinian cause. 


Asked if he wanted the Soviet Union's political participation in resolving the 
Middle East crisis the PLO chief said, ''we are insisting to have an interna- 
tional conference under the flag of the United Nations" for a solution to the 
problem. 


In this context, he told a questioner that China had already supported the PLO 
proposal for international conference. 
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When his attention was drawn to the internal "feud" in the PLO, Mr Arafat 
said, ‘do not worry, we have democracy and we are proud of our democracy". 
Everybody, he added, had the right to criticise the leadership. 


Later, the PLO Chairman was given a hearty send off at the Zia international 
airport. 


President and CMLA Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad bade farewell to the distinguished 
guest amid a 2l-gun salute. 


DCMLAs Rear Admiral M. A. Khan and Air Vice Marshal Sultan Mahmud, ministers, 
heads of missions of Islamic countries, and high ranking civil and military 


officials were present on the occasion. 


Earlier, Chairman Arafat visited the Jatiya Shaheed Smriti Soudha in Savar 
and placed a wreath there in reverence to the martyrs of the liberation war. 
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BANGLADESH 


BURMESE FOREIGN MINISTER DELIVERS SPEECH IN DHAKA 10 MAY 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 11 May 84 pp 1, 14 


[Excerpt] Burmese Foreign Minister U Chit Hlaing said in Dhaka Thursday night 
the two neighbouring countries were ‘engaged in the task of promoting politi- 
cal advancement economic development and social progress of the peoples" re- 
ports BSS. 


Speaking at a dinner given in his honour by Foreign Minister Mr. A. R. Shamsud 
Doha he said ‘we have been employing methods suited to the genius and tradi- 
tions of our people and to our own conditions’. ‘The countries aim to live 

in peace and friendship’. 


The burmese Minister said the good and friendly relations between our two 
countries had been developing steadily. But being such close neighbours it 
would be unrealistic if our relations are entirely free from problems. That 
does not happen q the family or in the country. 


The Buremese Minister said the two countries have always tried to settle them 
in a spirit of reconciliation without allowing them to affect the essential 
goodwill and understanding that prevail between our two countries 


This he added is that we both have done in the past and will strive to do in 
the future. ‘Burma attaches high importance to her relations with Bangladesh. 
We shall do all we can to promote strong and durable relations of friendship 
and cooperation between our two peoples’. 


Mr. Hlaing said his visit was an opportunity for the two Foreign Ministers to 
exchange views on matters of mutual interests and ‘we in Burma want not only 
to be good neighbours but to make Foreign Minister A. R. S. Doha Thursday 
noted with satisfaction that relations between Bangladesh and Burma "witnessed 
a steady and promising growth’ since the two countries established diplomatic 
ties. 


He said that over the years, tlese ties have been reinforced by the similar- 
ity of ‘our experiences, shared ideals and common commitments". 


Mr. Doha was speaking at a dinner that he hosted in honour of the Burmese 
Foreign Minister, Mr. U Chit Hlaing, who arrived in Dhaka Thursday on a three- 
day visit to Bangladesh. 








Exchange of visits at the highest level have vividly demonstrated the dyna- 
mism and durability of the relations between the two countries, he said. 


The Foreign Minister also referred to different bilateral trade, aviation, 
and border agreements which, he said, had greatly enhanced “the depth and 
dimension of our mutually beneficial cooperation”. 


Burmese Foreign Minister U Chit Hlaing arrived in Dhaka on Thursday afternoon 
on a three-day goodwill visit to Bangladesh. 


U Hlaing, who was accompanied by Deputy Minister for Cultural Affairs U Than 


Maung was received at the airport by Foreign Minister A. R. Shamsud Doha and 
Foreign Secretary A. H. S. Ataul Karim. 
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BANGLADESH 


BNP LEADER ASKS STATEMENT ON RELATIONS WITH INDIA 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 11 May 84 pp 1, 14 


[lext}] MUNSHIGANJ May 10:--Begum Khaleda Zia, Chairman of the Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) today demanded a statement from the Government on 
sharing of the Ganges water erection of barbed wire fencing by India on 
Indo-Bangladesh border and the death of a BDR jawan. We want rightful 
share of the Ganges water, she added. 


Addressing a public meeting at the local stadium, Begum Zia said that her 
party had nothing against the Army, but it was against the Army rule. The 
Army is the treasure of the country's 10 crore people and they should not be 
used by any individual or any group, she said. 


There was heavy rain when the meeting started but the people brave the rain to 
listen to BNP leaders. 


Begun Zia reiterated her demand for announcement of elections schedule & also 
wanted to know the outcome of the dialogue from the Government. The movement 
will continue on the basis of five-point demand till the restoration of demo- 
cracy and fundamental human rights, she said. BNP had been with the people 
and would continue to remain with them, she said. 


Criticising the Government, she said that corruption and nepotism have multi- 
plied during the present regime. People have neither any support nor confi- 
dence in the present Government and without people's support none can run a 
country, begun Zia said. The present Government has stopped all the welfare- 
oriented programmes of Shaheed President Zia she said. Giving a call for 
unity she said that the BNP would move ahead for the implementation of the 19- 
point programme of Zia. 


She said, ‘We will remove the present Government through election as we believe 
in elections.’ 
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PAPER REPORTS CHANGES IN JANADAL LEADERSHIP 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 1l May 84 pp l, 8 
[Article by Nazi Montu] 


[Text] Intensive lobbying by a powerful group of Janadal to bring about change 
in its hierarchy has brightened the prospect of Prime Minister Ataur Rahman 
Khan to become chairman of the party. 


Meanwhile, Local Government and Rural Development Minister Mahabubur Rahman 
has elbowed out Mr Reazuddin Ahmed from the position of secretary general of 
the party. Mr Reazuddin Ahmed is likely to be taken into the Cabinet. 


The powerful group which has been active to assert its supremacy in the organ- 
isation recently held a series of meetings at the residence of Mr. Ataur 
Rahman Khan and discussed the problems being faced by the party in the way of 
its consolidation. 


This group includes most of the former BNP leaders including Planning Minister 
Shamsul Huda Choudhury, Commerce Minister Dr. M. A. Matin and Janadal Vice- 
chairman Quamrunnahar Zafar. 


Mr. Mahabubur Rahman was also chosen by them for the post of secretary general 
of the party. 


Last week Mr Shamsul Huda Choudhury, Dr M. A. Matin, Shah Moazzem Hossain, 
Mr Ali Amjad Khan, Col (Retd) Anwarullah and Mr Abu Naser Khan Bhasani met 
with President Ershad who was already convinced of the necessity to make Mr. 
Ataur Rahman Khan and Mr Hamabubur Rahman as chairman and secretary general 
of the party respectively. 


Shah Moazzem has g*ven responsibility to apprise Mr Mizanur Rahman Choudhury 
and Mr. Reazuddin Ahmed of his desire to make the changes. 


ABout four days back Mr. Mizanur Rahman Choudhury, Shah Moazzem and Mr 


Reazuddin Ahmed called on the President together and threatened that they 
would resign if any drastic change in the leadership of the party was effected. 


CSO: 4600/1902 
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BANGLADESH 


CORKESPONDENT REPORTS INDIAN BORDER DEFENSE BUILDUP 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 11 May 84 ppl, 8 
[Article by Abul Mohsen] 


{Text] While the Indian government has reportedly agreed to postpone the con- 
struction of the barbed wire fence along the Indo-Bangladesh border until a 
joint body surveyed the border and examined the ‘character of the structure", 
the Indian authorities are learnt to be continuing with their defensive build 
up along the common border with Bangladesh. 


According to information available in the Bhurungamari area bordering partly 
with West Bengal and Assam, the Indian Border Security Force (BSF) has built 
up a formidable force--both in terms of heavy equipments such as heavy machin- 
guns, mortars and other related artilary pieces and men in uniforms. 


Although the distrubed border belt in the northern areas remained, by and 
large, peaceful since the last April shoot-outs in Bhawalkuri and Sonahat 
borders in Bangladesh, villagers living in the areas had long sent their 
women and children in safer areas. Relentless propaganda from across the 
border about an impending invasion of Bangladesh by the Indians also had its 
impact quite visible. 


In fact, even a day before the meeting between the directors general of Bangla- 
desh Rifles (BDR) ani the BSF in Benapole, local civilian "agents" from across 
the border were sent into the adjoining Bangladesh area to "inform" the local 
Bangladeshis that the Indians had stockpiled a lot of materials for the con- 
struction of the barbed wire and that they were prej aring to put them up along 
the whole area in one go in a lightning speed. If the BDR personnel try to 
prevent them from doing that, they (BSF) would launch a "localised invasion" 

in strength, push the BDR deep inside Bangladesh and would only leave the 
Bangladesh soil after completing the job. 


Local administration and knowledgeable people in the area, however, felt that 
it was no more than an attempt to crete panic among the people, but information 
gathered through intelligence sources about massive Indian buildup along the 
border and imposition of 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew in the nearby Rowmari border 
areas in Assam and in some other areas had clearly suggested that the Indians 


were making full preparations for any eventuality. 











Those who visited the troubled border area between 1001 and 1007 borde 
demarcation posts where men in uniform from both sides were killed, have come 
to know how the Indians had opened fire without any warning. While the gov- 
ernment versions that the Indians had opened fire "without provocation" could 
be questioned in that the BDR personnel did try to prevent the Indian BSF 
from constructing the pillars for putting up the fence violating the India- 
Bangladesh guidelines for border authorities which the Indians may have con- 
strued as provocation enough to open fire, but they did not give any warning 
before hand. 


Foreign press in Delhi seems to have been adequately briefed by the South 
Block, as has been reflected in their coverage, practically giving only the 
Indian version of the incident. The latest TIME magazine, for example, has 
reported the exchange of fires in the border in a manner that has actually 
lionised Ba vgladesh. It suggested that on both the occasions, BDR personnel, 
while patr viling the border areas in jeeps, suddenly stopped and opened fire 
on the Indians without any provocation. Now, one may usk how India, which 
tries to put its smaller neighbours firmly under its thumb, could swallow 
this? 


In comparison, however, Bangladesh miserably failed to present its case before 
the foreign press effectively. In fact, the government has not cared even to 
call the foreign press representatives for a casual briefing. As a result, it 
has allowed itself to be projected as a villain in the world media via the 
Indian initiatives and their adept handling of the situation. 


The DG-level meeting, which took place on May 7, was a positive development 
Since it has successfully diffused the mounting tension along the border area 
by agreeing to solve border issues through consultations at all levels. How 
ever, it should be mentioned here that repeated requests from Bangladesh since 
late March for holding such meetings, at any level, to discuss and sort out 
the border issues, had failed to evoke any response from New Delhi. 


CSO: 4600/1903 











BANGLADESH 


DHAKA, ABU DHABI SIGN TRADE AGREEMENT 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 12 May 84 p 1 


[Text] Bangladesh and United Arab Emirates (UAE) on Friday signed a genera) 
trade agreement at the State Guest House, reports BSS. 


Commerce Minister Dr. M. A. Matin and the UAE Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Mr. Kashid Abdallah signed the agreement on behalf of their respec- 
tive governments. 


This is the first ever agreement signed between the two countries aimed at 
increased commercial activities between them. The agreement to be renewed 
every year will act as an umbrella for signing trade protocols on specific 
commodities to be exchanged between the two countries. 


Bangladesh proposed to export to UAE 37 items including raw jute jute goods 
carpet backing cloth newsprint tea hard board wires and cables and feature 
films. 


[The UAE proposed export to Bangladesh include items like crude oil chemicals 
and fertilizer. 


Bangladesh's import from UAE in 1982-83 amounted to Taka 172 crore a major 
portion being spent on crude. During the same period the UAE imported goods 
from Bangladesh worth only Taka six crore. 


According to the agreement the two sides may conclude commodity exchange 
protocols and other arrangement aimed at facilitating and expanding economic 
relations between then. 


lhe two sides may consider investment in joint ventures in indeitifiable 
areas for increased commodity exchange between the two countries and the third 
one. 


President Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan on Friday announced his per- 
sonal grant for establishment of two primary schools one orphanage 200 deep 
tubewells and financial support to run some health clinics in Bangladesh. 














The announcement was made by Mr. Naser Al Nuwais Manaaging Director of Abu 
Dhabi Fund for Arab Economic Development on behalf of the President at the 
State Guest House. 


Mr. Nuwais said that the grant was a gesture of President Sheikh Zayed's 
love and affection for the people of Bangladesh. 


Mr. Nuwais said that primary schools would be established one each at Dhaka 
and Chittagong. 


He further said that a project would be taken up for generation of resources 
to run the orphanage property. 


The Managing Director of the fund said that another fund would be created to 
run some existing health clinics in Bangladesh. 


CSO: 4600/1904 











BANGLADESH 


DHAKA-~PAKiSTAN JOINT TRADE COMMITTEE MEETS 
Dnaka THE NEW NATION in English 14 May 84 p } 


{Text] ISLAMABAD, May 10 (APP): Pakistan-Banglades Joint Committee on Trade 
concluded its two-day deliberations here on Thursday and leaders of both the 
} 


delegations have signed a joint statement recommending ways and means for 
further expansion of bilateral trade between the two countries. 


Mr. Izharul Haq, the Federal Secretary, Commerce, who led the Pakistan side, 
Signed the statement on behalf of Pakistan while the Langladesh Commerce 
secretary, Mr S. Hasan Ahmed, who led his side at Joint Committee meeting, 
Signed the document on behalf of his country. 


[he two-day talks were held in a friendly and cordial atmosphere and there 
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The statement said that with a view to exploit the potential for expansion 

and development of trade between the two countries, the Joint Committee 

called upon the two Governments to consider and explore the possibility of 
special trade arrangements to facilitate the expansion of balanced trade 
between them. Such an arrangement should be in addition to the memorandum 

of understanding (MOU), signed between the Trading Corporation of Pakistan and 
the Trading Corporation of Bangladesh, which had a limited effectiveness, as 
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The Committee suggested that each Government, should take steps to try to 
identity the major commodities, which could be traded between the two countries 


at internationally competitive prices. 


Ihe two sides recognised the need for diversification of trade between the two 
countries and inclusion of value-added items in their respective exports to 
each country. 

The leader of the Bangladesh delegation proposed the introduction of a special 
trading arrangement to facilitate balanced trade between the two countries. 
Agreeing with the proposal, the Pakistan side suggested that initially the 
requirements of public sector agencies of the two countries could be met by 
Such arrangements. Later on, the private sectors could also be brought within 
the purview of such arrangements. 


According to the joint statement, the leader of the Pakistan delegation pro- 
posed that the two countries should identify the major items which both countries 


could supply to each other at internationally competitive prices. As regards 
the Bangladesh proposal for increased import of jute goods, including jute 
carpets, the committee was informed that the export of carpets was banned under 
the existing import policy. The Pakistan side took note of Bangladesh's inter- 
est in exporting jute carpets to Pakistan and agreed to examine the matter. 


Import of Tea 


Import of tea from Bangladesh, the joint statement added, also came under dis- 
cussion. It was pointed out that such import was mainly in the private sector. 
The Pakistan side pointed out that although the requirements of tea of the 
public sector were ont very large, nevertheless the satisfaction of such requir- 
ments by import of tea by TCP from Bangladeso would be examined. 


The Pakistan side indicated its desire tor continued sale of rice, coke, pig 
iron, c yn black and railway coaches to Bangladesh. [The Bangladesh side 

took note of this desire. In the case of rice the Bangladesh delegation stated 
that it was not an item of regular import by Bangladesh. Moreover, the consum 
ers preference was for parboiled rice of average quality, which Pakistan did 
not always produce. The Bangladesh side further stated that Pakistan's inter- 
est in exporting railway coaches and wheat would be conveved to the concerned 
agencies. 


fhe Committee noted that the long-term agreement between cotton Export Corpor- 
ation and Bangladesh Textile Mills Corporation (BTMC) had expired and its re- 


newal was under negotiation. The Bangladesh side pointed out that a substan- 
tial portion of import of cotton was against international credits, which re- 
guired international competitive bidding. The CEC should also participate in 


tenders issued against such credits. The Pakistan side undertook to impress 
this upor the CEC, the joint statement added. 
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BANGLADESH 


FORTY INJURED AS CHITTAGONG STUDENTS CLASH 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 May 84 pp 1, 10 


[Text] CHITTAGONG May 15:--At least 40 students were injured, five of them 
seriously in a series of clashes between two rival factions of students at 
Chittagong Polytechnical Institute hostels on Sundav night. 


Besides ten policemen were also injured in their bid to quell the situation. 


The two warring student factions opened gunfire exploded crackers and freely 
used lethal weapons during the clashes The frenzied situation continued 
till the intervention of the police the next morning, 


The trouble started over the serving of low quality food for dinner at the 
Nazrul Hostel. A section of students protested the low quality food and 
forced the other students not to take it. This divided the students who soon 
started fighting each other under two separate banners of student organisa- 
tions. The clash also spread to the adjoining Shirajdaulla Hostel of the in- 
stitute. 


The supporters of a particular student faction after a series of clashes 
drove away those of the opponent faction and captured both the hostels. They 
also dumped huge quantity of lethal weapons at the hostel and created barri- 
cade at the gates to check the rivals' entry. 


A heavy contingent of Chittagong Metropolitan Police entered the hostels 
after seeking permission from the Polytechnical Institute authority next morn- 
ing. The policemen received reristance from the students and resorted to 
lathi charge and dispersed them. 


The policemen rounded up 60 students from the hostels for lawlessness. Later 
many of them were released by the police. 


The police under the supervision of Police Commissioner Kazi Golam Rahman 
conducted a thorough search of the hostels and recovered one truck-load of kris, 
daggers, knieves axes iron rods and other weapons. 














Five of the students with serious injuries were admitted to Chittagong Medical 
College Hospital. They are Abdul Gofran Nikhil Chandra Pal Kazi Abdul Salam, 
Mizanur Rahman and Rafiqul Islam. The other injured students were released 
from the hospital after first aid 


Some student leaders in a statement to the Press claimed that two students 
were missing They apprehended that they were killed and their bodies were 
kept hidden by the supporters of the rival faction. But there is no official 
confirmation of the alleged missing. 


Meanwhile the Chittagong Polytechnical Institute authority suspended its all 


classes for an indefinite period and asked the students to vacte the hostels 
immediately. 


CSQ: 4600/1908 
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PAPER REPORTS GROWTH OF DEBT SERVICING LIABILITY 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 13 May 84 pp l, 12 


[Text] The debt-servicing liability of the country has grown at an average 
rate of 60 per cent since the medium and long-term (MLT) debt amortization 
started from 1973-74. 


During the current fiscal year (1983-84) the MLT amortization has been sized 
at 150 million US dollars, the highest since the independence. The amount 
includes 81 million US dollars as interest and 69 million US dollars as prin- 
cipal. 


The record amount of debt-servicing during the current fiscal year is attri- 
buted to short-term borrowings by the Governient to offset shortfall in aid 
disbursement during the first two years of the current Five-year Plan. After 
payment of external debt this year, the entire amount of short-term borrowings 
is expected to be amortized. The external debt-servicing which commenced 
from 1973-74, experienced the first onslaught of amortization due to mounting 
pressure for payment of short-term loans made just after the independence of 
the country While the debt-service payment was only 1/.5 million US dollars 
in 1973-74, the following fiscal year's amortization level stood at 70.8 
million US dollars. Accumulation of pre-liberation MLT borrowings was also 
another significant factor which raised the debt-servicing level. 


During 1974-75, the external debt-servicing payments at the level of 70.8 
million US dollars was 19.94 per cent of the total export earnings. The 
situation almost reached the critical point, suggested by Pearson Commission 
which maintains that a developing country must keep its debt-servicing liabil- 
ity at a minimum and within the limit of 20 per cent of its export earnings. 
In the following years although the debt-servicing level remained much below 
the saturation point but during the last fiscal year (1982-83) the MLT debt 
amortization again jumped up to almost 20 per cent of the total export earn- 
ings. The actual amortization during last fiscal year was 136.6 million US 
dollars. 


Saturation point 


Meanwhile, the current fiscal year's export earnings are expected to fetch 717.5 
million US dollars. If the target is not exceeded and the MLT debt amortization 








Is kept at 150 million US dollars, then the country will be crossing the 
Saturation point suggested by the Pearson Commission, thus branding the econ- 
omy as critical. But observers feel that in view of the performance during 
the last three quarters, the target of export earnings could well be exceeded. 


The cumulative external servicing payments till 1982-83 stood at 769.1 million 
US dollars both in the form of interest and principal amounts. 


The pre-liberation MLT borrowings have been substantially converted into grants 
at later periods thus easing the burden of external debt liabilities of the 
country. Till December 1982, a sum of 540 million US dollars has been con- 
verted into grants by bilateral donors The total outstanding external debt 

of the country now stands at over 6,500 million US dollars mostly on long-term 
basis. The cumulative disbursement of external grants and loans was over 

10,500 million US dollars while its grant portion was 5,500 million US dollars. 
The interest which accrued to the principal amount raised the outstanding amount 
apparently. 


The current fiscal year started with an opening pipeline of 3,283 million US 
dollars as project aid, 428 million US dollars as commodity aid and 46 million 
US dollars as food aid. The commitment of foreign assistance expected during 
the current fiscal year is 228 million US dollars as food aid, 590 million US 
dollars as commodity aid and 1,155 million US dollars as project aid The 
probational estimate of the disbursement level has been sized at 240 million 

US dollars as food aid, 465 million US dollars as commodit: aid and 6/0 million 
US dollars as project aid. 
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BANGLADESH 


FOODGRAIN PROCUREMENT REPORTED 50 PERCENT BELOW TARGET 
Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 1l May 84 p 3 


[Text] Though procurement target of foodgrains during the current fiscal year 
was revised downward three times, actual procurement stood below the level of 
50 percent of the latest target. 


The original target of 7 lakh tons was reduced to 5 lakh tons following the 
procurement performance up to December last. During the first part of the 
current year the target was refixed at 4.56 lakh tons. Recently, the govern- 
ment has decided to refix the foodgrains procurement target at 2.80 lakh tons 
this year. 


Up to the first week of the current month, total amount of foodgrains procured 
by the government stood at only 90 thousand tons, indicating a short fall of 
65 per cent. 


Although the government this year enhanced the procurement price of paddy from 
Tk. 133 to Tk. 144 per maund, and that of rice at Tk. 225 from Tk. 210, the 
growers did not sell their foodgrains to the government. Most of the farmers, 
instead, sold their grains at the open market or to the wholesellers, where 
they received a price at least 20 per cent higher than that of the procurement 
price fixed by the government. 


However, a spokesman of the Ministry of Food told this correspondent that the 
government was not much concerned about the failure of the internal procurment 
drive, adding that the government operated the procurement programme with a 
view to ensuring for the growers an acceptable price support. He said that 
the failure of the procurement programme meant that the growers got a better 
price. 


Last year, the government had set itself target of procuring three lakh tons 
of foodgrains under the programme, but actual procurement stood at only one 
lakh tons. 


Inspite of drought and flush floods in some areas on the country, production 
of foodgrains during the current fiscal year is expected to be 1.60 crore 
tons, as against the target of 1.61 crore tons, and an actual food grains 
production of 1.51 crore tons during the last fiscal year. 














The targets of 32 lakh tons of aus, 79 lakh tons of aman and 13 lakh tons of 
wheat have been achieved following timely supply of the agricultural inputs. 
According to a source in the Agricultural Department, the boro production 
target at 36 lakh tons would also be achieved in spite of some natural set- 
backs, like flood and drought. 


This year, the foodgrains stock of a government started with a volume of 6.3 
lakh tons as against the projection of 8.52 lakh tons. The lower stock was 
attributed to larger offtake and a significant shortfall in the domestic pro- 
curement last year. 


During the first nine months of the current fiscal year, there had been a 

heavy drawdown oi stock following the high price ot foodgrains in the market 
when the government had to increase its supply of foodgrains to face the crisis. 
It was difficult to replenish the stock due to low procurement from domestic 
sources. 


Food Imports 


In increased level of foodgrains import was necessary this year to ensure 
steady supply of foodgrains to the market and build up a reasonable level of 
stock. Up to January this year, the import of foodgrains from the external 
sources totalled about 9.3 lakh tons, including 8.81 lakh tons of wheat and 

52 thousand tons of rice. Import of another 10 lakh tons has been programmed 
during the following months under foreign loans, grants, barter and commercial 


import. 


kftorts are also being made to pursuade some donors of advance shipment of 
foodgrains during the current fiscal year against the programme for fiscal 
1984-85 with a view to hleping the country build up a security reserve. 


* 














INDIA 


POSSIBILITY OF ELECTION POSTPONEMENT RULED OUT 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 May 84 p ] 


[Text] NEW DELHI, May 14. Mr. Kamlapati Tripathi, Congress working president, 
today ruled out the possibility of the life of parliament being extended by a 
year or two to facilitate a change-over to the presidential form of government. 


Talking to newsmen, Mr. Tripathi said that if a realistic view of the situ- 
ation was taken, there was no question of a change of form of government. 
"When the question of change comes, it will be put before the nation," he 
added. 


Referring to the Janata chief, Mr. Chandra Shekhar's statement in Bombay that 
Mrs. Gandhi would not be tolerated for a single day, Mr. Tripathi observed, 
“Mr. Chandra Shekhar has not tolerated her for five years. But she will be 
the Prime Minister again for another five years. Let him know this.’ 


He regretted that the Janata Party had at its regional convention in Bombay 
failed to condemn the violence by terrorists and extremists in Punjab. 


He also questioned why Mr. George Fernandes and Mr. Biju Patnaik had not sub- 
mitted a report at the convention on their recent talks with President Zia o! 
Pakistan. 


Mr. Tripathi spoke sarcastically of Mr. Chandra Shekhar speaking of the ‘united 
opposition being duty bound to dislodge Mrs. Gandhi’. 


What has Mr. Chandra Shekhar to say about Bihar where an exercise is going on 
to throw him out of the party? Where is the united opposition and what right 
does Mr. Chandra Shekhar have to talk about opposition unity,’ Mr. Tripathi ask- 
ed. 


Mr. Chandulal Chandrakar, Congress general secretary, said that Mr. Chandra 
Shekhar was talking like a dictator and not as one who believed in democracy. 
“Elections are going to be held soon and everyone is free to contest them,’ he 
reminded the Janata chief. 
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NEW DELHI May 3. 
The stalemate over implementation of the 
indo-iran agreement on the Mudremuknh ron 
ore project Nas been broKen anc 2a Vial Consign 
ment of ore will be lifted by Iran this year 
This was a major outcome of the three 
jay ministenal ‘evel trade talks between the 
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 . Our trias that con luded hare today 1. 
1oreed minutes were signed by the Union 
Commerce Minister, Mr. V. P. Singh and his 
r x «counterpart. Mr HH. A Jaatar, who 
ed their respective de egations 

Both sides agreed to step up the volume 
of trade and industrial collaboration. Exports 
from fia would be increased three-fold to 
such $225 millions and tt would buy from 
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tonnes of re concentrate annually for 21 
years. 

Mr. Jaafari said the current taiks had helped 
sort out the pending issues and these would 
be finalised after another round of discussions 
between indian and tranian officials to be 
held in Teheran soon. On credit payment. 
lran had made certain proposals to overcome 
the difficulties. He, however, did not elaborate 
As regards lifting of the concentrate. he said 
ran had agreed to lift a trial corsiaqnment 
this year. [he price and the quantum would 
be decided at the Teheran meeting 


On trace exchanges, Mr. Jaatari said non 
ot items which iran would export inciuded 
red oxide, dry fruits, asafoetida, marble, dates 
and medicinal herbs. The inclusion of oi in 
the basket of commodities covered by the 
Asian , Clearning Union would facilitate 
purchases by India from Iran 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, Mr. Singh 
said the two countries could meaningfully build 
up self-reliance through inchstrial Cooperation 
nN such diverse fields as Dower generation 
telacommunication. raiways. cement and textile 
plants 

in the agreed Minutes the indian side 
welcomed "ne wanan . iQggest « rH wearin 
of a commercial office in india and expressed 
the confidence that it would strengthen irans 
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INDIA 


REPORTAGE ON BORDER FENCING DISAGREEMENT 
India, Bangladesh Officials Talk 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 8 May 54 p 1 


[Article by Manash Ghosh] 

[Text] HARIDASPUR (24-Parganas), May 7.--The talks between the Directors- 
General of the Border Security Force and the Bangladesh Rifles ended at this 
Incian checkpost this afternoon without any result. The 1-1/2 hour talks, 
the culmination of the past two weeks' diplomatic initiative of the two 
countries to reduce growing tension alone the border failed with both sides 
refusing to budge from their stand on border fencing. 


Spokesmen of the two border forces said after the talks: ‘'We have agreed to 
disagree on the issue". ''There was no progress’, was the comment of a senior 
BSF otficer. 


With the Directors-General of the two border forces having failed to come to 
an agreement on the issue it is now almost certain that the matter will be 
taken up at the political level. Border officials felt that if at all any 
progress had to be made it had to be at the political level. In view of to- 
day's failure of the talks an early resumption of the fencing work by India 
seems highly unlikely. Many think that resumption of the work will again 
lead to border skirmishes like those that took place at the tri-junction of 
West Bengal, Assam and Bangladesh borders on April 20 and 24 resulting in the 
death of a BDR man. 


At the talks today Mr Birbal Nath, Director-General BSF, reiterated to his 


Bangladesh counterpart, Major-General R. A. M. Gholam Muktadir, that it was 
well within India's rights to erect fencing on its side of the border. The 
Indian fences, he had pointed out, were in no way defensive or any kind of 


military structures as Bangladesh was trying to interpret. They were a simple 
contrivance meant to check infiltration from Bangladesh and had no other pur- 


pose or use. 


Ruling out Bangladesh's objection that the fences violated the India-Bangladesh 
border ground rules of 1975, which prohibits building of any defensive struc- 
ture within 150 yards of the border, Mr Nath wondered how the fences could be 
termed a defensive structure or how could they pose any threat to Bangladesh. 


[he specific purpose for erecting them was to check illegal crossings into 











India and trans-border crime which in certain sectors had assumed alarming 
dimension. Many were too serious to be ignored. He asked his counterpart to 
understand India's compulsions. "You should, in fact, welcome our move instead 
of opposing it", Mi Nath said. 


Mr Nath told the BDR Director-General that India would not object to Banpla- 
desh doing anything it liked on its side of the border. "You can do what 
you want on your side. We shall never interfere", Mr Nath said. 


The BSR Director-General did not agree with his Bangladesh counterpart's con- 
tention, repeated again and again at the talks, that India started erecting 
the fences unilaterally. Mr Nath reminded the BDR officers that India had 
kept Bangladesh informed about its decision. In fact, this had formed a 
major part of the Indian External Affairs Minister, Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao's 
talks with Bangladesh leaders, including Lieutenant-General Ershad and Mr 

As R. S. Doha, Foreign Ninister, in Dhaka, in August. There was nothing 
like hide and seek or offensive about it. ‘We had kept you posted about our 
decision in time", he remarked. 


Mr Nath said that both the BSF and BDR were on the friendliest terms and nothing 
should be done to sour this relation. Last month's incidents at the tri- 
junction were most unfortunate and their recurrence should be avoided. He 
reiterated India's decision to go ahead with the fencing work and said India 
would expect that there would be no interference from any quarter. 


Major-General Muktadir while explaining his Government's stand was reported to 
have said that peace could again be restored to the border if the fences were 
dismantled. In fact, throughout the talks he harped on dismantling of the 
fence pillars which he called defence structures. 


He denied that there was any infiltration into India from Bangaldesh. It was 
an imaginary problem, he added. The BDR chief was assisted at the talks by 
Colonel A Zakir, Director of Operations, BDR, and the BDR sector commanders 
of Rangpur, Dinajpur and Khulna. 





Mr Nath was assisted at the talks by Mr W. G. J. Mudaliar, Inspector-General, 
BSF, West Bengal, and Mr L. C. Sarma, IG, BSF, Assam. 


Report From Border 
Madras THE HINDU in English 5 May 84 p 5 


[Text] SATRASAL (Assam-Bangladesh border), May 4. Work on fencing the inter- 
national border with Bangladesh has come to a dead halt in the Dhubri sector 
of Assam. 


At Satrasal, about 11.5 km from the zero line, the last point up to which news- 
men are allowed, survey work as well as digging and fencing has been stopped, 
partly because the labourers are hesitant after one of them died on April 24 

in an exchanging of firing between the Bangladesh Rifles and the Border Secur- 
ity Force. 
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Men of the Central Public Works Department, who were caught in the crossfire 
that day for nearly 12 hours during the survey, have also left for Guwahati, 
demanding adequate safety measures. 


Official sources said the monsoon, which breaks in Assam in May and lasts till 
September, would make survey or fencing nearly impossible for at least five 
more months. 


Two men killed: The border survey and wire fencing, aimed at checking the 
infiltration of Bangladesh nationals began in Dhubri, one of the two border 
districts of Assam, on March 27. Since then, Bangladesh Rifles and men of the 
Border Security Force have exchanged fire twice, resultin in the death of a 
BDR man and an Indian labourer. A BSF jawan was injured. 


The Assam Chief Minister, Mr. Hiteswar Saikia, contacted at Dispur, said the 
State Government was not aware of suspension of the work. "It is basically 
the Centre's job and we have only been asked to render all help. The district 
authorities will be in a better position to tell you the correct situation”. 


Dhubri's District Commissioner, Mr. Surojit Mitra said "Yes, work on zero 
line has come to a halt...--the only work related to fencing which is still 
on is casting of piliars, which takes place several kilometres inside the 
border". 


Forces strengthened: While security forces on both sides of the border have 
been veinforced following two incidents of firing last month, efforts are on to 
defuse the tense situation. 


Official sources, quoting reports from across the border said BDR had been 
strengthened with the arrival on April 16 of regular Bangladeshi troops backed 
by artillery with a firing range capable of encompassing several Indian vil- 
lages. 


On the Indian side, the 77th Regiment of BSF has been reinforced by two more 
battalions, bringing the total aumber of BSF men patrolling an effective area 
of 20.8 km in Dhubri to about 1,000. Assisting them are two companies of 

the First Assam Home Guards Regiment, the only home guards unit controlled 

by the Centre. 


Farmers still plough: ''But for the tension, all is quiet on the eas at", 
a BSF officer said when asked to comment on the situation where firin irred 
on April 24. 'We often see BDR men wearing camouflage uniforms and lyi:< 


chest down facing the Indian sector. Farmers plough the fields not very far 
away. The irony is that many of these BDR personnel were trained by us in 
1971 during the Bangladeshi liberation struggle". 


Contrary to reports, villagers on the Indian side have not been evacuated. 


Many of the 1.5 lakh villagers inhabiting the border area began moving inwards 
on their own after the first firing. Since then, few have returned home. 
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The sources said that in a bid to restore normality, senior officers of the 
BDR and BSF were expected to meet on Monday. Details were not available im- 
mediately. 


Road for artillery: They said Bangladeshi forces had constructed a gravel 
road 4.5 metres long, about one metre wide and about a metre above water 
level some 30 metres from the border. ‘The villagers were made to do free 
work for building the road, which is now being used to bring in heavy 
artillery. 


The BDR had stationed at least three companies at Burungamani, less than a 
kilometre from the border opposite Satrasal, they said. At another place 
called Bahalguri, three km south-west of Satrasal, there are five more BDR 
companies. 


BDR orders stoppage. The first hint of trouble came when on April 1, some BDR 
personnel told CPWD staff that survey work would have to be stopped immedi- 
ately and that the Bangladesh Government did not approve of it. For some 20 
days there was a lull. 


On April 20, the first exchange of firinz took place at Ramraikutti-the tri- 
junction of Bangaldesh, West Bengal and Assam. A BDR man was found dead at 
the spot the next day. 


Four days later, a mob of 1,500 villagers began raising anti-Indian slogans 
in the morning as CPWD staff began their survey. A small graup of BDR men 
then threw a rope around an Indian pillar and tried to pull it down. When 
BSF men objected, some 20 BDR men in the rear opened fire from two sides. 
The CPWD staff was travped for some 12 hours and was rescued late in the 
night. 


The BDR used sten guns, light machine guns and .303s and the Indian side self- 
loading rifles and sten guns in the seven-minute exchange of fire. An Indian 
workman, Nitai Sen alias Mangtu of Ramarikutti, was killed that day. 


Immediately after the first firing, Dhubri's Deputy nommissioner ordered stop- 
page of fencing work. It was withdrawn, the sources said, "after the Commis- 
sioner reprimanded the DC, saying he was going well beyond his jurisdiction". 





CSO: 4600/1897 
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INDIA 


REPORTAGE ON YOUTH CONGRESS-I PRESIDENTS‘ MEET 
Opening Session 
Madras THE HINDU in English & May 84 p 9 


[Text] TIRUPATI, May 7. Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, AICC (1) General Secretary, today 
accused the BJP and the Akali Dal of trying to make political capital out of 
the Punjab turmoil. 


Addressing delegates to a two-day Indian Youth Congress (I) block-level Presi- 
dents' conference which opened here today Mr. Gandhi claimed that despite 
provocations from the BJP and the Akaii Dal to play Hindus and Sikhs against 
each other, the two communities were living in peace as evidenced by the fact 
that 90 per cent of those killed in the Punjab violence were Sikhs. The rest 
were Hindus killed deliberately by the extremists. 


He had a dig at the media which, besides giving prominence to the Sikh ex- 
tremist Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, was projecting another group as 
moderates. He asked if the group which burnt copies of Article 25 of the 
Constitution and swore by the Anandpur Sahib resolution threatening the 
very security of the nation could be moderates. 


Mrs. Gandhi's contribution: Charging the BJP with trying to add fuel to fire 
on the Punjab issue, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi said the Congress (1) would not compro- 
mise on anything affecting national integration. He appealed to the youth to 
strengthen the hands of Mrs. Indira Gandhi who was trying her best to solve 
the tangle. Her political judgment was much better than others. If there 
was any one who had contributed to national integration it was only the Prime 
Minister. She knew how to play her cards and it was amply demonstrated during 
the 1971 Bangladesh crisis when despite pressure from the then Jan Sangh to 
deploy troops on the border she avoided it and acted at the right time, he 
said about his mother, the party president. 


Mr. Gandhi traced the infiltration and insurgency in the north-east to the 
"destroying of the intelligence system" by Mr. Morarji Desai, as Prime Minis- 
ter in 1977 on the piea that intelligence operations were an immoral act. 


States much too strong: He tarned that the recent trend of regionalisation 
and provincialisation was dangerou;. If the Governments of West Bengal and 
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Jammu and Kashmir decided not to be totally pro-Indian, how could the Central 
Government cope with the situation? The biggest weakness was that the States 
were much too strong. In West Bengal hardly 17 per cent of the budget alloca- 
tion was being used for developmental activities. The rest was being used 

for the political advantage of the ruling party. 


When food production all over the country had gone up, in West bengal it had 
gone down. Industrial development had also suffered a setback during the 
seven-year rule of the communists. 


A.P. slides back: Andhra Pradesh which about two years ago was occupying 

the fourth place in the implementation of the 20-point programme, had now 
Slid down to the 18th place. It was on account of the failure on the part of 
certain State Governments that the Centre, which had once given a completely 
free hand to the State Governments in the implementation of the programme had 
to go in for joint implementation. 


Call to youth: Earlier, inaugurating the conference in the absence of Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi who arrived late from Hyderabad, the Youth Congress (I) President 
Mr. Tariq Anwar called upon the youth to involve themselves in national de- 
velopment programmes. He cautioned them against slogan-mongering which, he 
said, was no substitute for hard work and dedication which alone would solve 
the country's problems. 


Deliberations had to be suspended for about 10 minutes following a virtual 
Stampede at the pandal when enthusiastic party workers rushed forward to greet 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi on his arrival. Mr. Gandhi, who arrived at 1 p.m. from 
Hyderabad, could not inaugurate the conference in the morning as his departure 
from Bombay to Hyderabad was delayed. 


Charge against Pakistan: lir. Darbara Singh, former Chief Minister of Punjab 
charged Pakistan with arming Akalis and extremists. He regretted that the 
Akalis, instead of trying democratic menas, were sucked into the umbrella of 
the extremists. It was unfortunate that extremists should take shelter in 
gurdwaras while the Government was spending not less than Rs. 25 lakhs for 
elections to the Sikh Gurdwara Prabhandak Committee. le dismissed as absurd 
the talk of "holy war' by extremists and said it was just a war for capturing 
power. 


The Punjab issue dominated the discussions during the morning session with all 
the speakers assailing Akalis for "senseless and brutal killings". Among the 
speakers were Mrs. Maragatham Chandrasekhar, former TNCC (1) President and Mr. 
Anand Sarma, general secretary, Youth Congress. 


Resolutions: The conference adopted several resolutions covering politics, 
economics, the international situation and problems of the youth. 


One resolution condemned attempts by Opposition parties to create conrusion 
over the question of economic and financial relations between the Centre and 
the question of economic and financial relations between the Centre and the 
States. Instead of assisting the Centre in building a self-reliant India the 
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Opposition has chosen to raise futile discussions over Centre-State rela- 
tions, which can only slow down the process of economic development, said the 
resolution moved by Mr. Madhu Kant Shukla, Joint Secretary of the Youth 
Congress (1). Denying any discrimination in the matter of Plan allocation 

by the Centre, the resolution said the Sixth Five Year Plan had helped develop 
all regions equitably. The convention criticised Opposition parties for their 
bid to arouse regional and parochial forces". 


The meet urged the Government to encourage small and medium industries which 
have a tremendous growth potential and help the dispersal of industries to 
neglected and backward areas. The Government should control large industrial 
houses and they should be made to observe investment discipline according to 
national priorities. 


Appeal: Ina political resolution which condemned the senseless killings in 
Punjab and the role of the Akali Dal in it, the Youth Congress appealed for 
communal harmony to arrive at a political solution to the problem. The 
Akalis should withdrw their stir in the larger interests of the country. 


The situation in Jammu and Kashmir is also disturbing. The State Government 
there has failed to take action against anti-national activities, the resolu- 
tion alleged. 
The situation in Assam has shown marked improvement, the resolution said and 
praised the Government for bringing about the change. The victims of violence 
have been rehabilitated and normality restored. 

More on Rajiv Speech 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English & May 54 p 6 


[Text ] 


A S Nagar (Tirupati), May 7 (UNI}—Congress-I 
general secretary Rajiv Gandhi today appealed to 
opposition parties “to leave it to the acumen of 


Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to solve the Punjab: 


tangle.” 

Addressing a two-day conference of the / 1 
India Youth Congress-I here, Mr Gandhi said the 
Prime Minister “knows how to play her cards.” 

The Punjab issue ddminated the opening day 
of the conference which was held at the spraw!l- 
ing pandal at the Sri Venkateswara University 
campus. 

Mr Gandhi charged the Bharatiya Janata Party 
and Akali Dal with attempting to make political 
capital by fomenting tension between Hindus and 
Sikhs. He felt there was nothing to choose be- 
tween the Akali Dal and the fundamentalist 
group led by Sant Bhindranwale since their de- 
mands were almost the same. He criticised the op- 
position parties for describing Akali Dal members 
who had burnt Constitution as “moderates”. 

Mr Gandhi described the demand for more 
powers by some States. He said that States were 
already strong. 


Mr Gandhi attacked former Prime Minister 
Morarji Desai for initiating certain measures 
while in power which demoralised the intelli- 
gence services and came in the way of their moni- 
toring infiltration from across the borders. 

Former Punjab Chief Minister Darbara Singh 
charged Pakistan with arming extremists in 
Punjab. 

The conference adopted the political resolu- 
tion which deplored that attempts to create com- 
munal disharmony between Hindus and Sikhs in 
Punjab and urged the Union government to initi-. 
ate steps to identify, isolate and eliminate the 
extremists in the State... 

It regretted that the Akaif Dal did not respond’ 
to Mrs Gandhi's efforts to defuse the situation,’ 
and felt that the adamant attitude of the Dal 
showed that its agitation was aimed at capturing 

wer through undemocratic means. 
r K J Geroge, All India Youth Congress-I 
genera! secretary moved the resolution. 

The resolution said the steps taken by Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi to defuse the situation 
and the measures adopted to solve the dispute 
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by meeting the genuine demands of the Sikh 
leaders, deserved all support and 
appreciation. 

It was unfortunate that the Akali Dal failed 
to respond positively to the gesture and contin- 
ued to be adamant and unreasonable. 

This only clearly showed that the agitation 
was not for any genuine demand but an attempt 
to capture power by undemocratic means. 

The resoluton said it was matter of shame 
that the holy places had been converted into 
sanctuaries of criminals, killers and anti-social 
elements. 

The Youth Congress-I deplored the attempts 
to create communal disharmony between the 
Hindus and Sikhs and called upon the Govern- 
ment to take stringent action to identify and 
isolate /eliminate extremists who deserved ex- 
treme punishment for their crimes against the 
nation and humanity. 


It appealed to all communities to strive for 
creation of congenial atmosphere in Punjab, re- 
store communal harmony and to arrive at a po- 
litical solution. 


It urged the Akali Dal to withdraw fts “mean- 
ingless agitation” in the larger interest of the 
country. 

The resolution said the situation in Jammu 
and Kashmir was disturbing and the State Gov- 
ernment had failed to take any action against 
anti-social and communal forces there. 

The Youth Congress-I called upon people of 
Jammu and Kashmir to resist the communal and 
regional forces and to thwart that conspiracy. 

The situation in Assam had shown satisfac- 
tory improvement. The Congress-I compli- 
mented the State Government and the people of 
Assam in resisting the communal and regional 
forces, for rehabilitating the victims of violence, 


maintaining peace and harmony and restoring 
normality. 

The recent combination of opposition par- 
ties and the formation of fronts and alliances of 
present political parties spoke of the pathetic 
condition of the Indian opposition. 

This sort of opportunistic national alterna- 
tive was “hilarious and hollow” which was 
merely a repetition of the old exercise aimed at 
capturing power. The resolution said the group- 
ings of the opposition in NDA and United Front 
did not have any credibility or programme. 

The resolution noted with regret, the opposi- 
tion parties in their bid to obtain regional and 
communal growth had in a distorted manner 
raised the question of Centre-State relations. 

The Youth Congress-! felt that for the devel- 
opment of unity and independence of the coun- 
try, a strong centre was essential, it said, appeal- 
ing to the people of India to lend solid support to 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and to the Indian 
National Congress which it said alone could 
safeguard the interest and ensure welfare and 
progress of the country. 

Earlier in the morning the twu-day confer- 
ence of the Youth Congress-I block presidents 
began here. 

In his address, the All India Youth Congress- 
I president Tariq Anwar said the country was 
passing through a difficult time as it was a 
danger from all sides threatening the unity 
the country. 

In her message to the conference Prime Min- 


‘ister Indira Gandhi expressed fear that the 


country was passing through difficult time and 
wanted the youth to meet the “challenge” with 
dedication and patriotism. 

She cautioned that certain forces were creat- 
ing new problems threatening the society 
which had been awakened from a “slumber of 
several centuries”. 





Conference Ends 
Madras THE HINDU in Lnglish 9 May 04 p 10 


[Text] TIRUPATI, May &. The two-day convention of the block-level presidents 
of the Indian Youth Congress (1), being held here has appealed to all nations 
for immediate action to achieve general and complete disarmament, particularly 


nuclear disarmament. 


In a resolution, it acknowledged with hope the spontaneous people's movement 
in many parts of the world for disarmament and extended its whole-hearted 


support to all peace movements. 


It strongly deplored the delay in convening a conference for declaring the 
Indian Ocean as a zone of peace. The Ocean should be insulated from great 
power rivalry. A unity of purpose among all the nations concerned was the 
need of the hour so that any attempt to scuttle the conference was defeated 


resoundingly, it added. 
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'State-sponsored' violence in Sri Lanka: The conference deplored the recent 
developments in Sri Lanka where the "State-sponsored violence" had caused 
heavy loss of life and massive destruction of property of Indian citizens 
and people of Indian origin. 


It also expressed concern over developments in the sub-continent like the 
militarisation of Pakistan, unprovoked firings on the Bangladesh border and 

the unjustified attitude of the Sri Lanka Government on the Tamils issue. 

It was against this background, that the conference strongly condemned the 
outside powers for their interference in the Indian-sub-continent by influencing 
small nations through military and financial aid in pursuance of their policies 
of destabilisation. ‘The very powers are also in league with certain communal 
and reactionary groups in India aiding and abetting them to foment trouble," 

the resolution said. Mr. Praveer Bagchi, foreign affairs in-charge of the 
Youth Congress (1), moved the resolution. 


UNI, PTI report: 


U.S. condemned: The IYC (1) condemned the American invasion of Grenada which 
it said was totally uncalled for, unprovoked and unpardonable. Similarly the 
U.S. policies in Central America were endangering freedom and peace which 
deserved unequivocal condemnation, the resolution said. 


It called for an immediate end to the tragic war between Iran and Iraq. It 
commended the efforts of Mrs. Gandhi as chairperson of "NAM" to find a solu- 
tion to this conflict. 


Cal. to Youth Cong. (1) 


Mr. Ghulam Nabi Azad, Union Deputy Minister for Information and Broadcasting, 
today appealed to Congress (I) men to fight the Opposition parties which were 
trying to disintegrate the country. 


Addressing block presidents on the concluding day, he said certain forces were 
trying to divide India, one of the strongest nations in the world. The in- 
discipline that prevailed in some parts of the country was one of the greatest 
problems facing the nation today. "If we are disciplined, the nation could 
definitely progress like Japan," he added. 


Cong. (1) strong in Kerala: The Kerala Chief Minister, Mr. K. Karunakaran, 
in his speech appealed to Congressmen to stand united sinking their differences 
and be disciplined to meet the challenges facing the nation. 


There was a feeling in the north that the Congress (I) in south was weak, he 
said. The party was strong in Kerala as demonstrated by the big rally it 
organised recently, he claimed and said States like Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh 
and Karnataka could also stage similar mass rallies. It was also time that 
Congressmen prepared the youth to face various challenges whether from outside 
or within the country. 


Potential: Mr. Karunakaran said the question of succession of the Prime Minis- 


ter's office would not pose a problem, as Mr Rajiv Gandhi had the potential to 
take over the responsibility. 
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Speaking on a resolution on youth adopted at the conference, he said the country 
was extremely fortunate’ that there would be no void after Mrs. Gandhi, as 
there had been after tne death of her father Nehru. 


Referring to the charges made by Opposition parties in Kerala that the Congress 
(I) led-Government in the State had failed to attract Central investment. Mr. 
Karunakaran said that as soon as the Government came to power it ge the 
deal to set up a naval academy at Ezhimala and the Rs. 140-crore pubiic sector 
caprolactam project in Cochin. The Rs. 33 crore Indian Telephone Industries 
expansion scheme at Palghat had also been sanctioned. 


Bihar CM sees sinister forces: The Bihar Chief Minister, Mr. Chandrasekhar 
Singh, said certain forces in the country were at work threatening the nation's 
integrity. Such forces were raising their ugly head in Kashmir where the 
Government was learning heavily on them for its existence. The situation in 
Punjab was a matter of concern and the Youth and Congressmen should meet this 
challenge. 


Another matter of concern for the country was the acquisition of the F-16 
fighter aircraft by Pakistan which was also on the threshold of acquiring 
nuclear capability, he said. Mr. Singh said his Government in the next 
academic year would introduce drastic changes in the educational system to 
make it more purposeful. 


Mr. Brahmananda Reddi, former Union Minister, appealed to the youth to develop 


a positive attitude towards national and international problems, especially 
in the present situation where separatist forces were raising their head. 


CSO: 4600/1887 
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PAPERS REPORT ON VISIT OF JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER 


Preparations for Visit 


Madras THE HINDU in English 4 May 84 p 1 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, May 3. 
The Japanese Prime Minister, Mr. Yasuhiro 
Nakasone, arrives tomorrow in Delhi on what 
he described as a Spiritual to the 
homeland of Buddhism to fill the present-day 
perception gaps and open up a new channel 
of communication between the two Asian na- 
tions. He reached Bombay _ from 
Islamabad after a three-day visit to Pakistan 
for some rest and relaxation, before leaving 

for Delhi where a warm welcome awaits him. 


The talks with Mr. Nakasone and his delega- 
tion, which includes the Foreign Minister, Mr. 
Shintaro Abe, the Deputy Foreign Minister, 
Mr. Toshijiro Nakajima, four senior members 
of the Diet and some senior officials, are 
to be conducted at different levels to ensure 


Mrs. indira Gandhi, will confer with him privately 
tomorrow without any aides, before they are 
joined by their advisers for formal discussions. 


ont eS ong 
i i t politica 
is an important politi on ogy 
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of Parliament before the state banquet hosted 
by the Prime Minister in his honour leier 
at night. What he says on these three occasions 
will indicate the extent of the desire 
for closer political, economic cultural links 
with India, about which he has already spoken 
eloquently on the eve of this visit. 
India keen 

As far as India is concerned, It had been 
stated in a most reassuring manner that it 
is very keen on closer cooperation with Japan. 
But it has been left to Japan to choose the 
level at which it would like to proceed to 
Sievelop this cooperation in mutual interest. 

Though Japan has been sounded about 
participation in specific projects oe an 
additional commitment of at least $1 billion, 
india has not suggested any particular figure, 
since It was entirely @ matter for Mr. Nakasone 
and his advisers to decide at what level and 
to what extent Japan would ik collaborate 
at this stage. The mein eocent 
will be on estaolish to 
serve as a mutually beneficial bridge for in- 

cooperation. 


® 
23 


roups in the Liberal Democratic Party 
eS coalition , the New Liberal Club, 
who will be 


calling . together tomorrow on 
the AICC @ General Secretary, Mr. Ral'v 
Gandhi, to establish contact between the ruling 
parties of India and Japan. 

The group includes Mr. Tomoharu Tazawa, 
Mr. Morizoshi Sata and Mr. Akira Fukida 
representing the Nekasone, Tanaka and Fukuda 
factions, besides Mr. Takashi Kosugi of the 
New Liberal Club whose is essential 
for the survival of the LOP 


. . They 
will also have an opportunity to meet Mrs. 


Gandhi at some point. 


After tomorrow's busy schedule, Mr. 
Nakasone has been left relatively free on 
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_ Saturday to have further exchanges with Mrs. the then Prime —— of of ee “eee oon from 


other senior mem of her visiting 

cen, ee Rn alligg ogg, Ay Bd Museum, ee A aye or over for a few 
will be hosting a lunch in his honour after cry ~ einai ae old fort. where 
he has oo os courtesy call on him. As @ some Japanese we. interned during the war 

happened, Mr. Zail Singh passed through by the British Indian Government. 
A large press, radio and television team 
Tokeyo today on his way to Hong Kong, white from Japan’ is Me 

Bombay on this visit and arrangements have been 

The sight-seeing part has been cut down made for the most extensive tive TV coverage 
to the minimum since Mr. Nekasone hed seen by satefine. Mr. Nekasone wil also be eddrene- 
the Taj Mahal when he came to ndia many ing @ press conference in Defhi on Saturday 
years ago along with Mr. Nobusuke Kishi, afternoon. 


4 May Talks, Speech 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 May 84 pp l, 9 


[Text] NEW DELHI, May 4.--Mrs Gandhi today sought Japan's help in securing 
loans from the Asian Development Bank. She told Mr Nakasone, Japan's Prime 
Minister, who arrived this morning that she hoped he would persuade his 
Government to support India's request to the ADB and to the IDA. 


Mr Nakasone told Mrs Gandhi that his country shared India's concern over the 
world economic situation and the crucial issue of nuclear disarmament. 


The two Prime Ministers, who had their second meeting here this afternoon-- 
the first, a brief one, lasted barely 20 minutes--spoke of the world economic 
Situation in the context of the broken North-South dialogue. 


And as a Japanese spokesman put it later, Mr Nakasone hoped to benefit greatly 
from his talks with Mrs Gandhi as the leader of the "Third World". Mr 
Nakasone himself had told M.P.s and had referred in passing--at Mrs Gandhi's 
banquet to him and his wife--to the positive role which he wished to play at 
the London meeting of the developed, industrialized countries in June. He 
had made it clear during the Williamsburg summit that the North and South were 
two wheels of the same vehicle and that the world economy was not going to get 
very far unless both were vitalized. 


In his talks with the Prime Minister, Mr Nakasone emphasized Japan's vital 
interest in maintaining world peace. He shared Mrs Gandhi's perceptions with 
regard to the non-aligned movement which she had described as an offshoot of 
India's own freedom struggle. The two Prime Ministers discussed various 

other issues of international and bilateral interest leaving a wide variety 

of topics concerning bilateral economic co-operation to the two expert teams 
which met separately and are expected to continue their discussions tomorrow. 


Mrs Gandhi explained to the visiting Prime Minister the efforts made by India 
to harmonize her relations with her neighbours in the region. She specifi- 
cally referred to India's determined efforts to normalize relations with Pakis- 
tan. She spoke of the treaty of friendship and cooperation India had offered 
Pakistan. 
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The Japanese spokesman clarified in answer to a question that his Prime Minis- 
ter had at no time during his visit to Pakistan offered to mediate between 
India and Pakistan. All he had done was to express his wish that India and 
Pakistan, as two important countries of the region, would resolve their prob- 
lems. 


Mrs Gandhi made a passing reference to the assistance which Japan had already 
given to India and said that while the country was self-sufficient in many 
areas, she just now needed to draw on the resources of the Asian Development 
Bank. 


North-South 


Mr Nakasone, while reviewing the world scene, laid emphasis on the importance 
which he attached to the resumption of the north-south dialogue. It was at 
this point that he made a reference to the role which he had tried to play at 
the Williamsburg summit. His exchanges with Mrs Gandhi, he told her, were of 
great value to him. Like India, Japan too was committed to world peace and 
co-operation, Mr Nakasone said. He said he would be making a reference to 
future yen credits later and in the meantime he had asked his experts, he told 
Mrs Gandhi, to have an in-depth exchange with their Indian counterparts. Japan, 
he added, would offer help in all scientific and technological areas. 


This apart, Mr Nakasone believed that his Indian visit marked a turning point 
in bilateral relations. It was a milestone, he said. As the Japanese spokes- 
man put it, the most important thing which Mr Nakasone wanted to convey was 
his conviction that Indo-Japanese relations must be promoted and brought 
closer than ever before. He had referred to the traditionally close cultural 
links between the two countries. But unfortunately, there had not been ade- 
quate communication between the two countries in the past. Mr Nakasone, the 
Japanese spokesman said, believed that there existed many areas of cooperation 
internationally such as disarmament, nuclear disarmament and fostering world- 
wide prosperity. In that context, he had sought India’s views and support 

in getting the North-South dialogue underway. 


Again, reflecting his Prime Minister's thinking, the spokesman said that Mr 
Nakasone believed that India at its present stage of development could be 
helped by Japan. The technical details were to be discussed by the experts, 

he added, saying that the latter had already covered some ground. The spokes- 
man said that the Japanese side believed that the tone had been set and that 
joint studies would have to be undertaken. There would be an on-going dialogue 
between the two countries. Experts of the two countries would as a first step 
participate in a symposium on technological co-operation in Tokyo later this 
year. 


The Indian spokesman said that the laying of a 1,700-km gas pipeline and up- 
grading of some steel plants had already figured in the talks between the 
expert teams. 


Speaking at the dinner she hosted in honour of the visiting Prime Minister, 


Mrs Gandhi said that Japan, which had now universally come to be recognized 
as an economic superpower, will also have an increasing role to play in world 
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affairs. She added that in particular Japan was a factor for stability in 
troubled Asia. 


Address To M.P.s 


Earlier, at a 45 minute function in the central hall of Parliament, Mr 
Nakasone, told M.P.s that he had come to India to build a new cooperative 
relationship, "befitting the coming centuries", between Japan and India, 
which he described as the two most powerful democracies in Asia. 


"I have come to forge closer Japan-India relations which will promote the 
development of our two countries, and will contribute to the peace and 
prosperity of Asia and the world", he added, at a 45-minute ceremonial 
function in the central hall of Parliament. 


Mr Nakasone arrived at the packed central hall along with Mrs Gandhi in a 
formal procession, preceded by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha and the Deputy 
chairman of the Rajya Sabha and followed by the secretaries of the two Houses. 
The M.P.s rose in a spontaneous demonstration of affection and respect, as 

Mr Nakasone arrived. 


He spoke in, Japanese, but with simultaneous interpretation into English and 
Hindu available, the M.P.s listened to him intently through their earphones, 
applauding him at several points. 


Communication Gap 


Mr Nakasone said the Japanese people had a deep respect for India's historic 
and current cultural accomplishments. "Yet, unfortunately I cannot say that 
everybody in Japan has a perfect understanding of your impressive political 
and economic progress" In the other direction, there were at times, some 
gaps in the understanding of the Indian people about Japan. 


His present visit, he added, was a first step towards creating a new Japan- 
India relationship. 


Mr Nakasone said that although the two countries differed in their foreign 
policies--"although Japan aligns itself with the so-called free world and 
India with the non-aligned movement'"--there was great potential for the two 
countries in maintaining peace and promoting disarmament. 


Speaking about promoting bilateral economic and industrial co-operation between 
India and Japan, he said there already was increasing industrial collaboration 
in a number of fields. Also, the economic liberalization measures being 
undertaken by the Government of India had been welcomed by the Japanese Govern- 
ment and industry alike. He hope you will continue to move in this direc- 
tion". 


A Japanese investment survey mission had visited India last autumn. As a 

result, several industrial collaboration projects had come about". I should 
like to send another economic mission to private sector businessmen to India 
to build upon this momentum”. 
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Foreign Policy 


Mr Nakasone said that during his present visit to India, he hoped to embark 
upon a new direction in Japan's foreign policy, to further strengthen his 
country's dialogue and cooperation with the countries of the non-aligned 
movement. Discussions with your Government are very important in this sense, 
and this is certainly one of the main purposes of my visit", he added. 


He described the non-aligned movement as ‘a force which constitutes nearly 
two-thirds of the U.N. membership’, and India, as "an influential leader in 
the non-aligned movement". 


There were loud and prolonged cheers as the Japanese Prime Minister ended his 
speech with the slogan "Bharat Japan Maitr. ki Jai". 


Just before he left the dais, after making his speech, he made a deep bow to 
the gathered members, which clearly enchanted them. Before he began his 
speech, he had turned towards Mrs Gandhi sitting next to him and bowed to 
her. 


The initial speech at the function was by the Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr Bairam 
Jakhar, who welcomed Mr Nakasone as the leader of ‘a great nation whose 
friendship we value’. 


Mr Nakasone's special aircraft touched down at Palam on a warm, windy morning 
with flag-waving Indian and Japanese children lined up along the red carpet 
leading from the ramp to the ceremonial platform. Mrs Gandhi and her col- 
leagues were at hand to recieve the visiting Prime Minister and his wife and 
the Foreign Minister, Mr Shintaro Abe. A military band played the national 
anthems of the two countries as Mr Nakasone, in a white suit, mounted the 
decorated platform. lie later inspected an inter-services guard of honour. 


Mrs Gandhi conducted him to the main terminal building where the members of 
the diplomatic corps, Union Ministers and senior civil and military officials 
were introduced to him. Mrs Candhi accompanied him on the drive to 
Rashtrapati Bhavan where Mr Nakasone and his wife will be staying. 

HINDU Analyst's Report 


Madras THE HINDU in English 5 May 84 p l 


{Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text] At a two-hour meeting this afternoon, the 
. a NEW DELHI. May 4. two heads of government assisted by their 
The Prime Ministers of India and Japan, Foreign Ministers, Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi and Mr. Yasuhiro M. and Mr. Shintaro Abe. and the two Secretaries. 
Nakasone, made a tour d'horizon of the global Mr. K. Natwar Singh and Mr. Hiroshi Hoshimoto, 
scene today, sharing concern over the dangers covered a wide range of subjects. from non- 
of a nuclear catastrophe and stressing the alignment and disarmament, to North-South 
need for peaceful coexistence, before talking dialogue and bilateral economic cooperation. 
~ the many Opportunities open for increased Sirnuttaneousty, the senior officials of the 
ndo- Japanese cooperation. two governments. headed by the Principal 
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Secretary to the Prime Minister, Dr. P. C. 
Alexander, and the Deputy Chief Cabinet 
Secretary of Japan, Mr. Toyohiko Muzuhira, 
met separatety for more detailed discussions 
On various areas of bilateral cooperation, includ- 
ing some specific projects for Japanese partici- 
pation. 

The Indian side included Secretaries of Ex- 
ternal Affairs, Finance, Heavy Industry, Steel, 
Commerce, Petrcieum, lectronics and 
Agriculture, besides the Indian Ambassador 
to Japan, while the Japanese side included 
the Directors-Generai of Economic Cooperation, 
International Finance and international Trade 
Bureau and other senior officials from the 
Planning Agency and the Departments of Fi 
sheries and Agriculture. 


No specific aid package 


The talks at these two levels also dealt 
with Japan's contribution to IDA-7, its role 
in the Asian Development Bank in enabling 
India to secure a greater share of assistance, 
the pr for increased trade, and more 
en credits for India’s industrial development. 
f became quite clear from the tone and tenor 
of these talks that the Japanese Prime Minister 
had not brought any aid package as such, 
but came well prepared to articulate his ideas 
at some length on how best to broaden the 
base of indo-Japanese economic cooperation. 

But the degree of interest Mr. Nakasone 
and his advisers evinced in establishing closer 
linka with India indicated quite clearly that 
Japan was ready to ofter concessional yen 
credits, in one form or the other, to the tune 
of at least one billion dollars if the two govern- 
ments could work out mutually agreeable pro- 
cedures for increased Japanese private capital 
Participation in the country’s _ industrial 
development. The Japanese budgetary pro- 
cedures for offering direct bilateral aid and 
Coes some of the assistance through 
multilateral institutions were explained to the 
Indian side at length to dispel the impression 
that Japan was not too keen on making substan- 
tial investments in this country because of 
too many restrictions. 

The Indian delegation pressed for a com- 
prehensive agreement on scientific and 
technological cooperation, but the cautious 
Japanese officials suggested a symposium 
in Tokyo later this year to enable the countries’ 
top scientists to identify the special fields 
for it. India was somewhat puzzled as to 
why Japan was not responding more readily 
to its proposal for such an agreement, although 
a draft was sent long ago for its consideration. 


North-South talks 


But Mr. Nakasone was much more forthright 
in favouring the idea of an immediate North- 
South dialogue, v-hile vous the need for 
a parallel effort by the Third World countries 
for increased South-South cooperation. He 
promised to press at the forthcoming London 
summit in June, as he did at Williamsburg 
last year, for a more positive response by 
the industrialised countries of the West to 
the aspirations of the poorer nations. 


103 





At the rhetorical level, the Japanese Prime 
Minister spoke eloquently of his country’s 
desire for what he called a new cooperative 
relationship with India. He touched on this 
during his brief statement at the airport on 
his arrival in Delhi, the address to members 
of Parliament and the speech at the banquet 
given by Mrs. Gandhi in his honour tonight. 
He said India and Japan, as the two most 
important democracies in Asia, should work 
together for the peace and prosperity not 
only of this vast continent but also the entire 
world, which would provide a new momentum 
to their own relations 

Mr. Nakasone spoke in measured tones, 
choosing his words carefully, and saying exactly 
what he wanted to say with great precision, 
except when he chose to biur an issue. The 
Japanese as a rule are a rather taciturn people 
not. given to sentimental flourishes even in 
private conversations. The text and summary 
of what they say or have to say on any 
important issue are just the same, which means 
there is no place at all for any superfluous 
expressions in the presentation of their views 
On important subjects. 

Almost ev word he spoke was noted 
with care by . Gandhi and her advisers 
to get an idea of how far Japan was prepered 
to to go in establishing this new relationship 
with India, consistent with its geopolitical 
commitments and national interests. After 
today's discussions, the Indian side seemed 
reasonably reassured that Mr. Nakasone wae 

ite earnest in his desire for giving a wider 

imension to Japanese foreign policy to open 
the way for better political understanding and 
increased economic cooperation with India 
in larger interests of peace and stability 
in Asia. 

The talks took piace in a friendty 
and relaxed atmosph~e and Mrs. i too 
exuded warmth and charm, gg Ry Me 
tone for these discussions. it was in thi 
context that Mr. Nakasone told her that he 
had come to have a frank and cordial exchange 
of views with her and open up a new era 
in Indo-Japanese relations. 


PM briefed on Zia's talks 


Mr. Nakasone utilised the ity to 
tell Mrs. Gandhi what General Fe ct Hog. told 
him in tslamabad about Afghanistan and other 
A ay problems, h he did not discuss 
Indo-Pakistani relations with him. Mrs. Gandhi, 
in turn, told him of her own concerns so 
that he could convey her thinking to the U.S. 
Vice-President, Mr. George Bush, when he 
meets him in Tokyo before his arrival in Delhi. 

The two Foreign Ministers will carry forward 
the political discussions tomorrow, while the 
senior officials will meet in groups to discuss 
economic issues. The two Prime Ministers 
will have an opportunity to continue their 
private enchanges tomorrow, before they meet 
again at the lunch given by the President, 


‘in honour of Mr. Nakasone and his wife. 


The Japanese Prime Minister has extended 
an invitation to Mrs. Gandhi to visit his country 
at her convenience, but it is highly unlikely 
that she will be able to make the trip this 
year, at any rate before the elections. 

















Press Conference on Departure 
Madras THE HINDU in English 6 May 84 p l 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text] NEW DELHI, May 5. 
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The Japanese Prime Minister, Mr. Yasuhiro 
Nakasone, said he would be returning to Tokyo 
tomorrow immensely satisfied with the new coupera- 
tive relationship he had established with India during 
this visit. 

Addressing a well attended press conference here 
today, he stressed that his talks with Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi and her colleagues had helped create a» 
better understanding between India and Japan on 
fundamental issues like disarmament, peace, coex- 
istence and cooperation although the two countries 
continued to differ in their approaches to security 
problems and superpower attitudes because of their 
divergent qeopolitical comouisions. 


The new India that he had discovered during 
this brief visit had greatly impressed him, Mr. Nakasone 
said, referring to the considerable progress the country 
had made in the agricultural and industrial spheres 
as well as scientific and technological fields through 
successive five-year plans. 

An even more significant achievement in his view 
was the country’s success in overcoming religious, 
regional and linguistic hurdles to become the largest 
democr in the world, a truly libertarian society 
committed deeply to the principles of equality, fratern- 
ity and justice. 

The Japanese Prime Minister described Mrs. Gandhi 
as a dedicated leader, an internationally respected 
personality championing the cause of her people 
and crusading for a more equitable North-South 
dispensation. In lighter vein, he said if she were 
to contest the elections in his country, Mrs. Gandhi 
would certainly be able to mobilise the support 
of women voters and become the Prime Minister. 

The Indian desire to see Japan acting as a bridge 
between the affluent industrial societies of the West 
and the impoverished Third World countries fitted 
in well with Japan's own aspiration to combine 
its role as an economic superpower with matching 
international responsibilities in the promotion of better 
understanding, preservation of peace and closer 
economic cooperation. He felt a good beginning 
could be made by India and Japan working together 
in pursuit of their shared values and mutual interests, 
irrespective of their differing approaches to security 
problems. 

As an Asian country, Japan was prepared to 
associate itself more closely not only with the non- 
aligned countries but also regional groups like the 
seven South Asian countries in their economic 
cooperation programme, just as it did in the case 
of five South-East Asian nations. The Japanese 
Strategy for peace and security in Asia was based 
on mutual prosperity which would benefit all in 
an environment of complete equality, 
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The main purpose of his visit to Delhi, Mr. Nakasone 
said, was to have a serious discussion with India, 
a leading non-aligned and developing country. before 
Japan determined its own policy of cooperation 
with the Third World. His efforts to open up a 
new era of cooperation with India reflected the 
deeper urge of Japan for closer links with the 
developing countries, without confining its economic 
relationship to the industrialised States. 

lt was in this context that he indicated Japan's 
readiness to step up yen credits to India, saying. 
that the next instalment would be larger than what 
was given last year. besides offering grant in aid 
for educational, medical, scientific, cultural and social 
purposes. It was indicated that Japan would be 
happy to discuss specific proposals for utilising 

en credits for some of the projects suggested 

y India, like the proposed gas pipeline, modernisation 
of steel plants. fertilizer production and establishment 
of an electronic industry, either through bilateral 
or multilateral arrangements, despite the fact that 
Japan had hitherto preferred to earmark such credits 
for development of infrastructure rather than for 
industrial enterprises. 


The Foreign Ministers of India and Japan, Mr. 
P. V. Narasimha Rao and Mr. Shintaro Abe, assisted 
by senior officials on either side, today discussed 
for nearly three hours the possible areas and forms 
for this increased cooperation, while continuing 
yesterday's exchanges qn North-South issues. The 
Japanese delegation promised to adopt a more 
helpful attitude towards India's request for a two- 
billion dollar loan from the Asian Development Bank. 
increased contribution to IDA-7 and more yen credits 
to be channelled through the Aid India Consortium. , 


The discussions on foreign policy problems were 
limited to an exposition of the relative relationship 
of India and Japan with the Soviet Union and the 
U.S., their respective attitudes towards China and 
other issues like the Gulf war, Kampuchea and 
Afghanistan. Each side restated its known positions. 
The President of Pakistan, General Zia-ul-Haq, had 
sent word through Mr. Nakasone that he was prepared 
to meet Mrs. Gandhi any time, anywhere, to settle 
Indo-Pak problems. The Indian side explained all 
that had been done to improve relations, while 
stressing that the root cause of present tensions 
was the acquisition of sophisticated arms by Pakistan. 

In between these official discussions, Mr. Nakasone 
managed to find time to talk to Mrs. Gandhi about 
the origins of Hinduism and Buddhism, how, together 
with Egypt and Babylon, India was able to develop 
an ancient civilisation and extend its benefits to 
China and Japan. He was deeply touched in more 
immediate terms by Mrs. Gandhi's offer to send 
@ baby elephant to replace the one gifted earlier 
that died in Tokyo Zoo last year. leading to near 
national mourning in Japan. 














INDIA 


PURPOSE OF CPI-M LEADER'S PRC VISIT ASSESSED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 12 May 84 ppl, 9 


[Text] Mr. Jyoti Basu's current visit to China and his talks with the Polit- 
buro and Central Committee members of the Communist Party of China, will help 
bring about closer fraternal ties and understanding between the CPI(M) and 
the CPC, according to some CPI(M) leaders. The talks may also reveal the 
degree of divergence of views between the two parties on world issues. 


The visit, coming almost after three decades of his first trip to China in 
1955, is considered significant for another reason. ''To what extent and how 
seriously the CPC will accept our pleadings for unity in the international 
Communist movement and work for it will be keenly watched in the coming years. 
Mr Basu will certainly urge the CPC leadership to forge such unity. This is in 
line with our party's political resolution accepted at the Vijayawada congress", 
said a senior CPI(M) leader. 


Mr Basu's two-week visit has a ‘demonstrative value" for a sizable section 
within the CPI(M). This section, latently sympathetic to the CPC, has been 
unhappy that the party's central leadership in recent months (specially since 
Promode Dasgupta's death) has been giving a pro-Soviet tilt to its policies 
and programmes. This section finds a degree of parallelism in the policy and 
approach of the CPI(M) and the Communist Party of Soviet Union on many issues, 
giving a gradual go-by to the party's independent political line. "There is a 
trend of late to blind-by follow the Russian line with regard to developments 
in Indo-China", said a prominent CPI(M) leader. To the CPC sympathizers 

in the party, this is a disquieting development, though the CPSU has accorded 
official recognition to the CPI and not to the CPI(M). Correcting this inm- 
balance in the party's line is being quietly demanded by this section in the 
party. 


This section is displeased that the party's central leadership has not taken 
any follow-up action to Promode Dasgupta's "almost single-handed efforts" to 
re-establish party-to-party ties between the CPI(M) and the CPC late in 1982. 


One of the main objectives of Mr Basu's visit is to get the view of the 
Chinese leaders on the impact of President Reagan's recent visit to China, 
growing sino-US cooperation in the spheres of defence, science and technology 
industry and nuclear energy. The CPI(M) leadership has been somewaht puzzled 
by the recent pronouncements of the Chinese leaders who have welcomed 
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American multinational monopoly houses to invest in China. Mr Basu will try 
to understand the compulsions of the Chinese party leadership in opening up 
the vast Chinese market to private American enterprise and assess the reasons 
behind such Chinese Commitment to the Americans that they would earn reason- 
able profit at minimum risk in China. Mr Basu will also ascertain the out- 
come of the continuing dialogue between the Russians and the Chinese to im- 
prove their relations. 


Mr Basu will try to determine the present Chinese stand on Afghanistan, 
kampuchea, mulitarization of Japan and Pakistan, which is diametrically 
opposite to the CPI(M)'s view. The CPI(M) in its political resolution at 
the Fisayawada Congress while criticizing the distortions and aberrations 
in the CFC's policy and approach on these issues had hoped that they would 
soon end and China would take its place in the fight against imperialism. 


CSO: 4600/1888 
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INDIA 


PENTAGON OPPOSES U.S. MILITARY SALES TO INDIA 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 12 May 84 pp 1, 5 
[Article by Warren Unna] 


[Text] WASHINGTON, May 11.--U.S. businessmen concerned with the sale of 
military goods and services suddenly have discovered India and are very 
anxious to make agreements. 


The U.S. Department of Commerce is encouraging them. Last week, it organized 
an unpublicized all-day conference here in which some 70 members of the Aero- 
space Industries Association, representing 40 U.S. private sector corporations, 
heard how India now has a conducive climate for doing busines, and how 

those pioneering U.S. firms who already had ventured are extremely satis- 

fied. 

"All of them were sort of panting after the Indian business," one of the in- 
dustrial participants reported. ‘The industry took the initiative for the 
meeting through our commercial office in the American Embassy in New Delhi," 
said Sam Bevins, an official with the U.S. Department of Commerce's Aero- 
space Division. And he cited Northrop Aviation and Bendix as two of the 
leaders. 


But while the U.S. Department of Commerce, whose function is to promote Amer- 
ican business, was all eager, the U.S. Department of State straddled with 
diplomatic correctness: and the U.S. Department of Defence continued to voice 
misgivings about approving export licences for sensitive American technology. 
This is the traditional Pentagon argument that, earlier in the Reagan Admin- 
istration, pushed the President into a futile attempt to block a European 
Common Market agreement with the Soviets to pipe natural gas fuel from Siberia 
to western Europe. 





"The Defence Department is the problem," one Indian official explained. "India 
wants to diversify its procurement, providing the prices are right. But the 
problem has been the U.S. military regulations restricting continuing supplies 
and spare parts; the uncertainty about transfer of technology; as well as 

joint collaboration understandings. The whole world knows we want planes. 

But how can we consider U.S. planes if there is no clearance from here even 

to discuss? The problem is right here, and it has to be sorted out right be- 
fore anything else happens." 
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It is well known that Northrop has been anxious to sell India its F-20 fighter 
aircraft. Bendix still is trying to sell its anti-submarine warfare system 
for Indian helicopters. Last month although never announced, V. S. 
Arunachalam, science adviser to India's Ministry of Defence, came here to 

look into the possibility of obtaining U.S. computers to assist Indian re- 
search and development. 


But so far, the U.S. Pentagon, which has the overriding say in advising the 
U.S. Department of State on the granting of export licences is bent backwards 
with caution. 


At last week's all-day conference, an official with Ford Aerospace told his 
industrial colleagues how his company had helved india build one of the 
world's most sophisticated satellites--on Indian soil. He is said to have 
remarked that nobody raised an eyebrow about India's lack of dependability 
with such exotic technology--yet the U.S. Pentagon continues to block U.S. 
export licences involving much less sophisticated technology. 


The Pentagon representative at the meeting intimated that there are "risks" 
in doing business with India. But he added that U.S. corporations were free 
to come personally to the Pentagon where their export licence requests would 
be considered on a 'case-by-case" basis. 


The State Department representative, adhering to written presentations 

before Congress, expressed the U.S.'s willingness “to assist Indian to meet 
its security requirements''--again on a ‘case-by-case’ basis. And this time, 
the State Department dropped the modifying word ‘legitimate’ which heretofore 
was interposed before ‘security requirements.'' Perhaps somebody suggested 

it might be interpreted as patronizing. 


But, despite the position of the Defence and State Departments, the U.S. Com- 
merce Department encouraged those attending last week's meeting by noting the 
progress in India's economy, citing India's large Defence budget, and em- 
phasizing that reduced redtape now permits a contract to be [word indistinct] 
for any immediate follow-up. The years [as published] 


Those attending the meeting said it was not the type of forum for any immed- 
iate follow-up. The hope is that American businessmen now will put more pres- 
sure on the Pentagon to permit doing business with India. Also, last week's 
conference is regarded as a possible ground-breaker for future conferences 
earmarked at improving U.S. business with individual countries. 


CSO: 4600/1888 
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INDIA 


SIKKIM GOVERNOR DISMISSES CONGRESS ,GOVERNMENT, APPOINTS NEW MINISTRY 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 12 May 84 p 1 


[Text] GANGTOK, May 11.--The Governor of Sikkim today dismissed the Congress 
(I) Government of Mr Nar Bahadur Bhandari and brought in a new four-member 
Ministry, headed by Mr B. B. Gurung, a Cabinet colleague of Mr Bhandari, 
reports UNI. 


Mr Bhandari was dismissed after he refused to resign on his own, the Governor, 
Mr Homi J. H. Tal yarkhan, said. 


The Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Mr P. Venkatasubbalah, was 
present when Mr Gurung, Finance Minister in the ousted Cabinet, and the three 
others were sworn in at Raj Bhavan, Kazi Lhendup Dorji, first Chief Minister 
of Sikkim, was also present. 


According to observers here, what forced the Centre to take the drastic action 
despite the Assembly elections being only four months away, was the "distrub- 
ing" statements made by Mr Bhandari at the convention of the party in Jorethang 
early last month. 


During a marathon six-hour speech, Mr Bhandari was reported to have made it 
clear that unless the demands for citizenship for 30,000 Stateless people and 
reservation of at least 12 seats for the Nepalase were conceded, the Congress 
(I) would boycott the coming Assembly elections. 


Mr Bhandari, who described the Governor's action in dismissing him as "uncon- 
stitutional" and "unprecedented in the annuals of constitutional democracy’, 
said that it did not come as a surprise to him. "I was asked to compromise 
my principles, but I refused", he added. 


Mr Bhandari will call a meeting of all his supporters soon to decide his future 
course of action. He said in a statement that a "great constitutional issue 

has arisen through this action of the Governor. I leave it to the people of 
the country to judge it”. 


The dismissal of Mr Bhandari's Ministry came at about 11 a.m. today. Sources 
close to him said that last night, Mr Venkatasubbalah and the Covernor asked 
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him either to give up his demand on reservation of seats for Nepalese in the 
Assembly and grant of citizenship to Stateless people or else resign. 


This was repeated again this morning. When Mr hBandari stuck to his position, 
the dismissal order, which does not asign any reason, was served on hin. 


Gurung's Pledge 


Mr Gurung, the new Chief Minister, appealed to the people to remain united 
and promised that his Government would do its best to fulfill the hopes and 
aspirations of the people of Sikkim. Addressing a Press conference shortly 
after taking over, he said he would visit Delhi soon and seek funds for ac- 
celerating the development programmes in the State. 


Mr Gurung had been Speaker of the Assembly in the first Ministry of Kof Khazi 
Lhendup Dorji. In 1978, he was elected on a Sikkim Congress (Revolutionary) 
ticket, He joined the Congress (I) subsequently and was given the Finance 
portfolio. 


Apart from Mr Gurung, Mr Athup Lepcha is the only other member of the dismised 
Ministry in the new Cabinet. 


The other new Ninisters are Mr Sonam Tsering and Mr Pradip Yohzen. 


CSO: 4600/1888 
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CORRESPONDENT REPORTS DEVELOPMENTS IN KASHNIR 


Madras THE HINDU in English 9 May 84 p 8 


[Text ] 
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INDIA 


CENTER TO SET UP INLAND WATERWAYS AUTHORITY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 16 May 84 p 5 


[Text] The Centre proposes to set up shortly an Inland Waterways Authority of 
India for the development, maintenance and management of national waterways, 
UNI quotes official sources. 


The proposed body will have a well-equipped river study department for conduct- 
ing and coordinating necessary research and studies in the field of water 
transport. 


Sources maintain that the restoration of inland water transport (IWT) to its 
rightful place among the various modes of transport is one of the important 
matters which are engaging the attention of the Government. 


Through its nine Centrally-sponsored schemes, the Government is ensuring its 
participation in the areas where potential for such mode of transport exists. 


Meanwhile, the Centre has assumed responsibility for the development of the 
first national waterway between Haldia and Allahabad. 


A scheme for setting infrastructural facilities at Haldia, Berhampur, Nabadwip 
and Triveni in the reach of Haldia-Farraka has been sanctioned at a cost of 
Rs 1.89 crore. 


A technical report on the construction of terminals at Calcutta and Haldia is 
already under examination of the shipping ministry. 


A feasibility study of the river Narmada is proposed to be taken up and traf- 
fic potential on the river Brahmaputra is being studied, sources say. 


The Government has also formulated a pilot project on the Patna-Allahabad 
stretch of the Ganga for introduction of inland water transport services in 
the areas. 


Experimental in nature, the project seeks to identify further measures to be 
taken in this stretch for introduction of regular river services. The project 
includes procurement of crafts and dredgers, taking up dredging and river train- 
ing operation as part of the study, installation of floating terminals, introduc- 
tion of river services to carry cargo on an experimental basis and to facilitate 
further studies. 
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OIL EXPERTS DELEGATION RETURNS FROM USSR 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 May 84 p 5 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Dense crude available in northern Gujarat and 
Ankleshwar, which is difficult to be extracted 
through conventional methods, will be tapped 
by applying the Soviet method of thermal recov- 
ery process, reports UNI. 

A six-member delegation of oi] experts, 
headed by Mr A K Mandala after studying the 
Soviet method in Baku for nearly two months 
returned to Delhi a few days back. 


Mr M K Seid-rza director of the Baku Insti- 
tute of Petroleum research, told UNI at Baku 
that this burning method to extract dense oil 
was mainly developed in Azerbaijan. The 


ONGC experts not only studied the Soviet 


method but also visited a number of oil fields, in 
and around Baku. 

In this method, heat is generated by burning 
the oil inside the well. Sufficient air is also 
pumped in so that the heat can be spread to re- 
duce the viscose forces. The heat, generated in- 
side the well, displaces the oil. 


In Gujarat, oi] had been exploited for more 
than 24 years. Now in the northern Gujarat and 
in some wells in Ankleshwar, the oil could not 
be extracted as it has become dense mixed with 
sand. ; 

Mr Seid-rza said the ONGC experts who 
were in Baku felt that good results could be 
achieved in Gujarat by using the burning meth- 
od to recover oil. He said some of the oi] wells 
which were in use for more than 100 years in 
Baku were still yielding oil because of the burn- 
ing method. 

In Ankleshwar, the drillling is quite deep. If 
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the boring method is adopted, the output could 
be enlarged, Mr Seid-rza added. 

Mr Seid-rza said the Baku institute had sub- 
mitted ea detailed report on oj! in prospects Kalo} 
in West Gujarat to the Indian Government. He 
said he had received an informatien that the re- 
port has been accepted. 
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INDIAN FISHERMEN REPORTED HELD IN SRI LANKA JAILS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 14 May 84 p 9 


[Text] COLOMBO, May 13. In the name of intercepting Tamil terrorists smug- 
gling arms and ammunition across the Palk Straits, the Sri Lanka Navy has been 
catching hold of Indians fishing well inside the Indian waters (in one case 
near Rameswaram) and detaining them in Jaffna according to information available 
here. 


The naval authorities are not sure of establishing that the fishermen were in 
Sri Lanka waters and are therefore not filing charges in the courts of law. 
In the results, Indian fishermen are languishing in remand for months. The 
Indian High Commissioner is worried over this development and is trying to 
get the fishermen released quickly. 


The High Court of Jaffna gave this correspondent a number of names of fishermen 
so remanded. They are Karauppiah Ramu, P. Muthiah, George Thurai, M. Muthu- 
kani, K. Govindaraj and P. Ganesan, all of Ramanathapuram district of Tamil 
Nadu. All of them have stated that they were fishing in the Indian waters on 
the western side of Kachatheevu at the time of their capture. 


These people have been remanded to custody but cases are not filed promptly 
for the courts to take decisions. They have been in remand for months leaving 
their families in India without a livelihood. An Indian High Commission 
source said the Government of Sri Lanka has been pressed to expedite the cases 
and cautioned against such harassment of Indian nationals. Subsequently, the 
dates of the cases have been advanced in some cases. 
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REPUBLICAN PARTY SAID PREPARING TO ‘TILT’ TO MOSCOW 
GF050548 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 4 Jun 84 


[Text] The so-called Islamic Republican Party is attempting to resume close 
ties with the Soviet Union and in this respect, a delegation headed by the 
undersecretary of the Foreign Ministry of the regime has left Tehran for Moscow. 


It is being said in Tehran that the delegation will discuss the arms relation- 
ship between Iraq and the Soviet Union and that it will ask the Kremlin 
authorities to reevaluate their military aid to Iraq. 


The so-called Islamic Republic regime which dissolved the Tudeh Party--a party 
dependent on Moscow--and arrested and imprisoned its leaders and which con- 
siders the slogan of "Death to the Soviet Union" a legitimate part of its govern- 
ment shows, in another tilt towards Moscow, is using the lives of Nureddin 
Kianuri, Ehsan Tabari, and other arrested leaders of the communist Tudeh Party 

as bait for blackmailing the USSR. Kianuri, Tabari, and their comrades con- 
fessed to spying for the Soviet Union on the government-run television station. 


The 180-degree turn in the foreign policy of the so-called Islamic Republic 
regime and its tilt towards the East attests to the victory of the leftist 
mullahs of this regime. It is being said that a number of influential mullahs 
of the Khomeyni regime were given communist training in bases in Ashkhabad, 
Dushanbe, and Baku. This group of "red" mullahs are currently filling sensi- 
tive positions in the Khomeyni regime and the continuation of the Iran-Iraq 
war has given them the opportunity to again return the KHomeyni regime under 
the umbrella of Soviet protection. 


The communist mullahs of the Khomeyni regime have managed to halt the 
activities of Afghan political refugees in Iran for the past couple of years. 
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TEHRAN PAPER: ‘NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO PICK UP GAUNTLET' 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 31 May 84 p 2 
[Editorial: "Iran's Determination to Fight, No Bluff"] 


[Text] War is sometimes a necessary evil, seldom is it inevitable but when 
the call comes to fight true Moslems are not those who will cowardly flee 
the arena of battle. As Moslems the people of Iran have no fear of fighting 
in a good cause, they have all to gain and nothing to lose. For our Moslem 
combatants martyrdom is for the trarsformation of the present life of the 
world and the promise of paradise in a life to come. 


When we looked at the latest issue of the U.S. published Time magazine of 
May 28, 1984, we were drawn to read two features--one on the D-Day of World 
War II, the anniversary of which is set to commemorate the momentous June 6, 
1944 allied landings on the beaches to Normandy, turning the tide of that 
poignant and colossal war and the other dealing with the contemporary crisis 
in the Persian Gulf, one which carries the ominous rumblings of another 
Armageddon, if things go far too wrong and the center does not hold. 


The ‘Time’ writer introducing the D-Day feature sees the event in Christian 
terms as a crusade, perhaps in a certain sense an apt description because 
although not a battle for Christianity as we conceive it, it was a battle of 
a lesser evil against a greater. But on the Persian Gulf crisis (Threaten- 
ing the Lifeline) 'Time' translates the crisis of one affecting the interests 
of the Western world and not much more. On the one hand it makes out that 
the Western powers and the Arabs put together can weather the storm churned 
up by what is now often spoken of as Iranian threats to the vital oil flow 
and then contradictingly the article says world prices of oil could increase 
by 20 percent and affect Japan for 58 percent, Italy for 40 percent and 
France for 35 percent, of their oil imports. So the crisis is very real, 
however hard the Western world may try to play it down. 


The Islamic Republic of Iran does not desire war, does not desire to see 
chaos reign in the world and less does it desire to see Moslem brothers 


suffer through threats to the Persian Gulf oil lines. The Moslems of Iran 
see the present crisis in terms of their own Jehad (Holy War) for Islam. 
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FVOI COMMENTS ON MUSAVIL'S MESSAGE 
GF111849 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 11 Jun 84 


[Excerpts] Our economic analyst writes: The worthless prime minister of 
Khomeyni has either never heard or read about our agriculture of 5 years ago 
to realize that the minimum output of the farmers in the course of the former 
Iranian regime was many times that of the era of the mullah's dictatorship, 

or he is so ignorant that though he has read and learned about the Iranian 
agriculture 5 years ago, he talks about the self-sufficiency of Iranian 
agriculture during the dictatorship of mullahs, the greenness of the villages, 
and the neutralization of the plot of the oppression against the revolution 
of mullahs probably to deceive a group of Iranian people. 


Our analyst adds: What has the Reconstruction Crusade done except reveal the 
identity of the honorable Iranian villagers, farmers, and livestock owners 

who oppose the illegal regime of Khomeyni and the arrangement of their fines? 
What has this organization done but to deceive the children of villagers 

to send them to the fronts? The worthless prime minister of Khomeyni's 
regime, Hoseyn Musavi, just like all the other mullahs and mini-mullahs of the 
regime, is an idiot for assuming that the Iranian people are uninformed and 
foolish. 


Was the price of Iranian rice 90 tumans a kilo in the past? Had the price of 
potatoes ever reached 18 tumans a kilo? Were the Iranian villages greener in 
the past or now when in Tehran alone there are 5 million villagers who have 
left their villages and have come to the capital. What has the Reconstruction 
Crusade constructed that now the mullahs and their worthless prime minister are 
boasting about its activities? 


Khomeyni's prime minister and that murderer Mullah Musavi-Ardabili, who utter 
such worthless remarks, should produce the statistics on agriculture produc- 
tion during their reign and prove that they have done better. A mouthful 

of words uttered by mullahs, such as the "dictatorial monarchy," "plots of 
international oppression," and "sacrificers of the Reconstruction Crusade," 
cannot make farms out of abandoned land in abandoned villages, nor will it bring 
the price of potatoes down to 1.5 tumans a kilo as it was during the life of 

the late shah! It is very true that Khomeyni and his mullahs are thick- 

skinned liars and that their prime minister has less nerve than a potato. 
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TRAN 


FVOI REPORTS ON AYATOLLAH TABATABA'I'S WAR VLEWS 
GF110530 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 10 Jun 84 


[Text] Reverend Ayatollah Tabataba'i-Qomi has condemned the war between the 
two Muslim countries of Iran and Iraq. You will now hear the report of our 
correspondent: 


[Begin unidentified correspondent's recording] For the first time two corres- 
pondents of the Persian television unit of the national movement who broadcast 
their programs in California, last week telephoned Ayatollah Haj Agha Hasan 
Tabataba'i-Qomi in Mashhad in order to find out his views on the problems in 
the country, especially the war with Iraq. Ayatollah Qomi said: I consider 
this war illegal according to Islam. In this illegal war two Muslim countries 
kill each other's people. This is absolutely prohibited in Islam. 


Then he expressed his views on the essence and quality of this usurper regime 
called the Islamic Republic and said everything that is being done in this 
regime is against Islam, against the country, and against religion. All the 
activities of the regime, from the slaughter and confiscation of property to 
the line of their thinking, is all wrong. All their performances in the name 
of Islam are against Islam and against religion. This war is also one of them. 


After all, what is the result of these ideas and these actions? Despite fighting 
heretics, our Prophet also made peace with heretics. These people neither follow 
the instruction of the Prophet nor the Koran, nor the orders of the God 
Almighty. They have created an Islam of their own. The Islam of these people 

is neither the Islam of God, nor the Islam of the Koran, nor the Islam of the 
prophet. They brought it themselves and then they say, this is Islam. 


With regard to the propaganda which the usurper Islamic Republic carried out, 
he said: The propaganda which they do about the government is only in their 
own interest. After all, they are working in the interest of America and 
Israel and then say "death to them."" This war is 100 percent in the interest 
of the United States and Israel. Their arms are being sold, their strength 
thus grows while the two countries involved get weaker. All the money earned 
by the Islamic countries is being spent on buying arms. All these things are 
in the interest of the United States and Israel. Then they say "death to 
America, death to Israel." 














Then the correspondents asked Ayatollah Qomi whether Khomeyni mercenaries 
have created any difficulty or problem for him. He said: O friend, they are 
creating all sorts of difficulties for me. Let them. I pay no importance 

to them. My heart aches only for Islam, for religion, for the Shi'ites, for 
these Muslim people and for these young men who go to war and get killed and 
whose lives are wasted. 


Ayatollah Qomi was asked in view of the influence he has in Islam, why doesn't 
he ask the people to protest against the Khomeyni regime and the war. He said: 
There is no use in protesting. To ask the people to rise and start protesting, 
I am not such a person. I an against war, slaughter, and quarrels and these 
differences. But people know for themselves. Whatever they say, nobody listens 
to them. I myself went to Khomeyni, held talks with him, argued with him, but 
to no avail. Now, whether they have this mission given to them by foreign 
countries or whether they are doing all this on their own accord, I cannot say 
anything on this issue. [end correspondent's recording] 
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IRAN 


SPEAKER: 'DEPUTIES ENJOY HIGHEST DEGREE OF FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION" 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 28 May 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


TEHRAN - The deputies of 
the Islamic Consultative 
Assembly, Majlis, enjoy the 
highest degree of the freedom 
of expression and their debates 
are “‘aired directly and live “ 
said the Speaker Hojjatoleslam 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

He was addressing the last 
session of the first Majlis of 
the Islamic Republic at the 
conclusion of its four-year 
term here yesterday, IRNA re- 
ported. 

He said the Iranian Majlis 
was a “unique” legislative body 
in the world in the sense that 
it was the “only such organ 
devoted to making laws in 
accordance with the Islamic 
teachings and decrees.” 

Rafsanjani added that with 
the exception of the Islamic 
Revolution “no other revolu- 
tion had ever risked appoin- 
ting a body of elected repre- 
sentatives of people to the 
tasks of law-making in its first 
year of victory”’ adding that it 
was “the popular base of the 
Islamic Revolution and its re- 
liance on the backing of 
people” that had trusted deci- 
sion—making to an _ elected 
body. 


“Even many political ob- 
servers had opined that the Ira- 
nian experience of establishing 
a legislative body at the very 
dawn of the revolution would 
face defeat or the Majlis itself 
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would undermine the Islamic 
Republic and Revolution. But 
the events in Iran proved all 
their conceptions null and 
void,” Rafsanjani remarked. 
= He also stressed that the 
Majlis ‘“‘had not made any de- 
cision behind closed doors and 
had avoided concealing its de- 
cision makings from the 
nation.” “This absence of sec- 


"recy in Majlis activities has 


convinced the people that 
there is no one among the 
officials who might be attemp- 
ting to deceive them and take 
advantage of the revolution 
they have made,” he said. 


The Speaker later stated 
that the people had now been 
assured, judging from the way 
the Majlis handled affairs, that 
the body was in the service of 
those whose rights to a pros- 
perous life had been denied 
throughout history. 

“It is so”, he went on to 
say, “because the Islamic faith 
is a staunch opponent of 
oppressive well-off classes and 
is dedicated to the cause of 
the oppressed and deprived.” 

Speaking on the hard wor- 
king characteristic of the Majlis, 
Rafsanjani said the body had 
debated over 800 plans and 
bills and the discussions of the 
Majlis over multifarious issues 
made an immense and volumi- 
nous bulk of work that made 
the “Iranian legislative body an 


Outstanding one among world’s 
parliaments” from this point 
of view. 

He added that “owing to 
the popular and modest origins 
of the majority of deputies, 
the latters were aware of the 
sufferings and demands of the 
society in a tangible way and 
were never aloof to social, 
problems.” 

He said although the 
security matters that had been 
well digested by the people in 
the face of counterrevolutiona- 
ries (who made many life 
attempts on the lives of the 
deputies), had somehow limi- 
ted the degree of the deputies 
connection with the people, 
but the “representatives had 
kept themselves in touch with 
the requirements and problems 
of the people in all possible 
ways.” 


“The bulk of the deputies 
consist of the preachers of 
Islam (Ulama), committed 
university professors and 
school teachers and the revolu- 
tionaries who have spent many 
years in jail and exile under 
the regime of the ex-Shah. They 
might have different views on 
this or that issue. But they all 
share one and the same stance 
on the fact that only laws com- 
patible with Islam should be 
made in the legislative body” 
he remarked. 











IRAN 


SAIRI SPOKESMAN COMMENTS ON GULF WAR, OTHER ISSUES 
GF290839 Tehran International Service in Arabic 0700 GMT 29 May 84 


[Text] Hojjat ol-Eslam Muhammad Baqir al-Hakim, the official spokesman of the 
Supreme Assembly of the Islamic Revolution in Iraq [SAIRI] has announced that 
genuine peace in the region will be attained when the Iraqi regime has col- 
lapsed. Addressing a press and television reporters in Ahvaz in the framework 
of elaborating on and explaining the crimes of the ruling regime in Iraq-- 
among which are the martyrdom of Ayatollah Zayd Muhammad Baqir as-Sadr and six 
of the children of late Grand Ayatollah al-Hakim--he said: The mass executions 
of the Iraqi people, against whom injustice is perpetrated, and the imposition 
of economic pressures on the deprived classes by the Saddam regime has in- 
creased despair in this country, particularly among the deprived classes. This 
has also caused further isolation of this regime. A general move is adequate 
to ensure the collapse of the Saddam regime. 


Referring to the defined goals and the priorities of the SAIRI with regard to 
struggle against the Saddam regime, the official spokesman pointed out that 
one of the main and defined goals of the SAIRI is to develop and expand the 
military sections through mobilizing the faithful Iraqi energies. He added: 
In this regard, we have achieved shining success through founding the fighting 
groups. 


Talking about that attempts of the ruling regime in Iraq to draft the super- 
powers into interfering in the Persian Gulf region he said: The regime of 
Saddam, following its repeated fiascos in the imposed war and following the 
resistance demonstrated by the Muslim Iraqi people, is trying to expand the 
war perimeters in order to be able to impose peace on the Islamic Republic of 
Iran through the interference of the superpowers in the Persian Gulf. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Muhammad Baqir al-Hakim regarded the attacks on oil tankers by 
the ruling regime in Iraq as evidence of the Saddam efforts to expand the war. 
He said: Undoubtedly, the capability of the Muslim Iranian people in Iran to 
stand up to these conspiracies and their readiness to confront the superpowers 
will foil the tricks of Saddam, of the international arrogance, and of the re- 
actionary countries in the region. They will lead to politically isolating 
Saddam more than ever before. 
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DETAILS ON SALE, FREE OF CHARGE OIL DELIVERY TO SYRIA 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 24 May 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


TEHRAN (IRNA) -- The Maj- 
lis yesterday approved the bill 
concerning sale and delivery of 
free oil to the Syrian govern- 
ment and also rescheduling of 
debts of the Syrian govern- 
ment to the Islamic Republic 
of Iran resulting from the 
April 4, 1983 agreement. 


Foreign Affairs Ministe: 
Ali Akbar Velayati presented 
the bill to the Majlis Tuesday 
and requested that the depu- 
ties give priority in discussing 
the bill. 

The bill was debated in 
the open session of the Majlis. 
before it was approved yester- 


Velayati who was present 
at the session yesterday said 
that the Syrian government 
like that of the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran, ‘had major disputes 
with the Iraqi regime.” 
“Therefore”, he added. ** we 
have the responsibility to aid 
such a government in its path, 
especially at a time when the 
reactionary governments of the 
region, because of Syria’s refu- 
sal to come to an agreement 
with the Iraqi regime, have cut 
off their aid to Syria.” 

Furthermore, the foreign 
minister told the Majlis deput- 
ies that the Syrian government 
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was the only country in the 
frontline of the campaign aga- 
inst the Zionist regime. Conse- 
quently, he went on, “we 
must support Syria in its stru- 
ggle against the U.S., Israel and 
Iraq, which is the correct path.” 

The minister of Oil, Moh- 
ammad Gharazi also talked 
about the bill, which was 
preceded by the taking of 
votes. 

According to the bill the 
Oil Ministry is allowed to 
sign an agreement with the 
Syrian government for sale of 
five million tons of crude 
oi] with a 2.5 dollars discount 
a barrel from the official price, 
for a period of twelve months. 
Furthermore the bill allows the 
Oil Ministry to deliver one 
million tons of crude free 
of charge, also for a period of 
twelve months. 

On rescheduling of the 
Syrian debts to Iran, resulting 
from the Apri] 4, 1983 agree- 
ment. the bill stated that 493 
million dollars of the debts 
would be paid in installments 
of 20 million dollars beginning 
May 1985. 

The remaining 500 mill- 
ion dollars of the debts would 
be in 12 installments at three 
months intervals, for a period 
of three years, beginning May 
1989. 
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IRAN 


REGIME'S EXECUTIONS ON CHARGES OF DRUG SMUGGLING 
GF151040 (Clandestine) Radio Nejat-e Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 14 Jun 84 


[Text] Some days ago, the Khomeyni regime executed 20 persons on charges of 
drug smuggling. Sixteen of these were members of the Kiani family, all of 
whom are brothers and cousins belonging to the famous Kiani family of 
Nahavand. 


In an exclusive report, the correspondent of Radio Nejat-e Iran adds: These 

16 persons were not involved in drug smuggling, but they were all young, educated 
and well-known figures of Nahavand. According to our correspondent, the facts 
are that the members of the Kiani family had staged large-scale marches against 
the futile Iran-Iraq war after the bombing of Nahavand 2 months ago which killed 
many people. These 16 youths organized a mammoth protest of the unhappy and 
disgruntled Nahavandi residents which was held for 3 days. In these protests, 

a group of the Guards’ Corps tried to disperse the demonstrators by firing in 
the air, but ‘Ali Akbar, Reza and Fereydun Kiani accompanied by a large group 

of Nahavand residents bore down on the guards and disarmed some of them. A few 
days after these demonstrations, the murderers of the Khomeyni regime surrounded 
all the houses of the Kiani family and arrested 16 members of the family and 
finally executed them some days ago on the pretext of drug smuggling. 


The Radio Nejat-e Iran adds in conclusion: This cowardly act of the regime in 
crushing and murdering the national strugglers in the Nahavand city has created 
a very unpleasant reaction and the city of Nahavand is extremely tense and 

explosive these days. 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO DISCUSSES DIFFERENCES AMONG MULLAHS 
GF150900 (Clandestine) Radio Nejat-e Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 14 Jun 84 


[Text] Differences and splinter groups are increasing among the ruling mullahs 
every day. The Radio Nejat-e Iran correspondent who had noted earlier severe 
differences among the regime's elements now reports: On 5 June, the anniversary 
of the mischief and (?clamor) by Ruhollah Khomeyni in Qom, various statements 
were issued against the various cliques of the mullahs which reveal acts of 
destruction by the regime's officiais. 


In most of these clandestine communiques, the coterie of Hashemi~Rafsanjani has 
been virulently criticized. The Radio Nejat-e Iran correspondent said: In one 
of these recent statements, an excerpt of Ayatollah Tehrani's interview with 

the German magazine DER SPIEGEL was published along with its Persian translation. 
In this interview, Sheykh ‘ali Tehrani has revealed, for the first time that the 
explosion at Islamic Republic Party Headquarters and the killing of 80 ruling 
elements was (?conducted) by Hashemi-Rafsanjani and his followers. 


This nightletter revealed that Hashemi-Rafsanjani is involved in a power struggle 
with other elements of the regime and has been disseminating various announce- 
ments against the members of the council of guardians. [as heard] In these 
communiques, the matter of the escape of General Tufanian and the extorting of 

7 million tumans in bribes by Mohammad Montazeri and Hashemi-Rafsanjani which 
later resulted in differences and a shooting attempt on Hashemi-Rafsanjani has 
been mentioned. In another communique which has been distributed in Tehran by 
the party opposing Hashemi-Rafsanjani regarding the 5 June celebrations in 
Tehran, the activities of Hashemi-Rafsanjani and Ahmad Khomeyni to crush their 
opponents is mentioned. 
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IRAN 


IRAN CLANDESTINE COMMENTS ON BALUCHI UNREST 
GF121115 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian 1330 GMT 11 Jun 84 
[Unattributed commentary ] 


[Text] The Sistan va Baluchestan of Iran is undergoing an undeclared 

war. From the first months of the inauspicious blight of Khomeyni, the birth- 
place of Rostan-e Dastan, this legendary hero, has refused to bow to black 
religious dictatorship. This most deprived and remote Iranian province has 
been resisting. Thanks to the kindness and patronage of the free and nationalist 
Iranian fighters, Radio Iran has always been informed of the battles and efforts 
of the patriotic zealous Baluchis. From early 190 [as printed]--when the brave 
Baluchis started their bloody resistance against the establishment of the 

agents of Khomeyni's regime--up to now, the regime of Tehran has been unable to 
establish its so-called revolution committees anywhere but in Zahedan and a 
couple of other cities. The blood-sucking murdering guards have not yet estab- 
lished their posts all over the villages of Sistan and are still stationed in 
gendarmerie posts alongside the gendarmes. 


The first bloody battle between the Iran-loving Baluchis and guards and gendarmes 
took place in the wastelands of Kajak Qal'eh and Chehelpayeh in 1980. This 
battle ended in the death of 32 gendarmes and a number of guards. The regime 

of Tehran only announced the casualties the gendarmes suffered. From that date 
the blood-sucking regime of Khomeyni came to realize that it is facing lion- 
hearted uncompromising men in the birthplace of son of Zaal. As a result it 
sent a number of well-armed battalions of guards, gendarmes and army to the 

area and encircled two brave Khatuni and (Kena') tribes in revenge. The regime 
of Tehran is well aware that these two brave tribes, alongside the other 
Baluchi tribes, will fight to their death against the anti-Iranian mullahs. 

On the eventful night when the circle around these two tribes was tightened, 

the Khatuni and (Kena') tribes—men, women, children and livestock--went 

up into the Golkuh heights and the lower reaches of Kajeh mountain. Many 

of the women and children of the Khatuni continue to live in tents in the 
mountains. The brave men of the tribes in turn take every opportunity to attack 
the guards and mobilization personnel. The dastardly regime of Tehran took 

a number of members of these tribes, who were shop owners Living in Zahedan, 

as hostage a while ago and they are under arrest in Tehran. The agents of the 
regime, who clearly witnessed their own inability to eradicate the brave 

Baluchi fighters in numerous clashes over several months, have resorted to 
propaganda about an antismuggling and antidrug war. They pretend that thousands 
of tons of narcotics that come into Iran are all coming via one route, that 
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being the Ganjikan Pass and the Chehelpayeh Desert. These areas are the 
traditional grounds of the same patriotic Baluchi tribes who have never laid 
down their arms in order to--in the words of one brave Baluch, Mir Mohanna 
Khan Shadbar--destroy these enemies of Iran. 


The story of drug smuggling in Iran is a long and old one and everyone is aware 
that its main route in recent years has been from Afghanistan into Khorasan. 
The presence of 1 million Afghans in Iran and their ties with the well-equipped 
bands of Afghan drug smugglers has made the smuggling market virtually a 
monopoly of the Afghans following the rise to power of the satan of Jamaran. 
There is little doubt that these Afghans have helpers among the Iranian smugglers. 
The names of individuals such as Haji Madegar, Asgharabadi and Mir Qani as 
leaders of the smugglers are well known in Sabzevar, Neyshabur and Qa'‘enat and 
everyone knows that Haji Mandegar and Mir Qani are cronies of Hojjat ol-Eslami 
Tabasi [Khomeyni's representative in Khorasan and official in charge of the 
shrine of Imam Reza], who is known in Khorasan as the "limping mullah." 

Hojjat ol-Eslam Tabasi not only sends all the billions of tumans of income from 
the endowments to the shrine of the eighth imam and income from its property 

to Jamaran but, by participating in the smuggling operations and supporting 
Haji Mandegar and Mir Qani, he also feeds the ravenous and plundering court of 
Jamaran. 


In May of this year the regime of Tehran again suffered an unforgettable blow 

in Sistan's Sefidabeh region at the hands of the braves of Iran's Nimruz, the 
battling Sistan. On 17-18 May, Baluchi fighters in a clever operation ambushed 

a group of guards who had recently been sent to the area to strengthen the desert 
patrols. The quick attack ended in the death of at least 30 guards and the 
wounding of close to 100. The Baluchis are well aware that the murdering mullahs 
have become bloodied, barbaric and vengeful as a result of the repeated and 
effective blows they have suffered in the deserts and mountains of Sistan va 
Baluchestan. 


They want to recover from their losses by sending fresh forces and support units. 
The brave Baluch thus has given no time to breathe to the fresh forces of 
Khomeyni and has harassed them. The regime of Tehran after two days of silence 
announced on 20 May that 19 guards were killed in clashes with "drug smugglers" 
and carried out a large propaganda campaign about the bodies of the guards 

being mutilated! 


The interesting point is that the severe defeat made the regime of Tehran so 
confused that it forgot its own myth of battle against smugglers in Sistan. 

The JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI newspaper of 22 May referred to the Baluchi braves as 

"the new front of the counterrevolution in the guise of smugglers." 


One day after the annihilation of dozens of guards in the deserts of Sistan, 
Colonel Kuchakcadeh, commander of the gendarmerie, said: The smugglers are 
aware of battle and attack tactics. They are armed with automatic weapons, 
grenades and mortars and use guerrilla ambush tactics. Across the entire 
easter border of Iran, which is the sole passage for the entrance of narcotics, 
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gendarmes are operating. Yet it is only in Sistan va Baluchestan and in 

the vicinity of Rig Aljanan, Behgard and Sefidabeh that the guards are in 
charge of battling drug smugglers. The myth of battling drug smuggling has lost 
all its value following this victorious and brave attack of the Baluchis 
against the guards and the regime of Tehran. The regime is aware of this and 
thus has changed the title of the Baluchi braves from "smuggler" to "counter- 
revolutionary." The Tehran regime, which announced the annihilation of 

19 guards on 20 May, executed 25 individuals in Qasr Prison 2 days later 

as smugglers. We know that as of 2 years no execution sentences would be 
carried out without approval from the Supreme Judicial Council. However, there 
was no need for permission from the Supreme Judicial Council to murder these 

25 men. A look at the name of the executed makes us more certain and proud 
about the ceaseless struggle of the sincere Iranian Baluchi tribes. There 
Names are among the executed: Nosratollah Golkuhi, Ja'far Shabdar, 

Bakhsh'ali Khatuni and Mohammad (Kena'). Four Baluchi braves from the 

Golkuhi, Shabdar, Khatuni and (Kena') tribes were taken hostage from their 
shops in Zahedan after the 1981 clashes and were murdered without trial in 
revenge for the brave battle of the Baluchis this May. The mullahs are barking 
up the wrong tree. They do not know that the highest oath of the braves of 
Sistan, the Baluchis, is blood, tribe and Iran. Across all of Sistan, the 
blood is cleansed with blood and an oath on Iran is a reflection of Iran's 
eternity and honor. The Iranian Baluchis are from the seeds of Zal and Rostam 
and the braves of Shahnameh [epic book of poems depicting Iranian heroes. 

They will cleanse dishonor and disgrace with red blood and it is now clear that 
the Rig Aljanan has opened its mouth to bury the mercenaries of Khomeyni in 

its enormous chest as it did the aggressor army of the Macedonian Alexander 
over 2,000 years ago. 
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CLANDESTINE RADIO COMMENTS ON EXECUTION OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 
GF140720 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian 1500 GMT 13 Jun 84 


[Text] We have now received a late report that a group of commissioned and 
noncommissioned officers of the Iranian Navy who had fled to the UAE and Oman 
have now gone to Saudi Arabia. It is reported that they have joined the pilots 
of the Iranian Air Force there. A part of the naval personnel of Iran have 
joined the commercial and military forces in the neutral countries of the 
southern part of the Persian Gulf. 


This was revealed by Captain Hushang Haqiqi. Captain Hushang Haqiqi told our 
correspondent in Rome that following the execution of patriotic personnel of 
the Iranian Navy by the criminal regime in Iran, several committed commissioned 
and noncommissioned officers of the Iranian Navy have fled the Khomeyni hell 
individually and in groups. In addition resignations in the Iranian Navy have 
increased, 


He revealed that the Khomeyni regime is about to transfer control of the 
Iranian Navy to the Guards Corps and this issue has caused great conflict between 
the naval units and the Guards Corps. 


The correspondent of the Free Voice of Iran asked Haqiqi if it was true that the 
Khomeyni regime has continued to arrest officers of the army, navy and air force. 
He answered that the regime has recently arrested 45 of the most experienced 
pilots of the Iranian Air Force. The correspondent said that they knew of these 
arrests and that they have already broadcast the news for the benefit of our 
countrymen. 


The naval officer also said that the Khomeyni regime has arrested more naval 
personnel and this treacherous move has been followed by the transfer of the 
naval units to the north and south of the country so that nobody can find out 
the exact number of persons arrested and their identities. in answer to another 
question, Haqiqi said: So far the Khomeyni regime has executed a number of 
people including some of my colleagues and this was in addition to individual 
executions of Iranian naval personnel. He added that in several clashes with 
the guards, a number of navy personnel were machinegunned by the guards when 

the navy men did not have their arms with them and the most well-known clash in 
this respect was at the Jazireh-ye Tanb-e Bozorg [the island of Greater Tanb]. 


Haqiqi then told our correspondent that he was a specialist in naval engineering 
and that the governments in the Persian Gulf region show great respect to the 
commissioned and noncommissioned officers of the Iranian Navy because they know 
that the training that these naval personnel have gained during the shah's regime 


was of the best type and the courses that they had undergone have placed them 
at level with the best naval experts of the world. 
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BRIEFS 


SECURITY AROUND CLERICS--With the growing popular anger against the Khomeyni 
regime because of the failure of the regime's internal and foreign policies, 
the regime's officials who very much fear death at the hands of the opponents, 
have tightened their security measures. These include special security 
measures for Friday prayers at Tehran University. The Radio Nejat-e Iran 
correspondent reports that stout steel railing has been set up at the university 
so that the Qom dignitaries are isolated from the ordinary people. The number 
of guards around the prayer leaders at the Friday prayers have also been 
increased. They train their machineguns on the public and are ready to fire. 
According to the Radio Nejat-e Iran correspondent, these new measures have 
resulted in a very tense situation during the Friday prayers and reflect the 
fear the clerics feel from the oppressed people. [Text] [GF111204 (Clandestine) 
Radio Nejat-e Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 10 Jun 84] 


ARMS SHIPMENT TO IRAN-—-Last April when the foreign minister of Austria was 
visiting Iran the agents of Khomeyni's regime bought a large store in the 
vicinity of the city of (Grat) located on 42 (?Fpushberg) Street for the 
purpose of storing smuggled arms from all over the world. These smuggled 
arms were then packed and airlifted to Iran from (Yan). [Text] [GF120900 
(Clandestine) Radio Nejat-e Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 11 Jun 84 ] 


ARMS DEAL REPORTED--Mohsen Badamchi, a member of Central Committee of the 
Islamic Republican Party, has received 15,000 pounds from an arms deal with 

a British dealer. This money has been credited to his personal account in 
London. The total value of the arms is well over several thousand pounds 
Mohsen Badamchi has close relations with Hashemi-Rafsanjani. This subject 
was brought up by a person who is against Rafsanjani, who said: The important 
thing is the arms and the parts not how they were procured. [Text] [GF121030 
(Clandestine) Radio Nejat-e Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 11 Jun 84] 


OFFICERS ARRESTED--As part of the anti-Iranian policies of the regime to re- 
place the armed forces with anti-people revolution guards, officials of the 
Khomeyni regime have continued to arrest officers and NCOs with long service 
records. During the past few days, there were several reports on retirements 
and the dismissal of a group of experienced Iranian servicemen. The latest 
report which we have received in this connection says that in Evin Prison 
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these pilots have been imprisoned 
officials to bomb civilian targets in Iraq. [Text] [GF111210 


Radio Nejat-e Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 11 Jun 84] 


DAMAGE TO DAMS REPORTED--A Radio Nejat-e Iran correspondent, quoting energy 
experts in the Tehran regime, reports that for the past 40 days the Lar Dan, 
situated 20 km from Tehran, has been breaking up. However, the cleric regime 
has yet to broadcast this news. The lack of attention in protecting and 
maintaining the big dams in the country, which were built in the time of 
Mohammed Reza Shah Pahlavi, has resulted in the gradual deterioration of these 
great waterworks and in the loss of national wealth. The damage to the Lar Dam, 
a result of 4 years of neglect by the regime, shows the chaos and mismanage- 
ment prevailing within the regime. The great Lar Dam, which cost 45 billion 
rials tobuild, is losing great quantities of water every second because of the 
cracks which have appeared in its storage area and this is causing more damage 
to the dam. The Radio Nejat-e Iran correspondent in his report adds that other 
national dams, which are the source of sustenance for our people, in the way 

of water supply and electricity, are also deteriorating due to lack of attention. 
The damage to the Amir Kabir Dam which occurred at the beginning of the year and 
the damage to a section of the Niekai Power Plant which occurred in the month 

of Kordad [22 May to 21 June], which was first dubbed by the regime as an act 

of sabotage by counterrevolutionaries and later hushed up, are other examples 

of the lack of attention by the regime officials to preserving national assets. 
The Radio Nejat-e Iran correspondent in concluding his report says that the 
water shortage in Tehran and in other major cities of Iran and the frequent 
power outages are surely connected to this problem. [Text] [GF111625 (Clandestine) 
Radio Nejat-e Iran in Persian 1630 GMT 10 Jun 84] 
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PAKISTAN 


PAKISTAN TIMES EDITORIAL ON BUSH'S VISIT 
GF031722 Rawalpindi PAKISTAN TIMES in English 20 May 84 p 4 
[Editorial: "A Close Friendship"] 


[Text] The visit to Pakistan to U.S. Vice President Mr George Bush has given 
the lie to misgivings that Pak-U.S. relations were characterised by areas of 
serious discord. Not only did the statements made by the warmly received 
guest reaffirm in greater detail the basis of thebilateral relationship, it 
defused the odd difference there remained in the domain of foreign policy and 
Pakistan's nuclear programme. In his characteristically forthright and con- 
fident manner, Mr Bush stated the policy of the Reagan Administration towards 
South Asia and its changing security environment, towards regional politics 
and global developments demanding a superpower response from the U.S. 


The bilateral equation was described again and again as that of sovereign 
equality in which the superpower would exert no pressures and impose no pat- 
terns on the internal scene in Pakistan. Mr Bush reiterated his country's 
concern about Pakistan's sovereignty and security and asserted its resolve to 
stand by Pakistan when these were threatened by external forces. 


Mr Bush's earlier visit to India highlighted the differences India and U.S. 
had over the crisis in Afghanistan and the Indo-Soviet treaty which tended to 
hamper India in its efforts to perceive the Afghanistan situation objectively. 
Conscious of the fact that this Indo-Soviet factor tended to isolate Pakistan 
in the region, he emphasised two political aspects: the advisability of Indo- 
Pak detente and co-operation and the reassurance of American support for 
Pakistan's security as a regional counterpoise. 


Fundamental to this perception is the situation created in the wake of the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979. The emergence.of Pakistan as a front- 
line state in the geopolitics of the region has strengthened further the 
friendly ties it has enjoyed with the U.S. The fact that in a region adjacent 
to South Asia a conflict is already raging between two major states renders 
Pakistan doubly important for the maintenance of peace and stability in Asia. 


The U.S. no less than Pakistan, feels the sense of uncertainty the Iran-Iraq 
war has introduced into world affairs. Both the countries feel threatened 
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by the possible repercussions of a serious conflict in the Gulf, Pakistan 

in terms of its own security as a neighbouring state, and America as a guar- 
antor of the oil-route that feeds the economies of a significant part of the 
globe. 


These concerns overshadowed the difference of approach over the Middle East 
situation; and Pakistan's reassurances over its nuclear programme have com- 
pelled Mr Bush to downplay the U.S. lobby accusing Pakistan of trying to make 
a nuclear bomb. 


Mr Bush was specific in his expression of satisfaction over the political 
process in Pakistan and the control of narcotics achieved by it over a short 
period of time. The visit clearly went beyond a gesture of formality as it 
has removed certain areas of doubt and brought the two countries closer to- 
gether. 


CSO: 4600/601 


133 








PAKISTAN 


PAPER LAUDS NATION'S ROLE AS GULF WAR MEDIATOR 
GF151249 Karachi MASHRIQ in Urdu 6 Jun 84 p 3 
[Editorial: "Pakistan's Positive Role in the Gulf War'"] 


[Text] Expressing his views on the recent resolution of the UN Security Council 
on the Gulf war, Pakistan's Foreign Minister Sahabzada Yaqub Khan said that 

the Arab states of the Gulf adopted a very stiff attitude during the debate in 
the Security Council. Pakistan played a key role in the diplomatic efforts to 
soften them. The diplomatic efforts not only stressed that navigation in the 
Gulf should be made safe, but they also stressed that the real aim was to try to 
bring to an end the 44-month-old war between Iran and Iraq. Sahabzadeh Yaqub 
Khan said that every possible effort was made to moderate the language of the 
draft resolution so that the wording of the draft should not further provoke the 
belligerent parties. 


It should be kept in view that this meeting of the Security Council was held 

at the request of the GCC countries. The matter under discussion related to the 
Iranian attack on two tankers belonging to Saudi Arabia and one to Kuwait. From 
the very beginning Pakistan made efforts to prevent the debate on the attacks 
on the tankers from being one-sided and from singling out only one side for 
criticism. It was on this account that Sahabzada Yaqub Khan had to postpone his 
return from New York on the instructions of President General Ziaul Haq. He 
took a leading part in behind-the-scene activities and succeeded in changing 
the draft to such an extent that the part which condemned Iran by name was 
omitted and replaced by a condemnation of all attacks of this kind and a demand 
that such attacks should not recur. 


Pakistan has maintained complete impartiality in the Iran-Iraq war and has also 
tried to encourage the other Arab and Muslim countries to do the same, the idea 
being that this fruitless war should not be allowed to expand. If in the next 
few weeks attacks are again made on the tankers plying in the Gulf, then the 
danger of foreign intervention is bound to increase. It was in this atmosphere 
of emotional provocations that Pakistan counselled the parties concerned not 

to go beyond the limits of caution and utmost care. This advice paid off and 
the situation has remained under control. 


It is obvious that Pakistan had a wider goal in view and that was to bring this 


useless war to an immediate ceasefire. Both the countries in this war have 
very deep and close relations with Pakistan. Moreover, this is conflict between 
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two Muslim countries. It is on this account that Pakistan has tried its best 
to bring this tragic war to an end by playing a notable role at every level. 
These community has also applauded this service rendered by Pakistan. [sentence 
as printed] Even now Pakistan has played an important role in behind-the-scene 
efforts to put the resolution in a moderate and balanced form and it is expect- 
ed that this will have a positive effect. 


The recent sudden escalation in the Gulf war led one to believe that the 
United States and the Gulf emirates will also get involved in this war. But 
this did not happen. Iran too maintained a cautious attitude in order to 
prevent the war from spreading and the top Iranian leaders have given signs 
that Iran is ready to hold talks. Nevertheless, the need of the hour is to 
bring peace and understanding between the parties involved by making every 
effort to create a favorable atmosphere. The peace committee of the Islamic 
Conference Organization should play an active and effective role because it 
is the only body which can influence the parties, 
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PAKISTAN 


PAPER ON U.S., USSR COLLABORATION IN GULF 
GF131150 Karachi MASHRIQ in Urdu 7 Jun 84 p 3 


[Text] The UN Security Council resolution on the Iran-Iraq war was, through 
the efforts of Pakistan, made into a balanced and moderate one. The most 
important aspect of the resolution is that all the big five powers supported 
it unanimously; in other words the two superpowers also have come to a com 
plete understanding on the question of shipping in the Persian Gulf. 

U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz in a press conference said: "There is 
no doubt that the Soviet Union, too, like us feels that the international 
waterways should remain open for shipping. However, the Soviet Union is 

wrong about U.S. intentions in this region because the United States has always 
kept the Soviet Union informed of its position on Gulf matters." 


Those who have only a superficial knowledge of international poiitics will not 
be surprised at this but those who are knowledgeable about such things can see 
that everything is happening as expected and both the superpowers have, through 
diplomatic channels, agreed to keep a moderate stance and not be foolish enough 
to fight each other on this issue. 


As things go, the Soviet Union is suffering from a series of uncertainties and 
doubts as to the Iranian ideological revolution while it has old ties with 
the Iraqi Ba'athist Party. It is therefore necessary for it to save Iraq. 


On the other hand, U.S. interests lie in the fact that the Iranian Islamic 
revolution which is knocking at the door of Iraq should not be allowed to make 
any headway and it should not carry the pro-U.S. monarchs in its wake, the 
monarchs who rely entirely on the United States. Thus, in spite of fundamental 
differences between the two, the interests of the United States and the 

Soviet Union coincide in this region. 


It must not remain unsaid that out of the member countries of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council--Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Oman and the UAE--only 
Kuwait has diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union. The rest of the GCC 
member-countries have no relations with the Soviet Union or any of the other 
communist countries. Saudi Arabia has very deep relations with Taiwan only. 

A London Arabic weekly AL-TAMADDON has revealed that in spite of this 
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indifference toward the communist countries, the Saudi Arabian ambassador in 
London met the Soviet ambassador there and invited the Soviet Union to 
participate in the efforts which are being made to resolve the Iran-Iraq con- 
flict. The support which the Soviet Union have to [as printed] the GCC resolu- 
tion in the Security Council was the result of this invitation. 


A logical conclusion of this should be that both the United States and the 
Soviet Union should try jointly to resolve the Palestine question also. 

The UN General Assembly has already supported the revival of the UN peace 
conference in Geneva which is chaired alternately by the United States and 

the Soviet Union. The UN General Assembly has also asked the PLO and the 
anti-Israel Arab group to participate in this conference. Now that we are 
dealing with this question, if there can be an overt and covert understanding 
between the United States and the Soviet Union on the question of keeping 

open the Persian Gulf waterway, then why can't there be one on the question 

of resolving the Af:shanistan tangle which is causing so much unrest in the area? 


CSO: 4656/163 - END - 
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